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Of Trade in general : Of the 
tirade of England: Of Huf- 
bandiy. Feeding, Tillage, 
Corn, Froit, FiSi, Minerals, 
Trees, Manufadtures, Sheep- 
Wool, Cotton- Wool, Hemp 
and Flax: Glafs, Earthen- 
Ware, Silk, Dillilling : The 
great Advantages of a univer- 
ul National JG^nk demonflra- 
ted : Sugar-baking, Tobacco^ 
Tanning, Clock- Work. Pa- 
per - Mills* Powder - Mills : 
Method to improve oar Mana« 
fadures, by imploying the 
Poor : Of boorts of Mer- 



chants, Silver Coin : Aneflec^ 
tual Method Co prevent the 
Running of Wool : Of oat 
Trade to the Eafi and Wefi- 
hidies^ Africa^ the Plantations, 
Iceland^ the Canariest Spain, 
PortugalyTurkeyy Italy, Holland, 
HamSurghy Poland^ Ruffiap 
Snvedgn, Denmark, and Nor' 
ijjay, Franciy Sautb-Sea, &c» 
What foreign Trades are prp- 
fitable, ai3 what not^ An 
Eflay on National Credit, and 
the Irsy^ Linnen Manofa^hir^ 
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The Right Hohoarable 

Spencer Comptariy Efq; 






And to the Honourable the 
Knights, Citizens, 
and Burgesses, of this 
Prefent Parliament of Great- 
Britainy Aflembled. 

May it Pleafe your Honours, 

HE Pit ft Edition of this 
little. Trail ^ Relatitig to 

Trade, the Poor:, 8cc* 
twos Humldy Dedicated 
to bis Royal Htghnefs the Prince 
of Wales, 'when G&oemor of the 

A a South- 
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The DEDIC ATIOR 

South-Sea Company, vubich I then . 
thought y as I JiiU flf*, might be of 
Service to the Nation^-fy dluriai^ the 
Heir to the Crown^ into an Early 
UJe^ of I'rade, mid Settir^ he/ore 
him the Advantages that Accrue 
fiom ity with the Method^ whereby 
it tttay Be ImfrvVed', oM therefore I 
CmtrtiSed k into a narfow Com^afs 
to Encoma^ hfs Reading it^ 

THIS Secmd Edition^ whereto 
1 have added fone fire andfroMica- 
ble Methods^ fir Difcharging the 
PuMit Dths of the Nation^ with 
vv^'Ecfi to. the Feofe, I humUy 
Prefint to this UmowraMe Hmfe ; If 
a may be UfefuU in yow Debates^ I 
IhaU think myfelf very Ha^y. 

^TIS tbeBaUance of our Trade^ 
that fuj^£lies us with Bullion; if 
That be in our Favour^ it brings it to 
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Th« DEDICA»TIOR 

m, iftKihtr*mfej itnmft he earried 
awajf. 

THIS BcMmce is fi^fnttedi fy 
aer Mmmfa0mesy whiek hef mt 
Feofk at f^orh, and eiuMe them t9 
Mamtam themfehjes by their owm 
Lalmr, ^vsbf nm/i el/e finmd flilly and 
lecame a Charge m mn Lands y and. 
ther^H 1 bumHy conceive it t»he. 
eur Intere^j Vii{k,'t9 eucouf/i^ thwf 
king vwm xt Home, cmd then to 
give a F reference to fixkHimgs^ (ks 
aire Pmchafed for them .Mraad, ror 
ther than t0 thofi^ 'mbich are htmbt 
for BuUmy and if our Trade wa^ 
weli regttktedy 'tstte fhodd fom become 
the EkheH^ and' cmfemently the 
Greateij^^ Pet^ in Europe. 

J hme made feme EjJ&y at fmb 
Methods^ as I dmbt not, being It^- 
proved h^ymr WifdomSy andftrengtb- 

ned 
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vi The DEIFICATION. 

ned hyyimr Authority, nmy Tend 'Oery 
much to theEffeSimg tins great Work ; 
Jttd I humbly Offer the. fit Pro^op- 
tmsfoUowing^as/o many Fundmten-^ 
tds^ neccffary, for the better Order- 
it^ if our Trade, the Difeharging of 
our public Debts, and Su^ortif^ the 
' Credit of the Kingdom, whereby His 
Maiefty mil be rendred more Glori-^ 
ous, both dt Home and Abroad, 

THE Fir/i is, a, Committee of 
Trade, made u£ offuch Men. as are 
well verfl in the true Principles ' 
whereon it is Founded, and thereby 
enabled to make right Re^refentations 
offuch tUvgs ,as Jhall be referred to 
them by the Parliament ; who, Hdd- 
ing their Places, according as they are 
thought capable of performing them^ 
^U be careful to execute thofe Trufts 
with Judment, Honour and Honefly. 
-^ THE 
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' The DEDIGATIO N. vli 

THE Seemd is^ a due InJheBi-' 
on into the Affairs of the Poor^ md 
pitting an End to that Pernicious 
Trade (ff^^ggi^g^ isuJnch lean ajjure 
tUs Honour aUe Houfe^fiom the Ex- 
peHence 'we have bad in their Regula- 
tion at Briftol, may he done ^ aiyi that 
the Poor may be trained up to an early 
Delight in Labour ; the Means and 
Methods whereby That was Accom- 
f^Jhedy thomgh at firfl Thought Im- 
fraMtcatie, J have fit fifth in the 
Af2endii«,, pag. 167. 

THE Third is ^ the Keepif^of 

our own PFool at home ^ and prevent- 
ir^ the Wod of Ireland fiom being 
Tranfimed any where elfi except to 
this Kingdom', which I am ^erfiad- 
ed can never be done^ by any other 
Metbody but by a Regtfier^ and that 
that w^l effe^ually do it^ towards 

which 



YM 



TfieDEDieiiTfOR 

'itfbich Jhavt made <a» Effey m ike 

THE Fmnb is^ the Euoour^^gii^ 
the UmeiyMjm^a^iirei^hehxid^ 
^Tis m eafy to conB^dxud $be jM- 
vmUi^esihatw^ theme mifi to htb. 

Kit^^dmSj^gn^M each tfthemjimli 

, mfiiBim: Thejicmds that mu mw^ 
he^ ^ W^ there, m the..^miii^ 
<sf fTifd^n^titetbm Jtmmi to Im^-- 
nen^ md a^em Pttrt of their Lmdf 
*ca(ndd he taken «^, inn^tj/rngMoK «md^ 
Heti^^fir ftfikbtkfy org vevy fro- 
fer; md tkm a St^ m^^ beptm 
the hfsrtvtimt tfd)ofig/^ ^w^- 
titmi^WwJl^ mdJTvglkit Ttsrn 
thence yfi fmkkus *» theF^wnftUs 

Kit^om^ the Sfhmfg 'V^ttf^^^ 
hifpritd in W^^ :&imid anmein to 
mm^Thotc/ind Pmsds per Afiiuun, 

. to 
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The I^EPICATiOa iic 

» 

(9 he divided 0me% them; ondftis 
cm^, thtaS f i mmg h thcmfifro- 

me J he€mfi it is dene fy Wemm md 
Cbildrmf ^wbe cm tw etbcrmje be 

IN the 2^fiar i 704, / was defined 
ly the Mitt^ry tepfve wgi thw^s 
ffjkbm Undertalmig^wluek lihen 
didy mid fmted Jme Cmifidertuiem 
reimii^ tberete^ adafted fit that 
^Ime, Ww6 i btufe added in tbg 
^ffendip*^ pag. 158. 

NOR am tijis he my Prepdife tn 
the Utmens of Noith-BritatJS> ^(itg 
eff^ae different SerP^ *, which fisuld 
(dfi for nmy Rea/ms he Mmmfiged^ 
hy fieb Means mdM£th9dSi fisendm 
CemfdefcOm may he thajghtfro^, 

THE ¥ifih is, the cflrryft^en the 
Fijhery^ wBch dejerves all the En- 
cmragemcnt the JLegiJlafUfe cm^e 

B * it'. 



The DEDICATION. 

it; ami Itlnnk the reaSeft isttay to do 
ity is, hy Incor^erating Jitch Societies^ 
as are luUtii^ te fet upon it 'mtb joint 
Stocks, kit not exdupve to any otbersl 
which vuUl promote Indufiry ,and Jhnt 
out Stock-jobbing, the Bane of fi 
many good OndertaBfigs, 

THEfiithy and indeed the Fom^ 
datum of all the reft, is, the eflM/h^ 
ing afibftantial Credit, large entugh 
to anjhter all the Occafims oj the No* 
tim, both futiic and private, 'vubich is 
the fVhed vi^efeon oil fhe reft rrsuft 
turn, mdisoherehy, ftotonly the Trade 
0f the Kingdom, but alfo the Occafims 
rfthe Government may be fup^ied, 
and thepdslic Debts gradually Jmji, 
fy a good Manc^ement; and This, / 
humbly Conceive, cannot be fettled any 
other way, kit on a. parlumtentary 
Foundation, any Thing lefs will be 
too narrow* 

m 
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. IN the Tear i (3^6^ I madefim^ 
Ejfay towards fucb a Credit, -mbich I 
then prefented t9 both Hmfis of Par ^ 
liament^ and have now incerted it in 
the Af>fe»dip(^ pag; 1 74. But tbeBank 
^England having about that time 
fum/h^d his Majefy iiaith a con^e-^ 
ridfle Sum of Money, thai very much 
wanted, for the ^efent payment of ti» 
Amy, luidch the Miniftry cotdd not 
otbermfe have raifed, tho^ they a^- 
frtfoed of ^Pryeiliony 'ouere umsaiU^ 
i^ toSfoMige at that jfrnBure^ by 
fetting u£ any thinffUhe theirs yondf^ 
that Matter Jlep then, as it had 
ever, done, if! bad not obferued that 
the famous Mr^^ Laws had drawn a 
Scheme from it, fot the Service of 
France, as near as the ConJHtutim of 
that J&n^dmn will admit y not that I 
tbinhit cdn he la(iuio^- the Foundation 
being laid on Sand ; Tet i> hathferved 

B a the 
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the fre/em Oeemfim, U fay vg the 
Dehts of thai Natim^fymimrgditk 
Stock'j^t 'oohkbnmfi. in oUfrMiAityy . 
endmCmfupmmdDifiifitUnf, 

NOTHING can Ji^fm a Mih . 
ti&nd Credit ^ImtaJieadyGionmmKKt^ 
nsAfire the arkiroiyfyHl rfa Prime 
iitnmt widHkramfy tr leffm dfeSgcth • 
cunty at his Phafire; aid hadfiuk 
a me been then efiaH^^d here,^ im aS 
. ptibahiiity^'mehadieenfeperdMil'* 
tims lefs in Deky and not J^t dmt^ 
heavy load o/ToKes^ 'which hath if- 
frefi our Lands, ondiujurdourTrade*^ 
nor do l^nk tbo/e Debts can he dif. 
charged fy any othef way^ friva$8 
Men now currying off thofi Prt/ki^ 
whichfionldfitk them fy d^rees, 

7" HE Jdfumtages of aNaiiond 
Boiik^ and the.^ ^eils it wUL 
havey in this Free Goitemmmty t^ 
nsMrds the Lejfenir^ our natieud Inc 

cumhrances^ 
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« 

cmt^mees^ mU flaitify afftar, wbem, 
it. u xm^ered, that om hmdred 
Pmmds im^t^fd^ will circdate tftu^y. 
hefidfiiM fi^ymiiber^ xtducffbe. 
httt^^ HiM€ third Pwttf^hfft is 
ffoite iht Lmkr ; h$ if it cir&datcs 
three, thm toA^fmrter, and it itugt 
ie^i»nmehkfij ascmJ^oitiBmk 
hi^ Credit, euidisfmmd Vfifid. . 
« BT this Ruky if the PuW^f ^ys 
fmKT ^CcthUfirhterjefit itmayhyi 
€ir&dation be rediKed ta tm, mi 
there is tio doubt ^ Im that Affeti'cm* 
fiitmxd Beaik^vM he fi(m fiU'd mtb 
Mim^itt that Rate; the ^eatCfrmid 
efBu^/wg andSdik^ Stock being,the 
iMfi &trm nf Mtney vtdjich lie dead 
m MetuHmds, '»ho ko^ thereby ta 
^fekefeme fnfit, but woidd be glad 
49diff9fetfit^m4$fidflaiimalSe&iy 
rity^ trt moderate btterefi-, be fides 
ihe Advamgge it imU be to Widoms 

and 
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and Orphans ^ liubofe Money wtuld be 
fifily lodged y ami iring them in a 
certain income^ fir their Mtunte- 
nance ; a»d here 'mU be no room lefl 
fir Stock-johiittgy vuiich hath now got 
fiuh a Footit^y even into mr fiMic 

; JffairSy that the Parliament doth net. 
give a Land-Toft or ajLotteryy 'u^xre 

' the Subferipions to it are not Ingrcfi^ 
by thofi Vfbo have not Money , in or- 
der to make an Advantage ^ by fil&ng 
. them to fitch as bavCy befilestbe v^ 
Chargein the management oj Lotteries . 

• AND as to Tradcy the Bankiof 
England hath been very firmeahU 
tb ibis great Metro£diSy by making a 

. little Money ferve the Ufis ofagreat 
dedy ha the Benefit thereof hath en^ 

" tended no firther ; and i»hy other 
Cities y and indeed the whole King*- 
dom^ pjoidd not hivc the pane Ad*, 
va^toge^ I" which it wiU^ if a Naii': 

onal 
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The P E D I C ATI O R x» 
0kd Bank le efiaUijhed^ md Cham- ' 
hers fitAed luhere dejired) I camot 

conceive. 

^ ND here TmuB refer to the 
j^ppendw^ for the better UluBratir^. 
the Benefit thereof and the maimer of 
its Inflitution^ as then intended^ which 

fituH now admit of fevered Ah&t'^ 
ations. 

IF /uch a Bati^ were pttled, the 
Charge of managing it would be very 
little^ and the Kif^dom might grow 
richer fome MiMons every T'ear^ and 
the Government hceve an Addition to 
its Security^ by drawing the XHaJh of 
othef Nations hither ^ whofe Inter eB 
wotdd thereby becotne interwoven with 
ours; and oitr MtmfaBures. would 
be encouraged by a Flux of Money ^ 
which is the U/e^f Trade', and this ^ 
vMth the eafinefs ofo^r Government^ 
wotdd bring the monied Men of Eu- 
rope 



«?i Tbc PEDIGATIO'IS. 
rope to fettle ber it ^vahich'wMh 0» 
^ditim ti ottr ff^eM; tbeTrmist 
m^bt hence he fipflied, vuitb/mh 

^ms ofMmym hefidlmmt^mi 
pffi Imgttme ml/^ aiheJbaUlM»e 
Occafim toufiiti "whereby the Ff/bs'f 

h encmragedi mdam Wed^ hevt^. 
taidy hft at Heme; mdtbe^Gmde^ 
men ef Enghnd nmy te hence fir^ 
mfbed mtbMen^ ^tbe ^mmm ^ 
terefi^ and he firmtted t^ make tbek 
Payments iy fmb Parts, M *&»> can 
beft fpare ir^tbe "ooam (if^fM:hif 
wiiu'/mh a Cl^ ufm tbdrBjfmeJ^tbat 
it deSiroys tmny geodFan^s '^^wboty 
4vben they aire erne got info- the UJk- 
rers Books, cm find no way to get ot^^ 
tiUthey have faid the^fukde Dehtm 
me^fi that their Efiates mt devmi^ 
cd^hy Procmation and Contimtatioik 

mB 
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The D E D I G A T I ON. xvu 
JVDR is it berelf intended tojpa 
4 Force upm any Mm, *twiH he the 
IntereB of\he Ijptidet tafuX Bs Mo- 
ney into this B<f«jfe, wb^« he bath Jo 
certain a .Security^ and of the Bam 
to take it tn ; and M the other Side, it 
mil k the IntereB of the Bank to 
fimipiNkney m tbeterms heremert- 
tioned^ and afthe Borrower io receive, 
it;md this fi^le things vmU in time 

bring fo gretft a Pr^t to the Puttie 
m vaiUvery ntucb/mk the Debts pf 
the Na$im^ wbilB a Cenmwn jid^ 
vanttfge if Intensueven with it, 

NBUMKR W/ this break in on 
the PrfoUedges granted to the Bark 
^. England, hy^Bof Parliament; 
for jhpmh they are allowed to lend 
Money to the Gtfvernment, on the 
Terms therein mentioned^ yet the i 

Govermnent hath ml homd it^ itfitf 
frmnhmomng of my Others^ and 

C meiting 
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making their Payments in fuch a 
manner^ asjhall he thought mofl'^Ai- 
vantagious to the Nation^ 
*'" IF any OljeBions {not grounded' 
on private Inter e/t) Jhall he made to 

ihhat itave here offered^ I believe a 

^- . . ' > .^ -^ ■. •*' ^ ' , . . ' 

jatisfaBory jinjwcr may he given to 
them 'if ihisHonouraNe Houfefnall 

^thlnh "what I have l^ritfert!^ ^worthy 
their Cmjidefattm. • •-'*'* 

^LL IJhallfutiher add^ is^ that 
it canjcarce le Matter of Doutiy but 
that mo fi Men "imlt ^ari ^^kh their 
Securities on private Funds ^^ and rely 
on the General Credit of the Nation^ 
thomh at a lower Interejt^ whereby 

' thofe Funds plill hy degrees ^ become 
apart of the general Security ^ "which 
with what new Ta^csfhdH be given 
will be fo ujefid in Circuldtion:^ that 

^ it will be. neHtto ImpJJiUe ^ for the 

' moji rnalicms FrojeBors^ to lejjen the 
' , Credit 
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Credit of Jusk^Banhy w to make a 
Rm upon it; e»td thofe Taxes that 
are beavtefi on the Poor y afid moji In- 

jutiousio oiir M0»iuja^t^esj may^Be > 
taken off : Aad there '"luill he. tins 

'farther jidviint^e)'^ tbdi the fioeral 
Offices J 'who'ore entrufUd to^buy fcf - 
tbe.VJh of^the PMc^-MO0^ngto 

JuLhSums of Money ^ <ts fhaU. from 
time to Hme"^ i^^pro^fiated' fy the 

' Parliament^ 'wili bi enhldictwPiir' 
chafd dl tUngSdn the hmefiiTerms^ 
''when their BUU on this Bis^JhaJlbc 
as funBiuMy SJcharged\ qt ftbe time 
"when they become due^ as if they were 
Bills of Eschange^ and in the mean 
tinw 2<ipjfrmn 'Man to Mom' in Pay-f 
ment, 'which will be an Addition to 

. the Cajh of the Nation^ isaherehy a 
great deal 1X411 be faved in what they 
layout; (aid Men of Indujlry^butof 
fmfdl StockS) wHl be maUcd to deal 

iMtb 
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ie Fmnifitady tfg^tt Marhef tgm; 
'^mii^e Debts, of the Nnfion mil he 
fi ktrnfcmsi tbert^iM^ nbttf it 
^vaiilJit Oftry MMs i0of^ fji^ 

ftrt its Credit; m4 i^eEyej^n. F^r- 

ImmenU ixbkblMb ^e^uer mak 

EMmj^vs 4 0§mdsrsy ^"^ thmi^h 
Fmti or Mite, /ball 4erVitkme 

diereS^Oj, ^l he /nfident to deter 

Mti^ Jtm fm^h ^ Pra&ices. 

< 

■ lam, 

Witt all duM Rfifpca, 
Your Honours, 

* - * t 

Mod Obcdknt 
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I HE ibllowing Sheets arc-thc 
' Work of a Gentleman,, a 
[ Toy cmifiderable Merchuit. 
I at Br^oi, whofe ezt^ve 
Knowledge o^ and Judgment in Trade, 
induced fome Gentlemen who were well 
acquaint with his Capaci^, to delire 
him to give them his Opinion oa Trade 
in general, and ouf s in particular ; he did, 
withcHit ai^ Deiig^ of being an Author, 
or the leaft Intention of printing it ; but 
having Hiewn his Papers to thofe Gentlc- 
yncn, they ile&e4 he would pubiifli them, 
a whicli 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

which he at laft confented to, and had 
a imall Number printed in Brijloly at his 
own Expence. 

The Book having met with its defer-* 
vcd Succels, he re-printed it, with feme 
confiderable Additions ; but that Edition 
having been feld of, and himfelf dying 
foon after, it was with much Difficulty 
I obtained that Copy from which this is 
printed, nor ihould I as yet have thought 
of getting it re-printed, but. 

The many Prizes taken by our Ships 
of War, as well as Privateers, fince the 
Commencement of the War with France^ 
being a fufficient Proof of the Increafe 
of her Trade, and the Decay of ours, 
I imagined any Work that might tend 
to the promoting our Trade, would meet 
with due Encouragement ; and I am apt 
to believe , no Book on the Subjeft de- 
ferves it more than this. 

^ • 

Theiue 
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Th£re is annexed to it, the AQ: of 
Parliament made in the 7th and 8th of 
King William^ in favour of the City of 
Brifiol^ for regulating their Poor; and 
by v^ay of Appendix, the Proceedings of 
the Magiftrates in confequence of that 
A&, worthy of Inutation, 

Our Streets being daily infefted by 
fwarms of Beggars, perhaps the Publifh- 
ing thefe Proceedings may fiimifh fome 
Hints to thofe Gentlemen,, who are daily 
feeking after a Method of preventing the 
many Robberies,' Cruelties, and Outrages 
committed in our Streets every Night of 
late, and no doubt but many of thofe 
who are Beggars in the Day-time, are 
the very People who do fb much Mis- 
chief at Night ; could they therefore be 
brought under properRegulations,it would 
undoubtedly in fome Meafure be a Re- 
medy to that Evil, and at the fame time 
cncreafe the Riches of thefe Kingdoms, 

by 
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by keeping fo majiy idle Peribps of both 
Sexes employed. 

I ihall not troubk the Reader tiny fiw- 
rficr concerning this Woik, whole Merit 
will I hope rpeak &r it£e\f. 
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N Order to difcover, whether a 0/ Tra^ 



I Nation gets or lofes by its' 
I Trade, 'tis neceflary firft to en- 
[ quire into the Principles where- 
on it is built J for Trade hath 
its Principles, as other Sciences have, and as 
difHcult to be underftood ', but when they are, 
*tis eafy to difcover whether a Nation gets or 
lofes by its Management^ and without this, 
we are not capable of making any true Judg- 
ment, it being pofliblc for the Public to grow 
B Poor, 
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Poor, whiift private Perfons encr^e their 
Fortunes. 

The Defign of this little Treatifc, is to 
diffeft and lay open the Trade of this King- 
dom, as it is now driven, that fo thofe Bran- 
ches that (hall appear to be Profitable may bb 
Encouraged, and thofe that are Otherwife niay 
be Amended. 

The Profits of this Kingdom arife from 
its Produdt and Manufaftures at Home, and 
from the Growths of thofe feveral Plantations 
it hath fetded Abroad, and from the Filh 
taken on the Coafts, all which being raifed 
by the Induftry of the People, are both its 
true Riches, and the Tools whereby it Trades 
to other Nations, the Produfts coming from 
the Earth, and the Manufafturing of them 
being an Addition to their Vahie by the La- 
bour of the People ; now where we barter 
thefe Things abroad for fuch as are only fit 
to be eat and drank, or are wafted among our- 
felves, thougfi one Man may get by the Lux- 
ury of another, yet the Wealth of the King- 
dom doth not encreafe ; but it is otherwife 
where we change them for Bullion, or for 
Commodities fit to be manu&ftured again. 

The 
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The firft Original of Trade both Don}q*//i o/-/^/- 
ftic and Foreign was 'Barter, when one pri-"^'* 
vate P^rfon, having an Overplus of fuch 
Things OS his ]>teigh]pour wanted, furniHied 
him therewith, for their Value in fuch whcrepf 
the other had plenty, but he ftood in need 
of the fame, when one Nation abounding 

-in thcie .Pr0<Ju6ls which another wanted, fup* 
ply'd it therewith, and received for them 
Things, equally neceflary in their ftead ; and 

,by how much the Produdb of any Nation 
exceeds its Wants, by fo much it grew richer, 
the Remainder being fold for Bullion, or 

. fome Staple Commodity, allowed by all to 
have an intrinfic Value. 

And as People encreafcd, fo did Com* 

,merce, which caufed many to go off from 

-Hulbandry to Maoufaftures, and other Ways 
of Living, for Convenience whereof they 

; beg^n Communities : This was the Original 
of Towns, which . being found neceflary for 

: Trade, their Inhabitants encreafed by Expec- 

.tatiqn of Profit ; this introduced Foreign 
Trade or TraBc with neighbouring Nations ; 
and this a Defire to^ fettle rather on ibme na^ 

.vigable Rivers^ th^ in, remote Inland Places, 
whereby they might be more ^afily fupply*d 
from the Country with Comtppdities fit to 

B 2 export^ 
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export, and difperfe thither thofe they had 
imported from abroad. 
The Trade I ^hall now take the Trade of this King- 
ed /^w dom, as it is divided into Domeftic and Fo- 
*^ **' reign, and confider each, and how they are 
advantagious to the Nation, and m^y be made 
more fo. 
Inland ^"^ Domeftic or Inland Trade confifts 
^rade. either in Hulbandry, Manufadbures, or Buying 
JBt^ingand^J}d Selling; the laft of which, whereby one 
Sel/ifig. Man lives b^ the Profit he makes by another^ 
brings no Advantage to the Public i Peoples 
Occafions requiring Commodities to be retail'd 
to them in fuch fmall Quantities as would fit 
their Necefiities, they were willing to allow a 
Profit to him who bought them in greater ; 
and as this Sort of Traffic came more in ufe» 
fo the firft Buyers not only fold their Com- 
modities to the Confumers in the Places where 
they dwelt, but alfo to others, who being 
feated in the Country at a diftance, made an 
Advantage by fupplying the Inhabitants there : 
^ This begat the Ingrofling Commodities, and 
thence arofe Skill and Cunning to forefee their 
Rife and Falls, according to their Confump- 
tion and Frolpeft of Supply. Hence came 
the Viciating our Manufaftures, every one 
endeavouring to underbuy, that he might 

underfell 
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underfell his Neighbour; which Way of 
Living being found in Time to have lefs La- 
bour and more Profit than Hufbandry and 
Manufadhires, was the Reafon fo many fell 
into it. 

From thefe Bargains Differencies arifing, 
encouraged another Sort of People, whole 
Bufinefs it was, either by their Wifdoms to 
perfuade, or by their Knowledge in the Laws 
to compel, the unjuft Perfons to do Right to 
their Fellow-Traders (an Honourable Employ- 
ment at the firft, and is Hill fo in thofe who 
keep to the ftrift Rules of its Inftitution.) 
Hence arofe Attorneys, SoUicitors, and^ other 
Officers, which were found neceflary to at- 
tend on thofe Suits, and other Services of the 
Law. 

Trade brought Riches, and Riches Lux^ 
ury 'i Luxury brought Sicknefs, and Sicknefi 
wanted Phyfic 5 which required fome to fepa- 
rate themfelves to ftudy the Nature of Plants 
and Simples, as alfo of thofe feveral Difeafes 
which bring Men to their Ends, who for their 
Advice received Gratuities from their Patients : 
Thefe brought in Apothecaries and Surgeons, 
as necef&ry Attendants to their Employments ; 
all which were maintained by keeping People 
in their Healths. Many alfo of ripe Parts 

B 3 were 
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'ftrere fitted for the Service of the Church, 6^ 
thers of the Stafte •, great NutT)bers wefe' em- 
ployed in proridihg Neceflaries of Meat* 
Drink, and Apparel, others i« fitting Thirigs- 
for Delights and Pleafure, and by this Me^ni 
leaving Hufbandry and Mano4ditures, fkick'd 
off daily to Livelfhoods, whieh'thoagh uR-' 
' fill and convenient in their refceflrive St^ori^,- 
yet cannot be laid to ericreafe the Riches of this 
Nation, bot to live by getting from one and*' 
ther ; Hulbandry and Mafiufaftures being the 
profitable Employment!?, oirt of which it ga-^ 
thew its Wealdi. ' 

THu/handiy. The next Part of the Inland Trade of tWs- 
Kingdom is Hufbandry, which anteceded 
Buying and Selling in point of Time, though 
the other is treated of firft in this DifcouHe y 
and this confifts either in Feeding or Tillage, 
by both which we raife great Store of Cattle, 
Corn, and Fruits, fit for the Food, Service, 
and Trade of the Inhabitants. 

Feeding. To begin with Feeding : And here I might 
enumerate the various Sorts of Cattle raifed and' 
bred by the Care of the Husbandman ; but 
thofeof moft Note with refpeft to our Trade, 

J. Th« 
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, I.: The Beef; which befides the Excellen- 
cy of its Flefh for Food, affords many Ne- 
ceflaries for our Trade, and is very fervlce- 
a^^e in Tillage ; with this we both nourifli 
our- Inhabitants at home, viftual our Ships for 
Foreign Voyages, and load them with the fe- 
veral Manufadures wherewith it doth fupply 
us ii from the Milk we make Butter and 
Cheefe, from the Flefli, Beef, from the Skin, 
Leather, from the Fat, Tallow, and of the 
Horns feveral ufeful Neceflaries ; the Over- 
-plus whereof^ above our own Confump- 
tion, we export, and fell in Foreign Mar- 
kets. 

2» The Sheep; whofe Golden Fleece be- 
ing the Primum of our Woollen-Manufaftures, 
does thereby employ Multitudes of our Peo- 
ple ; which being of different Lengths and 
Finenels, makes them . of various Sorts ; 
whereof they afford us a yearly Crop whilft 
living, and ^t their Deaths we have their 
Flefh and Skins ; the firft ferves for our 
Food, and of the laft we make Things, fit 
to be ufed at Home, and traded with A- 
broad. 

3. Horses ; whofe Labour is fo necefla^y, 
that W€ can neither carry on our Husbandry 
or Trade without them ; befides their Fit. 

B 4 ncfk 
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nefs for War, being accounted the boldeft 
in the World ; and for all thefe Ufes are 
tranfported abroad ; for the firft, to our Plan- 
tations in America \ and for the laft, to fooie 
of our Neighbouring Nations: But their 
Flelh is of no Ufe, their Skins of little, the 
Leather made of them being very ordinary, 
only the longeft of their Hair is ufed in 
Weaving. 

There are fundry other Sorts of Beafts, 
fome whereof require no Care in Raifing, o- 
thers little, fucq as the Stag, the Deer, the 
Rabbet, the Hare, the Badger, the Goat, 
and many others, whofe Skins are neceflary 
for our Trade, and ufeful in our Manufac- 
tures. 
%Uag€. Tillage is that » whereby we raife our 
Corn by turning up the Earth ; the fcveral 
Sorts whereof are Wheat, Rye, Barley, Peafe, 
Beans, Vetches, Oats, fcfr. which not only 
afford Nourifliment to ourfelves, arid the 
Beafts we ufe in Labour, but ferve alfo for 
Trade; as they give Employment to our 
People at home, and are tranfported abroad, 
more or lefi, tccording to the Overplus of 
our Expence, and the Want of our Neigh- 
bours, befides the great Quantities us'd in our 
Navigation. 

These 
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These Frodufts are all clear Profit to 
the Nation, being raifed from Earth and La« 
hour ; but their chief Advantages arife from 
their being exported, either in their own 
Kinds, or when wrought up, the Remainder^ 
which is fpent at home, tending rather to 
liipply our Wants, than to advance our 
Wealth : Which Exports being more or lefii, 
according to the Price they bear in other 
Countries, and thofe arifing from the Pro< 
portion their Lands holds with ours in their 
Yearly Rents, are not to great in Specie, as 
when wrought up. Butter is the chiefefl:, 
wherewith we fupply feveral Foreign Mar- 
kets, and did formerly more, till by making 
it bad, and ufing Tricks to encreafe its 
Weight, we loft much of that Trade, and 
are now almoft beaten out of it by Ireland^ 
which every Year makes theirs better ; be- 
fides, they underfell us in the Price, as they 
do alio in Beef, occafioned by the low Rents 
of their Lands. 

^TwAS the Aft of Prohibition made for- 
merly in England^ that firft ulhered them 
into a Foreign Trade, their fole Dependance 
before that Time being on our Markets, and 
from hence they were fupplicd with what they 
wanted i but being thereby prohibited from 

bringing 
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bnnging^ hither th^ir Cattle and other Pro- 
vifions, they endeavoured to find a Vent for 
diem in other Markets, which they did with 
good ^cefs, ' 2xA to more Advantage ; the 
Sweetness whereof gave a Spring., to their 
Induftry, and put them on the Woollea-Ma- 
ni^dlureSy whk;h they alio vended where 
f hey sported their Proyifions, till in time it 
becamQ: fo'great and floarifliing^ as to give us 
Appreh^nfions it would endanger our^ 
Otm. As for Corn*,, foreign* Markets are fupplied 

Itherewith, , JDoth from thence, and from the 
Ifland$ of the Azores^ cheaper than the Rents 
of odr Lands will admit; but our Plaiitat ions 
have ftill fome Dependatice on us for oar Pro- 
dud:, and as the Lands of Ireland rife in their 
yearly Va^ae, they will have more. We at- 
io raiie confiderable Qj^antitles of Hemp and 
Flax, both which are ufeful in our Trade, 
Truits. Thy, other Fruits of the Earth, fuch as 

Apples, Pears, Cherries, Plumbs, together 
with the Herbs and Plants, ferve rather for 
Food and Delight than for ' Trade t Some 
Cider we do export ; alio Spirits raifed by ^ 
Diftillers, both from fome of theie» and from 
Barly. 

Tijb. ^^ ^^ Sea-Coaft both of this Kingdoms 

and alfo of Newfoundland^ and New^EngUtndy 

arc 
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smdi^iflc^i^s^r whidi^re faved^ dnd fold in 
fbi-eJgn Mai»k€t&. 

NoR' is this aH th^' l^rOdad of "our Edrth, Minerals. 
Mrhbfe Womb being big with TMifure, brings 
fbrti ise&d,: Tin; Copper, Galatt5y,c Goal^ 
Cuihii frbrf, Allom, Copperas, and filhdry 
dther ' Minerals, which iaie fold in fbreign 
Markets, whither we fend thfem : Befides a' 
great Expeftation we have from a mdch richer 
anrf more valuable DJfcovery, lately made in- 

AMbKC the fevefal Trees that adorn our g-^^^,^ 
Fields, the Oak, the Elnij and the Afii, ane 
the chicTett •, tHefd not bnly fcrve in Boildirig 
dor Ships and HoufeSj tnat alfo furniQi us 
with materials, wherewith our Artificers make 
many things fit for Coihmerce : And it were 
much to be wifh*d, that better Care was taken 
to preferve our Timber, for the Benefit of 
Poftefity. 

The third Part of our Inland Trade xsManu- 
our Manufafturcs, whereby our Produces are^^*^"* 
imprav*d in their Values and made ufeful in 
limdry Manners, both for our felves and o- 
thcrs, by the labour of our People-, and fitted 
for fuch &rvi«es, as of their own Natures, 
without the help of Art, they could not have 

been 
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been proper ; and thofe to fuit the Neceflities 
and Fancies, both of our own, and alfo of 
foreign Countries to which we export them ; 
where they yield a Price, not only accord- 
ing to the true value of the Materials and 
Labour, but an Overplus according to the Ne- 
c^ffity and Humour of the Buyers : And- this 
adds to the Profit, and encreafes the Wealth 
of the Kingdom. 

These Manufaftures, as they employ 
Multitudes of our People in their Makings 
ib alfo in Exporting them, and importing fo- 
reign Materials to be ufed with our own, fuch 
asOyl, Dye-ftuff, Silk, Wooll, Cotton, Baril- 
lia and many others, which are either manu- 
feftured here by themfelves, or workt up with 
our own Produdl. 
Uitph' And firft to begin with Sheep's- Wooll, 
whereof either by it felf, or mixt with Silk 
or Linnen, we make Variety of pretty Things, 
fit for all Climates, and proper for the Wear- 
ing of both Sexes ; wherein the Invention and 
Imitation of our Workmen have been fo great, 
?hat they, have out-done all that went before 
them. From a ftrong Cloth, fit to keep out 
Cold in Winter, they have turn'd their hands 
to a fine thin fort, which will fcarce keep 
warm in Summery frpm hence they fell on 

Perpets 
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Perpets, Serges, Crapes, Stufis, Sayes, Ra- 
toons, Antherines, and many other Things, 
fit both for outward Garments, and inward 
Linings ; of various Colours, Stripes, and 
Flowers, fome of them fo fine and pleafant, 
as fcarce to be known from Silk : Befides 
thofe Multitudes of coarfer Cloth for the Poor; 
alfo Rugs, Blankets, and all forts of Furni- 
ture for Houfes. And fuch a Progrefi have 
they made in thefe Manufactures, that a Man 
may have his Pifture wrought at* the Loom, 
with the fame Exaftnefe as if drawn with a 
Pencil; one Work-man vying to excell ano- 
ther, they make Things to anfwer all Ocxa- 
fions. And as for Arras a;nd Tapeftry, I 
believe it will be allowed, that they do not 
fall Ihort of thofe from whom they firft had 
the Art : Add to thefe. Hats, Stockings, and 
many other things, which are both worn at 
home, and exported abroad. 

The next material for the Manufa(5l:ures Co/Anr- 
is Cotton Wool, which is now become a great ^«'^* 

Imployment for the poor, and fo adds to the 

Wealth of the Kingdom ; This being curioufly 

pickt and fpun, makes Pimities, Tapes^ 

Stockings, Gloves, befides feveral things 

Wove fit for ufe, as Waftcoats, Pettycoats, 

and Drawers, of different Stripes and Fin&- 

nefs ; 
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neis ^ and I doubt not the Worktpen would 
equal the Eqfi Indies for Callicoes, bad they 
Encouragement ; with all which we iiipply 
our Plantations and ptber foreign Markets^ 
befides what ierves for opr G>nfumptioo ac 
Home. 
ff^ ^„^ Hemp and Flax ^c the Group^ds for ancK 
Flax. ther Manufadure 5 for tho* Weaving of Lin- 
nen is not fo nauch ufed in Soufb Britaifit 
as of Woollen, yet in Ntnrtb Britain it is, and 
may be farther improved, not ,io much by 

j Laws to dire£t the Workoien in their oiaking 

it, as by apt Methods. to eofrour^e them^ 
and even in Soitfk Britain ieveral G>untie5 
are in)ployed thereon, who npt only fupply 
themifelves, ^ but , furniih thofe boidering on 
them, with fuch Cloth as anfwers the ends of 
French Linnens : . Be^des which great Quanti- 
ties of Ticking, of all Fineflcs, .Incle, Tapes, 
Sacking, Girtwhip, and many other Things 
are made therepf *, ajfo Cordage, Twine, Netts, 
with Multitudes of other Maau£u5ture5, which 
imploy the Poor, and bring by their Exports 
Profit to the Nation ; and I can not here o- 
jnit Sail-cloth, wherein we have made a won?- 
derful Progrefs in a little time, at the Charge 
and Expence of private Stocks, who deferve 
to be encouraged. 

Glass 
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Glas s is a Manufeflure brought to 6)Cla/s. 
great aPerfe&ion, that it keeps many of our 
People at Woric •, and the Materials whereof 
it 48 made being generally our own, and in 
themfelves of fn^adl Value, cofts the Nation 
little, in comparifon of what it fornierly did» 
when we fctch'd it from yenice ; the Noble 
Plate Glafles which we now make of all forts, 
both-fi»r Houfes and. Coaches, do greatly fet 
tocA, Ae Genius of our Workmen ; befides 
the v^ious S6rts of Utenfils inade for com- 
tiwci uie, fit ibr ail the Occafions of a Fa- 
mily, whieh look almoft as well as Silver, 
and it would be better for the Nation that 
they were more ufed in its ilead ; alio the 
G]a(s for Windows, of different Beauties; 
and Glafs Bottles ; all iidiich find a greater 
Vent both at Home and Abroad by their 
Cheapness, 

And as for earthen Ware, the Profft& Eartlfnt^ 
. we have^ made therein is luch, as may give ^^''^» 
us Hopes, that Time will bring it to • fuch a 
Peifeaion, as to equal if not esoceed the 

Silk is another Material for a great Ma- ^;/f^ 
nufefture 5 which being brought from abroad 
'Raw, we here Twift, Dye, and .Weave into 
different Goodnefles, both Plain, Striped, and 

Flowered, 
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Flowered, either by itfelf, or mixt with Gold 
and Silver ; fo Richly Brocaded, that we ex* 
ceed thofc from whom we firft had the Art ; 
befides great Quantities of Ribbons, Silk 
Stockings, and other Things, not only to ferve 
ourfelves, but alfo to Export. 
Difiiiihg. Distilling is an Art fo exceedingly im- 
proved, that had it not met with difcouraging 
Laws, 'twould by this Time have attained 
to a very great Heigth, and brings great 
Profit to the Nation ; for next to making 
fomething out of nothing, is the making 
ibmething that is Valuable out of what would 
otherwife be worth nothing ; therefore this 
Art ought ' to have been handled charily* to 
have been trained up with a g^eat deal of 
Gentlenefs, and not loaded with Taxes in 
its Infancy, by which Means we were like to 
di(courage it in the beginning ; however it 
hath ftill bore up under all the Weight laid 
upon it; 'twas a great miftake to appoint 
Meafures by A6t of Parliament to the Diftil- 
lers in their Workings ; Mens Knowledge 
encreales 'by Obfervation, and this is the 
Reafon why one Age exceeds another in any 
Sort of Miftery, becaufe they improve the 
Notions of thofe who went before them ; 
Therefore confining the Diftillers to Corn 

only. 
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only^ was an Error, (*Tis true, other Things 
were allowed to be ufcd, but on' ftich Term* 
and Reftriftions, as were next ta a Prohi* 
Wdon) who by dtgrces wtmld have made 
Experiments on that themfelves, ufing it with 
other NTnctores, and thereby drawing from 
it a cleaner Sprrit than k dbth of itfelf afford, 
which they might in Time hare reftificd to 
ftfch a FiAenPefs, a* to- have encrcafed very 
mueb it» Ufe 5 no- Kingdom can give more 
Eftcouf^ement ta Diftilltng than this, whofe 
Plamatiom being many, and wdl Peopled, 
where tbofe' Sph-its arer fo necef&ry, and ufe- 
fiif for the Inhabitants, and thefe depending 
whoUf ow OS for all things, would have cauf«cl 
a Gbnfumption of very great Quanrities, be- 
fidcs what is ufed in oar Navigation ; we have 
many Materiah of our own to work orr, foch 
as are Mofolfes, Cyder, Perry, Barley, and 
others, all which in Time they would have 
ufed ; for as they found their Sales increafed, 
tlrey would have made new Eflays ; it was a 
very wmngStep, to difeourage Drftilling from 
Mbioaes, Scum, Tilts and Wa(h; an Errof 
the Dutcb^ nor no Trading Nation, would 
have been guilty of, and proceeded from ilj 
Advice given the Parliament, by thofe, who 

C under 
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under Pretence of advancing Corn, delignM 
to diicourage Dillilling, only offered it by 
that handle they thought it would be beft 
received in the Houle \ Trade and Lands go 
hand in hand as to their Intereft, if one 
Flourifhes fo will the other ^ Incourage Di- 
Hilling, and it will fpend Hundreds of Things 
now thrown away. 

Sttgar- Refining of Sugars have given Imploy* 
**^' ment to our People, and added to their Value 
in foreign Markets, where we found great 
and profitable Sales, till the Butch and French 
beat us out, occafioned by the Duty of 2 s. 
4 d. per Cent, laid on Mufcovado Sugars, 
I Joe. id. to be drawn back at Exportation, 
whereby they were wrought up abroad cheaper 
then they could be at home ; but that Law 
being now expired, and the parliament have 
fince granted a draw back on refined Sugars 
when Ihipt out, hath very much helpt that 
Manu&£ture. 

tobacco. Tobacco alfo hath imployed our Poor 
by cutting and Rowling it, both for a home 
Confumption, and alfb for Exportation ; but 
the latter is leiTen'd, as the Places, to which 
we ufed to export it, work it up them- 
lelvcs. 

Tanning 
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Tanking of Leather is an Employment ?«>«%i 
Dehich deferves to be encoun^ed, becaufe it 
fiirnilhes us with a Commodity, fit to be far- 
thier Manufaftured at home, and alfo to be 
tranfported abroad ; I know the Exportation 
pf Leather hath been much oppofed by the 
Shoemakers, aqd others who cut it at home, 
and reprefented as attended with ill Confe- 
quences, one whereof is the making it dear; 
but, would it not be of much worfe to con-* 
fine and limit that Employment to an In- 
land Expence ? On the other fide, would it 
not naturally follow, that when Leather rifes 
to a great Price, the Exportafion muft ceafe^ 
hecasik 'IreloMd \rill underfell us? And would 
it not feem an unreafonable difeouragement to 
Trade, if Tobacco, Sugar, and the Woollen 
Manufaftures, were debarred from being ex^ 
ported, only becaufe they Aould be fold 
cheaper at home ? For fuppofe the Oc^afions 
of the Nation could not confume all the Lea-" 
ther that is made, to what a low Price muft 
Hides be reduced, for no odier Reafon^ buc 
that the Shoemakers may ^t more by diei^ 
3hoes i »Tis true, if they could make out* 
that thofe Countries muft then have theii' 
Shoes from us* where we now fell our Lea- 
ther, I fhoald be of their Minds i bat it muft 

C a ncei^ 
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needs be otherwife, feeing Ireland is abl6 to 
fijpijy ehem; this proceeds 'Irom a very nar- 
row ^iritj and luch a$ ought not to be en- 
coaragpd^ in a trading Nation ; a good ex- 
port for Leathers wiH" caufe a great Import 
ot Raw-HideS) which will be more Ad- 
vants^e to the Nation, then if they were 
tanned in Ifeland^ and lent abroad thence. 
MMirals. N^R can I omit the fcrcral Manufeftures 
nfiade of the ftindry Mineral we dig, and ren- 
der malleable, which would be endlefi to e» 
numerate, viz. of Tin, Lead, Iron and Cop- 
per, wherewith we not only furnifli enough 
for our own ufe, but liipply our Plantations, 
and other Places Abroad, the Workmanfhip 
whereof adds much to their Value ; and from 
the laflf of thefe we have of late made Bra& 
and Battery ; an undertaking begun by private 
Scbck^ and carry ed on without the help of a 
Bitent for fourteen Years, and I am of Opi- 
nion^ it would be much better for the Nation, 
if good Pirojeftions were rewarded fome other 
way, and kft open, to be improved by all 
who were willing to make Experiments at their 
own piafge ; this in all Probability would be 
li more likely way to bring them to perfedtion, 
and in* le<s Time, then to tyc Men down like 
the Motions, of a Clock, to be direfted Only 

by one leaden Wcighf ; of this we have a 

late 



fete Itiftance in the I^^cjed of Beech Ofi^ 
fi)r if but one half of the Profit am be made • 
tb^^byv thftt isjfet forth by the ingeoioiis 
Pateiii;ce» inhjs Book written on ^hai: Subfeft, 
i^gaJoft which I ibe ao Ot^eAk»^ if theCdcn- 
ptatkm; are ri^y ftfttfxl, Imsktno am^ 
nerofdoiibt, but duttpriT&te Stodks would 
Ipefore this Tiaae bare made a greater Pro* 
greis therein, than hath been done by the 
gre&nt Undertakes, oa the joiiit Stodc ; and 
therefore I think it would be very propert 
where fudi PaaentB aregranted» after l^me 
reafonable Time, to en<|uire into th(& Pro* 
ceftiings of die Patentees, leaft the Nation 
be deprived cf the Advanta^s it expefied m 
receive^ by the granting thoib PatoiQ. . CM^nMri 

Th£JI£ are maiiy other Tiungs which 
may be» and daily are improved amongft 
uss as Clock* work) wherein we fell little but 
Art and Labour, the Material where^ they 
are made being but of fmall Value ; Watches 
and Docks of gnaat Prices being fold for tlsie 
Courts of foreign Princes. 

Paper Mills are a Ben^tto dbe Nation^ ?i^* 
as th^y make tlm Commodity firom things of ^^' 
themfclvei wprtfi littles fy arc PowdcrJMills i^^' 
alfo Handicrafts, who fiipply us with thing* Artificerr. 
for our own u(e, which muft otherwife be 

C 3 had 
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had from abroad^ and alio with others^ whidi 

when exported, are more or lefs profitable^ 

as the Labour of our People adds to their 

Value , Thing? being cheaper to us when we 

pay only for the firft Materials whereof diey 

are made, the reft being Work done at Home^ 

is divided amongft our felves i fo that on the 

f/letbods to whole it appears to be the great Intereft of 

^^IZttu-' this Kingdom to advance its Manufaftures ; 

faauns. and this I humbly conceive may be done 

thefe feveral Ways. 
Byinfkf' J. By providing Work-Houfes for the 
^«^ ' Poor, and making good Laws, both to force 
and incourage them to work ^ But defigning 
to fpeak larger to this in the Clofe ot this 
Traft, I (hall refer the Reader thereto. 
By frieing 2. Bv difcharging all Cuftoms payable on 
^^jj^^'^our Manufaftures at their Exportation, and 
jfrmC^f- alfo in the Materials ufed in making them 
^ms. ^j jj^gjj. Importation \ for as one would en- 
courage the Merchants to fend more abroad, 
fo the other would enable the Manufadurers 
to aiFord them cheaper at home; and 'tis 
ftrange that a Nation^ whofe Wealth de- 
pends fo much on its Manufactures, and whofe 
Intereft it is to out do all otheft, by under- 
felling them in foreign Markets, Ihould load 
fjthcr with Taxes; but there having been 

i^nietl^ing 
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(bmething done in this fince my ofiering it 
to the Conlideration of the Parliament in a 
former Difcourie, both as to the woollen ma- 
nufadhire exported, and alio to dye Stufi^ 
imported, which hath evidendy appeared to 
be an Advantage to our Trade, it may b!? 
reafonably hqped, that great Council of the 
Nation will make a farther Frogrefs therein, 
when it fhall come regularly before them ; 
becaufe the Exportation of all our Manu&c- 
turers ought to be encouraged, and not re- 
ceive a check by any Modus of raifing Money, 
that fo they niay be rendred abroad on fuch 
Terms, as no other Nation may underlell us ; . 
this whole Kingdom being as one great Work- 
houfe, wherein if we keep our Poor im- 
ployed, they will advance the Value of our 
Lands, but if we do not, they will become 
a Load upon them« 

And here I cannot but mention that ofL^gwnit 
Logwood, a Commodity much ufed in Dy- 
ing, which pays five Pounds per Tun Cuf- 
ftom when imported, and draws back three 
Pounds fifteen Shillings when fhipt out again, 
by which means the dyers in Holland ule it 
fo much cheaper then ours do here ; now if 
it was imported Cuftom Free, and paid 
twenty five Shillings per Tun at its Exporta- 
tion, 
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ciop, the Dyers tbere would u(e it b) omcb 
fde^rer chan ours \ and I tbiok ic would be 
w^ll worth loquiry^ wbedier a Prohibiinofiy 
dtlier Ijocal pr in Part, of Shipping oat our 
« ^^nii&6U}n£rfi thither, and ito the northern 
%ingdom, uodyM ami uodreft, mighl: not he 
made, I arn fura it would be a great Ad- 
vanugp to thk Kingdom if it coqld be done, 
without rofiniog into greater Inconvenienoe&t 
the Dui^b difcourage their being brought in 
dyed or dreft, that they may thereby give 
imploynient to their own People, and en- 
creallb their Navigation by the Confumption 
of Pye-Stuff 9 the &me Reafon fbould pra- 
vail with us v> dye and drefs them at home; 
but this require^ the due Confideration of a 
Committee of Trade, to hfeir what may be 
£^id both for and agaioft it, before it be of- 
fered to the Parliament. 
jfynotim.' 3. Bv difcouraging the loiportatioo of 
/^ir^fiPM- Commodities already manuftdbired (unJcfe 
nufaaur'd. pypchafed by our own, or by our Produdl) fuch 
as wrought Silks, Callicoes, Brandy, Glafs, ^(. 
and encouraging the bringing in the MateriaJs 
whereof they are made, to be wrought up here ; 
by which Means more Ships will be Weighted, 
and more Sailors imploy'd, befides the great 
Advantage to the Nation in the Ballance of its 

Trade, 
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Tni4e^ which muft be retciroed ^n Bullion, as 
thofe coft k6 abroftd than the other ; and this 
mil embfe us to a^rd a greater Conibmpcion 
of foreign Gonunodities to pleafe oar Palaces, 
liicb as Wine, Fruit, and the like, ail which 
£11 our Ships, and are fit Subjeds for Trade, 
when (h^y are purcbafed by our Produ& and 
Manula&!ures, and that the Profit of our 
Trade will enable die Nation to bear the £x-» 
pepce. 

4. By freeing the Manufaftures from bur- By freang 
^niome Enifes, which do much difcoumge ^^^/*' 
.finall Stocks,' who are not able to cany xxxfrom Ex- 
their Trades, and make Provifion for fudi''^'' 
great Payments, befides the Swarms of Ofii- 
cers, to whom we lay open the Houfes of dioie 
Men, who deferve all the Encouragement we 
can give them, and ought to have things made 
as eafy to them as may be ; had they been laid 
on our Woollen Manufat^res, as was once 
haftily propofod, we might have repented it 
gt Ijeifure ; Trade ought to be handled gent- 
ly, we may tax the Trader without medling 
with his Trade ; and be that confiders the Ex- 
penoe of this Nation at Five Pounds per 
He^ (accounting only Eight Millions of Peo'* 
|dej comes to Forty Millions pir Jfutum, and 

the 
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the Lands only to Twelve or Thirteen^ which 
is more than they can be computed at by the 
AA of Four Shillings in the Pound, may fee 
how much we are beholding to Trade. 
Byrtndriug 5* Bv fccuring the Merchants in their 
J^>^^^ Trades, who export our Produft and Manu-, 
wtdtafy. faAures, and making their Bulineis, in rela« 
tion to the Payment of their Culloms, as eafy 
to them as may be : To this End good Con- 
voys fhould be provided in Time of War, and 
good Cruizers maintained to preierve their 
Ships, it being certain, that whatever is dimi- 
nilhed out of the Merchants Stocks, doth {o 
far difable them in their Trades, and confe- 
quently leffen their Exports ; great Care (houtd 
Cufmi^ be taken, that ^tMoius of their Entries at the 
Cuftom-Houfe made as eafy to them as might 
be, and a due Attendance given at the loading 
and difcharging their Goods when the Cuftoms 
are paid, fo that they may be difpacched with- 
out Delay, and no unneceflary Remoras put in 
their Way, the Lofs of one Tide being many 

Courts of ^^^^ ^Ke overthrow of a Voyage ; Courts of 
Jl//r^iJtfjr/j. Merchants Ihould be ere6ked for the fpeedy 
deciding all Differences relating to Sea-AflFairs, 
which are better ended by thofe who under- 
ftand them, than they are in fVeJimnfler-Hall^ 
where all things are tried by the nice Rules of 

Law, 
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Law, and therefore after much Attendance and 
Expence^ are often referred by the Judges ta 
fuch as are tonveriant in Trade i by this 
Means the Merchants would fee fhort Ends 
to their Differences ; but no General Rules 
can be given for thefe Courts, which mull be 
fettled, as they fuit the Gmveniencies of 
Trading Cities. 

6. By rendering the Bank oi England moTt By maUff 
applicable jo the Encouragement of our Trade ^^^ ^. 
than now it is, which I cannot believe the>/- 
Members of that Corporation will oppofe, 
when it ihall manifeflly appear, not only to 
be the Intereft of the Nation in General, but 
alio their own. And I humbly conceive that 
it may be fo direfted, that every Sutgedl: in 
his particular Station, may receive a Benefit 
by it. 

Ea5p, Profit, and Security, will keep a 
Bank always fiiU of Money, the firfl of which 
was formerly anfwered by the private Bankers, 
who received and paid out Money in the fame 
Manner that the Bank now does, and their 
Notes generally were as current ; but being 
founded on their own Credits, great LofTes 
often happened, which g^ve great Shocks to 
Jraclej ^tistrue, this Mifchiefis now guarded 
?^ainft, by tfie punci whicf? the Bank of Eng- 

kn4 
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land hath in the Hands pf the Governnfiein(^ 
Witionvs yet Widows, Orphans, and others out of Trade, 
f^ns ^' ^^ "^^ provided for ; which might be done, 
if tlie Bank did take in what Money might 
be tendred to them, for fuch P^opk who are 
not able to manage it themfelyes, and to allow 
an Intereft of • per Cent, per Annum^ 

whilfl it continued in their Hands; which tho* 
it may be bebw the common Rate, yet by 
Reafon of, the Security and ' Readincls of Pay- 
ment, *twould be preferrable to a greater, at- 
tended with Hazard and Uncertainties ; by 
this Means none of the Money would lie dead 
and ulelels ; and on the other Hand, the Bank 
might have Liberty to lend any Sums at the 
leg4 Intereft, on this Condition, that the 
Borrower may repay it by fuch Parts as he caa 
fpare it, and be difcharged of the Intereft of 
what he fo pays in, from the Time of its Pay- 
ment, and from thenceforward be chargeable 
with no more, than doth ^rile from the Mo* 
ney that remains unpaid. 

Rm'uan- ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^"^ * ^^^ ^"^ fetded Courfe 
as. of Remittances from Place to Place as Trade, 

and the other Occafions of the Nation do re- 
quire; Men oftcntimee paying their Money 
for Bills which are not punfhially difcharged, 
and fometimes never, tho* diey give si Pra^ 

mi0 
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nfiq to the Drawer, which obfigcs the travel- 
ling with fo much Money, and gives En- 
couragement to Robbers ; but this alfo might 
be prevented^ if the Bank of England (that is 
now fettled in London) did appoint Chambers 
in other Places of the Kingdom, at fuch Di- 
stances as might belt iiiit the Occafions of the 
Country, and that their Notes given out for 
Money, either at London^ or in any one of . 
thoie Chambers, ihould be demandable in any 
other ; or by drawing Bills at one Chamber 
payable ia another,, the Receiver allowing for 

fuch Returns after the Rate of per Cent. 

in the Chamber where he receives his Mo* 
ney. 

I F the Bank was thus regulated, the Nation 
would fooa fee its good Effedls; Truftees 
might place out Orphan's Money with, good 
Security, and Widows and others, whole 
Maintenance depends on their Interefl, would 
have it duly paid to anfwer their Occafions h 
the whole Cafh of the Kingdom would be ia 
a continual Circulation, and hot lie dead, as 
too much of it now does ; the Gentry and 
Traders, who are obliged on many Occafions 
to take up great Sums at Intereft, would 
have it made eafy to them, when they might 

pay 
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pay in by fuch Parts, as they could convenn 
ently (pare it ; and on the other Hand, ic 
would be no Inconvenience to the Bank to re-* 
ceive it, which will by this Means never want 
Borrowers, and their Notes paffing in Pay- 
ment, will circulate inftead of Money* 

These Methods will prevent many Cheats 
and Lofles, which are often occafioned by frau- 
dulent and infufficient Drawers, and abate the 
exceflive Tramo^% which are demanded by 
Remitters, when they can take Advantages of 
Men's Neceffities ; and the Taxes received in 
the Country might be quicker and fafer paud 
into the Treafu^y. And if the Bank was 
likewife extended to IriUnd^ it would be an 
Advantage to both Kingdoms, which I Ihall 
fpeak farther to, when I come to difcourfe of 
tiie Trade we drive to that Kingdom^ 
l^j inerta- 7« Bv increaling the Silver Coin of this 
-^-?'^."^'^' Kingdom, which are the Tools wherewith the 
Trader works : It may at firft feem ftrange, 
that our Silver Coin Ihould grow fcarcer, at a 
Time when we are at Peace with all Nations^ 
our Trade open, and vaft Quantities of Bul- 
lion yearly Imported ; but he that confidersi 
how much thereof is carried away to the Eajf* 
JmSesj and how little Encouragement the Im- 
porter hath to lend it to the Mint^ when be 
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can ^11 it for more to export, than it will 
come too when coined, will ceafe to wonder \ 
and except ibmc Care be taken in this Mat* 
ter, we fhall ibon be reduc'd to fuch Straits, 
that the Manufadiurers mud Hand ftill : For 
tho' Gold may ferve for large Payments, yet 
it caA't anfwer the Occafions of the Manu« 
fafturers, who are to make their Payments a- 
mong the Poor. 

Now if thefe, or fuch like Methods, were 
made uie of, they might very much encreafe 
our Silver Com ; as, 

1. Let the Eaft-India Company be limit- 
ted in the Quantity of Bullion they fhall fhip 
out yearly, whether the Number of Ships 
they fend be few or many ; and let them be 
oblig'd to carry to the Mint fuch a fuitable 
Proportion according to what they fend away, 
as to the Wifdom of the Parliament (hall 
feem meet. 

2. Let Encouragement be given to all 
Perfons, who (hall voluntarily bring Plate or 
Bullion to be coined. 

3. Let the Plate of Orphans be brought 
into the Mint, which will tend to their Ad- 
vantage as well as to the Nations, whereas 
now great Quantities lie dead, and grow out 

of 
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of Fafhion before they come to ufe it, whtcb 
will by this Means be ttrmed into ready ^ffe- 
ney, and being pat into the Bank, the fe- 
tereft thereof may be emjdoy'd for their better 
Maintenance, and the Trade of the Natioft 
win alfo receire a Benefit diereby : If it be 
obgefted, that 'tis now fold to GoMftmths, I 
think this make the Argument for fending it 
to the Mint much ftronger, becaufe it is mod* 
better that it-were turn'd intt> the Coin o( the 
Kingdom, thea difpofed of in any other 

^ Way. 

As for Goldi, there « no needf to* gwre En- 
couragement to bring it to the IVEnt, »ti$ on- 
ly a Commodity, and not the Sttndard, as 
Silver is j befides, 'tis generally worth ntore 
here than in any other Coaatry j and 'dsajr 
parent from the great Quantity thereof which 
is coined yearly more than rf Silver, that 
it is every one*s Intereft to fend k thi- 

8 By difcouraging Stock-jobbiug : Thi* 
^4^"" hath been the Bane of many good Defigns, 
Stock^job- ^hich began well, and might have been car- 
^'''' ryed on to Advantage, if the Promoters h»d 
not fallen off by felling their Parts, aind flight, 
ed the firft Defign, winding themfelves out 
with Advantage, and leaving the Manage- 
ment 
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ment to thofe they had decoyed in, who un- 
derftood nothing of the Bufinels, whereby all 
fell to the Ground; which may be prevented 
(I mean, io &r as concerns incorporated 
Stocks) by Laws framed for that end, or 
by Claufes in their Charters. 

9. By ftrengthening the Laws againft the ^^ preven- 
Exportation of Wool, by fuch Pradicable Exportath 
methods as may prevent its being done : For ^ of Wool. \ 
feeing the Nations Intereft io much de- 
pends thereon, no Care can be too great, nor 
Methods laid too deep: Laws concerning 
Trade, whofe fole Strength are Penalties, 
rarely reach the thing aimed at; but prafii- 
cable Methods, whereby one thing may an- 
fwer another, and all confpire to carry on 
the lame Defign, hanging like fo many 
Links in a Chain, that you caiinot reach 
the one. without ftepping over the other, 
thefe are more likely to prevent Mifchiefs: 
*Tis one thing to punifli People when a Fadt 
is committed, and another to prevent theit; 
doing it, by putting them as it were under 
an Inability ; Now where the Welfare of the 
Kingdom lies fo much at Stake, certainly it 
cannot be thought grievous to compell fubr 
miflion to good Methods, tho* they may 
leem troubleibme atfirft« 

D And 
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neillCon- And that wc may Ac bettier perceive the 
fi^ln"out Mifchiefs that attend the carrying abroad^ of 
our Wool, '^pol unwrought to other Nations, let ttS 
confidcr the Confequences thereof in what ii 
Ibijpt to France \ whdfe Wool being very 
coarfe, and fit only for Rogs and Bfarikett, 
and fach brdinaiy Clofh; is by tnixcore with . 
ours arid Irijh^ u fed in Wit inaking of many 
Sorts of Staffs arid Drtiggets, whereby the 
Saks of our Woollen ManafaidJlafres are lef&n- 
cd, both there, and in oth^r Places whither 
we ckport them ; arid by this N4^rts, eveiy 
Pick of Wool fent thither, work^ up two 
befidej itlclf, being chidSy dombed, a[nd 
combirig Wodl, which makes Wool for the 
French Wool, and the Pinions thereof ferve 
with their Linnen to make coaffe Druggets, 
like our Linfey-Woolfey, 'but the Linnen be- 
ing fpun fine, and coloured, is hot eafify dit 
cerhed; alfo brir flneft fhbrt Wool^ beirig 
xnxitt with the loweft Spamjhy ihiikes a mid- 
dling Sort of Broad-cloth, and Jaeing woven 
on Worfted Chains, makes their beft Drug- 
gets, neither of which could be done with the 
French Wool only, unlefs in Conjunftion with 
ours or Irijh^ Spafitjh Wool being too fine and 
too (hort for Worfted Sniflfs, and unfit ibt" 
combing, fo that without one of tfaofe two 

Sorts, 
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Sorts, there cannot ^e a piece of Worfted ? 
Stuff, or middle B^padX^oth m^e ^ no 9- 1 1 
ther Wool but Englifii or /rj<& ^iJJ mix well 
with Span^ for Clot))^ heipg originally r^ifed 
from a Stock of Evglijh Sheep, the Differenqp, 
arifinff from the Nature of the Land whereon 
they are fed ; of this we have Experience in 
our own Nation, wher^ ^vsre find^ that f^mji^r 
Wool is the fiijeft, nejct, Part of §bre^ire 
and Siaffardfinrej Part pf Glouc^fierfiire^ Wilis^ 
Dorfet and Han^jHre^ P^t of 5^^, ^«i/, 
Sotnerfii^ Devon^ and Corwyo^lh thefc are pro- 
per chiefly for Cloth, fome Part for Wprfted 5 
SuJfe^Cy Surry^ MiMl^fi^^ Hertfor^ir0y and ; 
fome other Coqpti^^, produce W09I m\ich 
coarfer and cheaper : jBut tbep Berkfhmj Muck- | 
tH^bamj fFarmckj OssoHj Lei^efier^ Nptii^gbamy \ 
Nortban^ton^ UncoJn^ and Part of i^ezt/ called \ 
Rummy Marib, |he Wool in mdt of' thefe 
Cbunties is fo proper for Worfted, that all 
the WcM-ld (except Ireland) cannot compare 
with it, therefore requires our greater Care to 
prevent its Exportation ; and more particu- 
larly from Ireland^ whence it is exported 
to our Neighbouring Nations, and fold 
cheap. 
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As for the Wool of Nortb-Britain^ I am 

not fufHciently verft tKerein, to give a true 

Account of the Nature of it. 

Methods t9 I know many Methods have been thought 

fre<t/ent theQf jq prevent this pernicious Mifchief, but all 

•»^/jrw.the Laws I have yet feen, feem to reach ,but 

half Way, they depend too much on Force 

and Penalties, and too little on Method ; we 

muft begin deeper, and fecure the Wool from 

the Time of its growing, till *tis wrought up 

into Manufadures, and I think nothing le(s 

than a Regifter, to be kept in every County, 

will do it. 

Nor will this be attended with fo much 
Trouble and Charge to the Nation in general, 
or to private Perlbns in particular, as may at 
firft be thought : The Time of Sheering be- 
ing once a Year, thofe who keep Sheep may 
give Notice to the Officer appointed for that 
Diftria, of the Number of Sheep they have 
to iheer, and the Day whereon they intend to 
do it, that fo he may be prefent to fee the 
Fleeces weighed, and to charge them there- 
. with I which Charge muft remain upon them 
till they fell their Wool, and give Notice 
thereof to the Office, when the next Buyer 
muft be charged, and fo Mies quoiiesj till it 
comes into the Hands of him that works it 

up J 



1 



A Difcourfe ^^ T R A D E, egr. 37 

up ; and till this may be done by the OfBcers 
of the Excife, in fuch a manner, as may cod 
the Nation little. 

An d to prevent Frauds, let no parcel of 
Wool above fuch a Weight as the Parlia- 
ment fliall think fit, be carried from place 
to place, but in the day time, nor without 
a Letpals, or Cocker, fetting forth from whence 
it came, and whither it is going j and the.fame 
Method muft alfo be extended to Ireland^ till 
it is either ufed there, or ihipt thither ; and 
if the Wool of both Kingdoms by thefe or 
any other Methods could be fecured from being 
carried abroad, our* Manufadures would find 
a furer Vent in foreign Markets, and yield 
better Prices : And the Wool of France would 
lye on their Hands, and become almoft ufe'* 
lefs \ the Credit of the Nation would be raifed, 
and our Fadories abroad courted as much as 
formerly they have been, becaule the Manu- 
faftures we fhip out are fuch, as no Nation, 
can be without, nor can they then be well 
fupplied elfewhere ; they are not things only 
for Pleafure, but for Ufe, and both the Rich 
and the Poor fland in need of them; whilft 
the Profit of this pernicious Praftice of Ship- 
ping out the Wool, is funk in the Pockets of 
private Men, who former I-aws accounte4 

D 3 Felons, 



Ffeloris, and ciftnot be thought to dtfcrve any 
favour from the Natioh. 

Besides 'tis well known, that the (export- 
ing d«r Wftbl hath bf the IH C6nfeq[kienfces 
thereof abated its Price at Hotne : This hath 
been bbferved by Calcinations made by con- 
fiderate Meh; and the Refafon is, becaufe 
thdfe Countries whither it is fliipt, being 
thereby enabled to work upr iinuch larger 
(^^ntittes of khiir own, ttic Sale of bar Ma- 
riiifeftafes are groWh flack abroad, and we 
have been forced to fcl! thdn rheaper, which 
hett A>#tt' the Prices both of ^od tad La- 
bour ; 'ivhefete If We had kept var Wool at 
rtomfe, this hitti been preveiited ; aiid it ititrfl: 
be allowed, Aat k '^m not tter Ihtereft to faH 
o«r Mawafttflwers, if we had been the only 
Sellers ; for According as they yield in JPrice, 
lb is the WeaHh of the Nation advanced, 
which our FOrefethers wdl ^knew, whten th^y 
rfiJide LiWs to prohibit the Exportation of 
Wool, which canhot be too rifiuch flreflgthned, 
or fFrongly put in Ejiecution. 
By mana- lo. By taking Care, th^t ift all Tfeaties bf 
gifig Trea^ Peace, ind other Negotiations with foreigh 
p!Je to Princes, due Rdgafd be had to oUr f fade 
ihiAJ-- ^nd Manufaftures ; that our Merchants be 
^/Tradi. tvell treated by the Governments where they 

refide 



refjdc ; t^f all things be aiade ca/y to jchem, 

jia4 both t^ei^r LU^rtie^ a^d Pr9perpes fe- 

pured > i^t pur ^a^ufa^(9;y^e$ be not p^olii- 

b.it^9 or burtt^eiied wUt) Lmreafona^le Ta^ps^ 

^hiqh i^ tl^e /ag^e iij Effe^ ; tf^; ipeedy Jq^- 

jt^ Jbie (dpn^ in r^qovering Dqb£3 cpiitra£bc^ 

^mpr^gft the Native^, and puni^hi^g Abuff;^ 

put ,on 9ur Fa<^ories by them : Thtfe are 

JRccffufes oift Trade hath formgrly grc^nec^ 

yi;^qr, Wjherdlpjy t^ IS^rqhatus abroad, and 

jM^nur&durers at ^qpie, Jia.ve been tnqch dif- 

•CQur^e^, itnd the Englffb ^Nation hath be^^n 

iforce^ P trucUp u^er ^tl^ prencb in iorp^ 

IcuQ^ign P^rts, only Jl)ec^{e that K^ng fopncr 

•jrc^nt^ Injuries dpne to his trading Su^j^^ 

aii)4.tQqH more Qre to demaitd Jlep^ratiop 

ithan feme former Reigns have dpqe ; .i^ut 

IThdnJtiis be to Gpd, we luve both Power and 

Opportunity to dp the j^me ; and .there is 

oio 'Caufe to dpiibt His ^f ajefty^s Koyal J[n- 

^inations, to rp^lpe ufe of ^th ^ov the <ji9od 

jof his/Mercbaats^ ^when thiogs^are ,(l)ily xe- 

.prcfcnted tpihiin. 

. An.d .thuis I ^haye run thrppgh t;he feyeal Na^igatii 
JP^ts.oJf.owrili^land Trade, ^nd fljewed, that^** 
.therPrpfit tbcreofarifcs, chiefly frorp our, Pro- 
Ji^ aotl <M^nu£i^res : before } proceed to 
.ow:,Ffirejgn Ti?^de, I •(hall ipeak Something 
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of Navigation, wiiidi is the Medium be- 
tween both : This is carried on by Ships and 
Sailors, the former are the Sea- Waggons, 
whereby we tranlport and carry Commodities 
from one Market to another, and the latter 
are the Waggoners who drive and manage 
them : Thefe are a Sort of jolly Fellows, who 
are generally bold in their Undertakings, and 
go thro* any Kind of Labour in their own 
way, with a great deal of Cheatrfulnefs, ar« 
undaunted by Storms and Tempefts, the Sea 
being as it were their Elenlent, and are al- 
lowed by aK to be the bell Navigators in the 
World ; they are our Wealth in Peac^, and 
our Defence in War, and ought to be more 
encouraged tlian they are in both, but efpeci* 
ally in the latter, which might be done, if 
better Methods were ufed to engage them in 
the Service, and better Treatment when they 
Mtnxing are there : . Now I fhould think, if no Man 
emr Ships ^^s forced into the King's Ships till he had 
been three Years at Sea, nor to ftay there 
above that Time without his free Confent, 
and then to . be permitted to take a Mer- 
chant's Employment fo much longer, and fo 
lotUs quoties, 'twould encourage them to 
come willingly into the Service, which they 
look upon now to be a Slavery, whereto 

they 



yjf Difcourfe on TRADE, «r. 4* 

they are bound for their Lives : This, and 
the Manner of preffing them, hinders very 
much the making of Sailors, Landmen not 
carfng to put their Hands to t|^e Oar, leait 
the next Day they fhould be Hailed away to 
the Fleet, tho' they underftand nothing of 
the Sea : By this Means our Men of War 
would be mannM with able Seamen, and not 
with fuch who only ftand in the Way, and 
are uleleis, When they are moft wanted ; npr 
do I take Embaigoes to be aoy Helps to- 
wards it, for many Sailors do then lie hid, 
who would appear toferve in Merchant Ships, 
and might be eafily. met with at the return 
of their'Voyages : By thefe Means in a fliort 
Time three would be a double Set of Mari- 
ners, enough both for the Service of the Fleet 
and of Trade, the laft of which would every 
Year breed more. 

This' would alfo prevent great Mifchiefs, 
which arife from preffing Sailors out of Mer- 
chant Ships whWIk on their Voyages, imny 
of them being thereby loft at Sea, and others 
have been detained in the fFeft^IndieSy to the 
Difcouragement of' Trade 5 and it wouU alfo 
prevent another Mifchief, too much pntfticed 
jjbroad, whpre Captains pf Men of Warprefs 

Sailors 
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SaUor^ frotn one Menqhant 6hi{>> pnly to 
make Advantiage . by, i^HHm^ t\m^ Xfi an^ 
iJier. 

RreigH I come DOW to thc Trade we drinre yfifk 

^''''^* Foreign Couotrica 

ttw /^// Here 'tis neoellary ip enquire^ haw eadi 

m; ^^ eBCourages our Produd and Manufa&uree^ 

^^kled ^^ ^*"^ Navigation, what Conuooditics we 
ig our receive va Rewn^ and faoyir . the Ballance of 
^^^ our Trade ftinds with eiicher, that £> we jnay 
be the better ^able to know, ,w2uoh x>f xhem we 
ought <io anoourage, and winch to diibourage. ; 
I fbUl itherefore hy down fadt general Rai€$» 
as I profume will ^dc addoi^ed by all I/obiafied 
Beiilbns.; as, . . 

1. TiH AT Trade iis an J^iyantage to thk 
KingdoaQ, wbioh stakes oflf xOur Product and 
MaBii&6bres; 

2. Which fupplies us yiith fooh QPOL- 
tnoditiesas we.ikfejin.fmkiag'Qur Manu&^res, 
af^ eocrggtes our fB^Uion. 

AND.<?9i]ifc^^e|\tlj:j.any Tr*^, which .B#c* 
pprts Ji«le or ^n^pc ©f .^r ^roj^wft or :M4i?P- 
6ftMre$, npr ftippjiejs )}s wi?h itWng^.ne^^flN^ 
for the .latt!?r,.flpr,ii>gwr^as 'yiivig^qn,^n- 
Wl J>F fuppofed to be . profitable to thc King- 
dom 
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dbm Ih gijhferal j though ^haps it may be 
fo to t>artlcular Pfcrfons-, clpedftlly if it carries 
af«ray our Bullion. 

I Aall fcegin with the Ei^-h£a Trfidty gft- 
Which I take to be Tery prejudice to us, as 
'tis ftbw driven ; becaufc it exports our Buliibn^ ' 
ipfends iitde of our Prodaft or ManuFaftures, 
and brings in Commodities pctfoMy manu- 
faftored, "which kinAet the Qwiftimptton of 
our'dwn, and difcourage the wearing fach as 
are ptrrchafed with ihem •, the drief Profit 
therebf wifing from Underfellmg the Labour 
of out J^dor, becatrfc ^m bought there chieap- 
et, llhan by reafon xii tfie Value bf our Lands, 
aifid the prices of PrOvifions, ihey are able tt> 
work here. But ha:ving {pdktrx fully of this 
in a former Dlfcourfe, and the Parliament ha- 
ving fmce t)een pleated, by an Aft made in* 
the 1 oth and 1 1 th Years of his late Majefty 
King Wiltiamj td prohibit ilhe wearing ttf 
wrought^lks, Bengals, Stufe mixt withilMk 
or Herba, df <he Manufafture -of f^??^, * 
China^ aild hdia^ and all Callicoes painted, 
dy*d, printed or ftained there. The itejJbn 
df Wbidi, is in the laid Aft fet forth to t)e. 
The great ^ecrimerit the Nation itceived as 
tht Trade was thjsn nianaged, %y exhaufting 
the Treafare shereof, and taking away the 

labour 
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Labour of the People, whereby very many 
•of the Manofafhirers were become exceflively 
burthenibme and chargeable to their refpedive 
Parifhesy and others compelled to feek for 
Employment in foreign Parts, I (halt not now- 
repeat . what I then wrote, but / will confider 
how far the Remedy they then provided hath 
anfwered the End. 

The making this Law, gave a new Life 
to our Manufadbures, and would have given 
more, if the true Intent of the Parliament 
had been anfweitd : But we have fince found 
that it has not ; fot it neither keeps our Trea- 
fure at home, nor prevents thofe Commodities 
iron) being worn here, which they delign'd 
it fhould ; and I very much queftion, whether 
any thing lels than a total Prohibition of their 
Importation will do it \ for though they are 
direfted to be exported again, yet there is 
great Reafon to believe,that they are privately 
brought back, both from Ireland^ our Plan- 
tations, and other Places to which they are 
fent, to the Lofs of his Majefty's Cuftoms, 
and the Prejudice of the Stainers and Paint- 
ers her, befides the Injury to our ManulaAures : 
OtherWife, how come fuch great Quantities to 
be worn and ufed here, when the Stock ia 

band hath been fo long fince fpent ? 

There 
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There are other Commodities, which the 
Company may trade in, and the Traft of 
Land within their Charter is large enough tt> 
afford an advantagious Commerce there, the 
Profits whereof might be returned hither, in 
things no way injurious to our Manufa^res, 
fuch as Raw-Silk, Indigo, Pepper, SaltPeter, 
Spices, Drugs, China^ Wares, Coffee, Tea, 
and many other Things, if they were induf- 
trious to make Difcoveries, as private Mer- 
chants would do, if the Trade lay open ; and 
I believe it will not be difputed, that great 
Quantities of Raw-Silk, have jjeen brought 
thence fince the Making of that Law, than 
were ufed to be d<me before. 

I know it hath been allcadg*d. That by the 
Exportation of thoie Manufa6turcs again, 
more Bullion in ^cie is brought into this 
Kingdom, than is carry'd out for the buying 
them in /^^; but this was never yet nude 
out, and it would be much to the Satis&fUicMi 
of the People, who daily fee that Bullion car- 
ried away, and alfo for the Honour of the 
Company, that it was done ; which if it be 
really fo, might be fee forth in this, or any 
other Method that the Parliament fhall think 
fit, 

!• Let 
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1 . Le T them give an Account what Qgan* 
titles of Bullion they export on every Ship 
they fend abFQad» and on what Commodities 
*ds laid out. 

2. Lbt them iet forth, how and in what 
{Haoner, thefe prohibited Manp&ftures do, on 
dieir being Expor^d again, bring in as much 
Bullion ip Jpecie^ as was carry'd out to pay &r 
them in the Indki. 

A^N D I think it a pcoper Work for a Com- 
mittee of Trade, to receive thefe Accounts 
from time to time, and after a juft Examipa*' 
' lion, to lay them before the Parliament a$ 
* every Meeting, with their Opinions thereon. 

But if they only mean, that the Exports* 
tion of xhofe Manu&£kures is a help to us in 
the Ballance of our Trade, whiph nmft othei> 
wife be paid in Bullion, I anfwer, that our 
own Produd and Manufadhires alwayi have, 
and are flill fufiicent to fupporx the Ballance 
of our Trade. 

As for wshiteCallicoes and MuQin$,diey have 
beat out the rearing of Lawns, Cambricks, 
and other thin German and Sil^ Linneqs^ 
which has been the Qccafion of turning 
many of thole Looms to the Woollen Maniir 
fa«aures there, that were ^formerly employed 
in die weaving them, and hath abated the 

Exportation 



£xpottati6h of great Quantities of Glcfth ; 
beftdes the kinderan(jb Callkoes gl^e to the 
t^niumptroti iA S^^/j - I^miens, .which being 
thin aiid foft, are as protier for, dyings print- 
ing, an(d ftaining, as they ^e, and may be 
miauteas white. 

The E^'tndies is a bottmnlefs Pitfor OEir 
Buttion, Which can nfiVet droulate imher again ; 
lvh*ftis, if it was lent to any t^art of E^rcpi^ 
Acre ihight be fome liopefr, by the BallancBc 
of odr Trade, to bring Jt back again ^ aj^4 
When oiir BnlUon fiiib, that Trade muft Gisafc 
cf cotfrfe, wHch it will fecin do, if the'Gom-^ 
pany contimsc to ^^ary ont yearly as mtsch as 
dor dthfef Trades ^brings tis in. 

I Wifli the NobiHiy and Gentry of this 
K'ingdorfi wotild *be ih l/rrt with our own 
MdnuFdStilres, ttnd thofe Whicih are purchafed 
wklithem, and ih&t they would 1)y their Ex- 
atii];i}es ^neoiir^ thfc iifing them, Which 
wduH %e attended with the Prayere of the 
Pdbr, "befidefe Ae Advant^e it would brii^ » 

to tTfcir Efeate. 

-A'kb as to Navigation, 'I think ifWHl not 
be dirputea, that forig Vdyagts father ufe 
Sailors thah make thehi, boA the Employers, 
and-i^he 'Etnjilby'ed, ehuffnfe father to make 
'iheit 'fiM Eic^Hhiehts <Jfl fhort ones. 

I 
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WeftJ^. I will next proceed to die Weft-India and 
Afria. 'African Trades, which I efteem the moft pro- 
fitable we drive, and join them together, be- 
caufe of their dependance on each other, 
WhitbiT ^^T before I enter farther thereon, I will 
BittUng of confider of one Objeftion, it having been a 
mu bath ^^^ Queftion among many thoughtful Men, 
*?» «« whether the fetding our Pkntadons Abroad 
;^^^. * has been an Advantage to the Nation ; the 
Reafons they give againft them are. That 
they have drained us of Muldtudes of our 
People, who might have been ferviceable at 
Home, and advanced Improvement in Huf- 
bandry and Manufactures ^ that this Kingdom 
is worfe peopled, by io much as they are in- 
creafed; and that Inhabitants being the 
Wealth of a Nation, by how much they are 
Icflened, by fo much we are poorer,, than 
when we firil began to fettle thofe Colonies. 

To all which I anfwer; that though I 
allow the lafl Propofition to be true, that 
People are the Wealth of a Nation, yet it 
can only be fo, where we find Imploymcnt 
for them, otherwife they muft be a Burthen 
to it : *Tis my Opinion, that our Plantations 
\ are an Advantage to this Kingdom, though 

not all alike, but every one more or lefs, as 
they take off our Produ6t and Manufadures, 

fupply 
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« 

iiipply us with Commodities, which may be 
either wrought up here, or exported again, or 
prevent fetching things of the fame Nature 
from other Places for our Home Confumption, 
employ our* Poor, and encourage our Navi- 
gation i for I take this Kingdom, and all its 
Plantations, to be one great Body, thofe being 
as fo' many Limbs or Counties belonging to 
it 5 therefore when we confume their Growth, 
Vc do as it were Ipend the Fruits of our 
own Land \ and what thereof we fell to our 
Neighbours, brings a fecond Profit to the 
Nation. 

These Plantations are either tl^e great 
Continent from Hudfoif s-Bojf Northward to 
Florida Southward, containing Nova Scotia^ 
New-England^ New-Jerfy^ New-York^ Pen- 
Jtlvania^ Virginia^ Mary - Land^ Carolina j and 
alfo our Iflands, the Chief whereof are, iVJw- 
foundlandy Barbadoes^ Attegoa^ Nevis^ St. 
Chrijiopbers, Montferat^ and Jamaica \ the 
Commodities they aflford us are more efpecially 
Sugars, Cotton, Tobacco, Piamento and 
Fuftick, of their own Growth ; alfo Log- 
wood, which we bring from Jamaica-' {}Q}it . 
fu-ft brought thither from the Bay of Cam-- 
J>ecbia on the Continent of Mexico^ belong- 
ing to the Spaniards^ but cut by the Subje&s 
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of this Kingdoiti, who have made frtiall fettfc- 
ments there) befides great Quantities of Filh, 
taken bn the Coafts both of Newfoundland z,vA 
New-England : Thefe being the Pi'odadt oF 
^ Earth, Sea and Labour, are clear Profit to 
the Kingdom, and give a double Employ- 
ment to our People, firft to thofe who raife 
them there, next to thofe who prepare Ma- 
nufadures here, wherewith they are fupplied, 
befides the Advantage they afford to our Na- 
vigation ; for the CbmtnoditieS' exported thi- 
ther, and thofe imported thence hither, being 
generally bulky, do thereby employ more: 
Ships, and confequently more Sailors, which 
leaves more Room for pther labouring People 
to be kept at work in our Hufbandry and 
ManufadlureS, whilft they confume the Pro- 
dud: of the one, and the Effedh of the other, 
in an Employment of a diftinft Nature frdm 
cither; 

Th IS was the firft Defign of fettling Plan-' 
tations abroad, that we might better main- 
tain a Commerce and Trade among ourfelves, 
the Profit whereof might redound to the Cen- 
ter : And therefore Laws were made to proi 
Vent the carrying their Produdt to other Pla- 
cfes, and their being fupply'd with Neceflarics 
6ve from hence only, and both to be dene 

in 
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vti ^t e\*ri Siii^, navigafed by ouf omt 
Saifdrt-, cictpt ih forte Cafc^ petmitfed by the 
fiSt of Navigation ; andfo much as theRein$ 
oF thbfe Laws ate fet foofe, fo ititich lefi pro-^ 
fil^fe 4rfc thfe Plantations to us. 
" Auario thefe t^kntations, I io^ upott 
New-England to bring the leaft Adrantage to 
this Kingdom ; ftit the Inhabitants thereof 
itttploying themfelvcs rather by trading to the 
ttkieft, thaij raifmg a ProdtKft proper to be' 
trahfpdrtted hither, and fuppTying them (eP- 
p6CialIy the Mands) with Fifli (which they 
cateh t)ii their Coaft) Deal-Bo^ds, Pipe- 
Stavdj, Horfcs, and &ch like Things of their 
bwh Growth, #hich they cafinot bfe fo well 
fumilhed with hence, alfo with Bread, Flow- 
ed, Peafe, and oth^r Grain ; and From thehci 
fetching the rdf^ftive Produ^s of thofe 
Maftds, and fomt^fi'mes Tdbacco ^rom Vtrgf-^ 
fifd Ind Mny-tandj have carried thterfi to 
fbreign Markets, to the great Prejudice of 
this Itingddih : fiut to prevent' ftis, they 
hate been by ftindry Laws obliged to bring 
them all hither, except vi^hat is cohfumed a* 
^mong themfd*ies: By whkh Means this 
Kingdom is becottie the Center oF Tride, 
and ftonding like the Sun ih tli(f midft of 
ks Plantadohs, doth not otily refrelh thciftj 
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but alfo draws Profit from them : And in- 
deed it is a Matter of exa6): Juftice that it 
fhould be (o^ for from" hence it is that Fleets 
of Ships, and Regiments of Soldiers are 
frequently fent for their Defence, at the Charge 
of the Inhabitants, towards which they con- 
tribute but little. 

Besides the foremen tioned Commodities, 
we have from Carolina excellent Rice, and 
there has been Cocheneel taken, which as yet 
is but a Difcovery, and perhaps may not 
meet with any confiderable Improvement, till 
that Colony is better peopled ; what I have 
feen thereof in the Hands of a Gentleman who 
brought it thence, feems by its Figure, to be 
niuch like what we call a Lady-Cow, or Lady- 
Bird, but is very fhiall, arid I take it to be the 
Fatus of an Infeft, which laying its Eggs on 
a Shrub called the Prickle-Pear, or fbmething 
very like it, leaves them there, till Time 
tsrings them to Maturity, in the fame Man- 
ner as the Caterpillar does with us in the Cab- 
fbage or CoUard Leaves, wife Nature thus di- 
reding, that the Eftus may find its Food, Iq 
foon as it watits its Suilenance. It gives a 
very curious Colour when bruiied, but being 
extraordin^y fmall, does require long Time 
to gather in any Quantity, and Labour being 

very 
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very dear there, *twill not yet anfwcr the 
Charge; but by cultivating and improving 
the Plant, which now grows wild, and by 
being better acquainted with the proper Sea- 
ions to colled them, when they are at a more 
mature Growth, greater Quantities may pro- 
bably hereafter be procured, and at lefs 
Charge ; and I think it would be a good Step 
towards it, if an Encouragement was given 
on its Importation hither, in fuch a Manner, 
as to the Wifdom of the Parliament (hall 
item fit and proper. 

Now, that which makes thefe Plantations AWcau 
more profitable to this Kingdom, is the Trade 
to Africa^ whereby the Planters are iupplied 
with Negroes for their Ufe and Service ; a 
Trade of the moft Advantage of any we 
drive, and as it were all Profit, the firft Coft 
being Ibme Things of Our own ManufeiftureS, 
and others generally purchafed with them, for 
which we have in return. Gold, Teeth, Wax, 
and Negroes, the laft whereof is indeed the 
bed Traffic the Kingdom hath, as it occafi* 
onally gives {o vaft an Employment to our 
People both by Sea and Land. Thefe are 
the Hands whereby our Plantations are im- 
proved, and it is by their Labours fuch great 
Quantities of Sugar, Tobacco, Cottop, Gin- - 
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g^r, Fuftick and Incjjgo, are wif^, wj^ish 
employ great Numbers! gf Ships fqr $ranft 
porting them hither \ aod tb^ gvt^^f NuittT 
her of Ships, employs the gre^t^F N^jmb^P ftf 
Handicraft Tr^d^# 41 boi»fl> fpfxjida morfeof 
our Prodi)<^ and Maiiu&^Hre3» aad makfls 
piore Sailorf , whp ar^ maintained by a ft|)sb 
rate Employment \ ^r if fivcry O^e rjiifed thd 
provifior^ he e^t, or m^de the ^^a^luiyJ:w« 
he wore, Traflic wpjijd Cf a(€, which i$ %, Va^ 
riety of Emplpywf ntp Men have fct tbf m» 
felves on, whereby one is feryiceaUe tp ihOhr 
'. ther, adapted ip their particular Gt^nii^'s, 
with()ut inv^iqg e^h Pth^r^s PrQviaec^ { 
Thus the HufhaRdmjn r^ifes Corn, ihe Milir 
ler grinds it, the 94k6r m^kes. it into Br^d, 
and the (pitizens ca^s i£ : Thus ^^ Qrafkr ($iXi 
Cattle, and ^he Butqher kijk th^qa fof tha 
Market : Thus t^ie Sh^phf rd theers hi^ Sheep, 
' the Spinfter turns the Wpol into Yarn, the 
"Weaver makes it into Cloth, and the MePf 
chant export^ it, and every one lives Iqr each • 
other : Thus the Country fuppligs th« City 
with Prpvifions, and that th$ Cpuntry with 
Neceflaries ; now th? advififlg a fprmf r Reign 
to monopolize this Trade, and Qonftne it t^ 
an exclufive Company, wa;5 the f^p?, a$ 10 
adyife the People of JEgypt, fq faife feigji 
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Banks to keep the Riyer Nilus from over- 
flowing, leaft it ftould fertilize their Lands > 
or the King of *Spain to fhut up his Mines, 
leaft he fhould fill his Kingdom too full of 
Silver : This Trade indeed is our Silver Mine^ 
for by the Overplus of Negroes above what 
will ferve our Plantations, we draw great 
Quantities thereof from the Spaniards^ who 
are fettled on the Continent of America^ both 
for the Negroes we furnilh from Jamaica^ and 
alio by the Affiento, lately fettled by a Corn- 
pad of both Nations : 'Twas thefe which firfi 
introduced our Commerce with that People, 
and g^ve us Opportunities of felling our Ma- 
Dufaftures to them. 

But tho* this Tfade be now laid open, 
yet it will not be amifs to enquire what Rea- 
Ibns (hould perfuade that Government to mb- 
nopolis^e it, and what has been the Confe- 
quences thereof, in order to obviate any fu? 
ture Attempts that may be made to get it 
done again. 

As for the Firft i The Neceflity of having 
Forts, Caftles, and Soldiers to defend the 
Trade which could not be. carried on without 
them, had then Force enough to prevail. 

E4 But 
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But ]et us confider what theie Forts, 
Caftles, and Soldiers were, their Ufe, and 
vrhither the Trade is not as well fecured now 
it lies open. 

The greateft Number of Soldiers, offered 
as I remember at a Committee formerly ap- 
pointed by the honourable Houfe of Com- 
mons to enquire into that Affair, did not ex- 
ceed One Hundred and Twenty on the whole 
Coaft, nor did their Forts and Caftles appear 
to be any thing alie than Settlements for their 
Faftors, nor was it ever made out, or indeed 
pretended, that they Were fitted to wage a 
National War, or to iecure againft a National 
Invafion, nor were there any Magazines laid 
up to expeft a Siege from the Natives ; nor 
could they hinder Interlopers from trading 
on the Coaft of what Nation foever ; but the 
Company having obtained Frigates from the 
Government, deftroyed our own Merchant 
Ships (unlefs permitted on the Payment of 
great Mulfts at home) whilift they let others 
alone-: This, together with the Powers given 
them in their Charter, to feize in the Planta* 
tions, fuch as had the good Fortune to efcape 
them on the Coaft, and alio their Cargoes, 
cjifcouraged private Traders, who elfc found 
no Difficulties, the Natives receiving them as 

Friends, 
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Friends, and chufing rather to deal with them 
than the Company, whofe Fadtories alfo be- 
ing at remote Diftances from each other, great 
Part of that Coaft was untraded to. 

Nor do I fee what Need there was to fight 
Cur Way into a Trade, altogether as advanta- 
geous to the Natives as to us j for whilft we 
fiipplied them with Things they wanted, and 
were of Value amongft them, we took in ex- 
change Slaves, which were elfe of little Worth 
to the Proprietors ; and there was no Reafbn 
to think, that the People of this Kingdom^ 
who had fetded fuch large Colonies on the 
Continent of America^ (l)efides it feveral I- 
flands) where there was at iirft fuch (mall 
Hopes of Advantage, without the Help of a 
Company, fhould fall ihort in iecuring this 
Trade, which carried with it the Profpedt of 
lb great a Profit 

I will next confider the Inconveniencies 
that have attended this Monopoly, and the 
Advantage the Nadon reaps by the Trades 
being laid open ; we now fend more Ships, 
and fupply the Plantations with more Ne- 
groes, and vend more of our Cbmmodities 
for their Purchafe : Befides, every Negro in 
the Plantations gives a fecond Employ to the 
Ma;!iufadurers of this Kingdom s and had we 

. many 
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many mora t<>, fpre, fhe Sp^fliafd^ would bjuy 
thqm> and pay U3 in PulKon/ lb tjiere could 
be no Ground for putting this Trade into few 
iFIands, unlefi *twas defigned thpfe few Ihoui^ 
grow rich, whilfl: fgr th^ir S^lips, the NaA 
tion fufFered in its Trade an4. Navig^tiopi^ the 
Company haying made this de^rimentaf Ufe 
pf their Charter? that jthey. bought up our 
Manufaiflures cheaper q..t home, and m^de the 
Planters pay dearer for Negroes abroad, th^n 
could have been done* if there h^d been 
more Buyers for the O^e, and Sellers of the 
Other. 
^ . It is not to be dopbted, whether the vend- 

ing our Manu^&ures, and encouraging qut 
N^vig^tion, on advantagious T^rmSp are the 
tn^e Intereft of this KJ^in^dom^ gnd that all 
Foreign Commerce) as it advances either^ is 
more or lefs profitable to us % but the confin- 
ing this Tradq to an exclufive Company cpuld 
jproraote neither ; ^nd I believe *t>s one gr?^t 
Realbn, why we know fo little of that grefjit 
Continent, becaufe the Company, finding 
Ways enough to eniploy th^ir Stock anaciigft 
thofe few Settlements they had made on the 
Sea-Coaft, never endeavoured a farther Iplan^ 
Difcoverys whereas, now the Tr^de is laid 
open, the bufy Merch^jaf, thjit induftrious 

Bee 
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B^ Qf ibr. Nmiw, will B^« l.«w wy €r^h 
pr Riyw <»tw^4 I9y f?9i» whw;« li^ wax 

^Tifi te Tridc «id. C<3|i»fWi«je wa «rQ be, 
hpfelieg fbr vh« kBwkdg^, w« h^ve of fy^^ 

more remote People dwell from the Sea, iii9 

fcfs' iH^y are: fe^inte4 wi^ Agyrq nbrfoiad. 

Tr^tck to ie, fiwy be nmch f»>larpd w wf 
A^v4Rtage ; U^.and Experience^ jml^ un by 
d^WS* Mftfer« ef every thing, and t|ha* th« 
ftfjl Uncfcrt^lfi^s of a Defign may fell fewt^ 
^ «i|wWHig tfe?ir privatp Ends, yet tb^ .Qfon 
tey Qpen l)?fl!»_ Patted sterna Eofteriiy d* 

tread with Succefi, though thty mifcftrricd 5 
]N[W thftt aJI Pfaoas are jpvi»itt«d firefly to 
fvii Shipi^ tnd to ha?^ ttte liikisgemf nl; of 
their owfi Afialrs, Jnduftry is encouraged^ 'iinid 
i^ples Heads are fet at work How they may 
f)utr4o eadi other, by getting firfl into a new 
Place of Trade. Befides, the more Tmdara, 
tbe laoorp Buyers at home, and Sellers abroad, 
ftnd by this m^ans,. oqi^ PkntkioDs on t&s 
Jargs Cofidnent of Amrka^ aire better fiit- 
siUhed with Negroes, for want of wHieh the 
InhabitaDts ther^ oould never arrive to tbo& 
Impix>vements tfaey ha?e done oi^ the lil&tids, 

the 
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ibe Company having given them litttle or no 
Supply, but chofe rather to fend their Negro^ 
to the latter, becauie they were able to make 
them better Payments 5 but the Free-traders 
have fince done it,, to the great Advantage of 
thofe Plantations, and of the Nation in gene- 
ral - 

A s for the other Commodities brought in 
returns from Africa^ viz. Wax and Teeth, 
one ferves for a foreign Export, without any 
Difadvantage to our own Product ; and the 
other is manufiadured at home, and afterwards 
carried to Markets abxxid : And as for the 
Gold brought thence, I need not mention how 
much it doth advance our Wealth, all allow it 
to be a good Barter. 

On the whole, I take the African Trade, 
both for its Exports and Imports, and alio, as 
it fupplies our Plantations, and advances Na- 
vigation, to be very beneficial to this King- 
dom, and will every Year grow nwre fb, if it 
remains open. 
Irelind. . I come now to difcourfe of Ireland^ and of 
the Trade we interchangeably drive with that 
Kingdom^ with whom it is necef&ry to main- 
tain a good CorrefpcHidence, which muft be 
' done on fuch Terms, as may be profitable to 
us both; and J think nothing is n\orc likely 

to 
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to anfwer this End, than the encoun^ng the 
Linnen ManufaAufe there, which it is highly 
our Intereit to promote, and theirs to fet upon^ 
being for the moft Part of another Nature, 
than what is made either in the North or Smib- 
Britain ; for, befides the Employment it wiH 
give to the Poor, large Trafts of Land will 
be taken up for railing Hemp and Flax, both 
which thrive well in many Parts of that King- 
dom ; on the other Hand, the low Labour of 
Ireland being employed on that Manu&£hire, 
will no Way prejudice ours, but make them 
better able to trade with us, for fuch things 
wherewith they are fupplied hence, it being 
undoubtedly the Interelt of this Kingdom, 
that all thofe Nations we trade with fhould 
grow rich, by any Methods that do not make 
us Poor ; and more-elpecially Lrekmd^ whofe 
Profits are generally fpent here. 

But then, how fhall this Manufkdlure be 
carried on ? Truly, the firft Step muft be, by 
furnifhing Money on reaibnable Intereft, and 
receiving it again by fuch Payments as the 
Borrowers can make, and buying up the Lin- 
nens when made, and then the landed Men 
will encourage it, on their own Eftates, and 
thereby enable their Tenants to pay their 
Rents better ^ which laft £ffe& it h^di already 

had 
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had in the N^^rdi of Ireimd^ wfatt« by fpiftning 
the Ytittk kl the Wititer Nights^ and ^tlihg 
their Cloth ready s ^^ fie for Sa}e^ sal-iy in 
the Year, th^y provide ibr tf«!ir ilfiy Rents, 
wkhoi^t bdng CG^miived to M theit* Gattii 
Whitft th*y ire lean, ^d their Na'&dnhef Pay- 
itieMs d(> Hot beeoftie doe^'tiU thtey s^i fkt» 
a»id their Hatirtft ii 6ver. 
' Now thefe Loahs muft be m&de, tidier by 
a JOiAt^Sctek rai(ed'f<^ ^lit I\])^ft^ dr by 
the Bank of Ei^glOnd, Which w^li te Mtendecl 
#ith g^ Sidirityi for by tetfdfi &f the 
Regilter fetded theire by AS ^f PiHkA^t, 
I t^ke the Securities <^ IfiJ4nd, tb t)e father 
bett^Jt* than th(>fe i^ Mn^lMi : ^d this vlf^y of 
Undif)^ Money^ iHbft fikewile be ^ry aoc^ 
tftl^ to all thofe w^iofe Eftat^^ ^t un^r dif- 
f^rent Incunob^nce^^ which tmy by thiift meai^ 
be reduced into one, aikl paid oflT, as^ they cati 
fpare the Money by dtgree*. 

No It tan I/4ee how tHhy iH Cdhfcqoences 
Win atc^d the bringing the Mbftey xA Par ih 
both Kingdortis, I kttow it had hone when 
the trbWrt^piesee Was fotne Yeats firiob reduced 
from fii Shillings to pa6 at fiw Shiffitigs and 
five Ptnce, tad afl x>thtr Mottey in JPrapttr- 
tion ; it neitSter caufed an AlteWtion in the 

Rente to the Landlords, Mt in the Price df 
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thfe Ptoduft to the iTenants; ind I fca,ntot 
fee Why the faliinj^'it to five Shilfitife (« it 
pafies here) ihould carry with it atty in Effcft 5 
t^e Lahds ttf /r^&fe^ would dicrtby be mtre 
worth 16 rfie PropVietbw, who Would then bt 
tA6tt Willing, ^ttd better ibte, tb i[j[)ertd theit- 
Monfey Yitrtj when they were fited from foch 
high Exchanges ; befides the Advantage* to 

the Kfbg itt his fte^eriue. 

The Comktt6ditrei w^ have thente are. 
Wool, Hides, TklioW, and Skins, ill ufeful 
fn oiur Manufadlures ; as alfo fome Herrings 
which we export ajg^ih 5 and we Ihip from 
thence for other Markets, Beef, l^ork, Salmon 
and Butter ; 'we likewife fujpply tiiem with 
Tobacco, Sugar, and other iPlantatioh Goods ; 
alio with fine Bfoad-CTdth, Silk Mahufaftures, 
and feveral other things made here 5 and with 
fiindry oF our Prddudb, ^.Lead, iTin, Ctoal, 
(^c. of which laft, fo great Qaantities ar6 
carried thither yearly, that it Will fcairce be 
credited, how much they fay thSf e it amounts 
urito i befides MuIlinS, Callrcoes, China- Ware, 
Tea, Coffee, and othet Eafi-India Goods: 
They have indeed, difcouraged the Importa- 
tion of Callicoes, by loading them with a great 
Duty, but I Wonder they do not totally pro- 
hibit theift, for thit fingte Commodity doth 

more 
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nuMie Injury to their Manu&dures^ both of 
Linnen and WoUen, than all the Things they 
import befides. 

I (hotild be very glad to fee the Linnen 
Manufafture there brought to a good Per* 
fedlion ; and I am fure if the Government 
were at fomc Charge in doing it, 'twould not 
be ill laid out. 
6naiies» I fhall proceed next to the Trade we drive 
to the Canary-IJlands^ which brings us nothing 
but what we confume, and I believe takes 
from us litde of our Product or Manufadures ; 
but fince we muft drink Wines, 'tis better to 
have them from the Spaniard than the French ; 
the firft takes off much of our Manufac- 
tures, the other litde v and I am apt to think, 
thofe Wines are paid for out of what we ihip 
to Spain. 
Spain. This brings me to the Spani/b Trade, 
which I take to be very profitable to this King- 
dom, as it vends much of oqr Produft and 
Manu&dtures, and fupplies us with many 
Things necef&ry to be ufed in making the 
Latter, and fiirnifhes us with great Quantities 
of Bullion 5 I fhall divide it into three Parts, 
Spain^ l^ifcajy znd Flanders. 

To begin with Spain^ by which I mean, 
that Part from the Bay pf Cadiz inchifive, Eafl* 

ward 
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ward* into (he Straits o{ Gibraltar^ as ^r as 
Catalonia ; whither we fend all Sorts of 
Woollen Manufaftures, Lead, Fifli, Tin, 
Silk and Worfted Stockings, Butter, Tobacco, 
Ginger, Leather, Bees- Wax, and fundry o- 
ther Things. And in Return we have 
thence, fome Things fit only for Confump- 
tion, fuch as Fruit and Wines ; others for our 
Manufaftures, fuch as Oil, Cochineal, Indi- 
go, Anata, Barillia, and fome Salt, with a 
great Part in Gold and Silver, wherewith 
they are fupplied from their large Empires 
on the main Land of jlmerica^ whither 
they export much of the Goods we carry to 
them. 

The Spaniards are a ftately People, not ' 
much given to Trade or Manufactures them- 
fclves ; therefore the firft they carry on by 
iiich chargeable and dilatory Methods, both 
for their Ships and ways of Navigation, that 
other trading Nations, fuch as the EngUJh^ 
French^ DuUby and Genoefe^ take Advantage 
of them •, only their Trade to their fFeft^ 
Indiesy hath, on ftrid: Penalties, been re- 
ferved to themfelves ; but having no Manu- 
faftures of their own, the Profit thereof 
comes very much to be reaped by thofc who 
furnifli them : Nor is it fo well guarded and 

F fecurcd. 
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fecured, but that the Inhabitants thereof have 
been plentifully fupplied by us with Mana* 
faftures, and many other Things from Ja- 
maica^ and may be more, by the Liberty late* 
ly granted to the South-Sea Company, where- 
by we get greater Prizes for them, than 
when they were firft fhippM to Ca^z^ and 
exported thence thither, which adds to the 
Wealth of the Nation : This I take to be 
the true Reaion why our Vent for them at 
Cadiz is leflened, becaufe we fupply New* 
Spain diredt with thofe Things they ufed to 
have thence before. 

By Bifca;^^ I mean all that Part under the 
Spani/b Government, which lies in the Bay of 
' that Name, or adjoining to it : The Com- 
modities we fend thither are generally the 
fame as we do to Spaittj and in Return we 
have Wool, Iron, and fome Bullion, whereof 
the firfl: is the beft and moft profitable Com- 
modity, which could we fecure wholly to our 
felves , 'twould be of great Advantage to the 
Nation \ but both the Dutch and Frenfb 
cpme in for their Shares ; tho* I am apt to 
think the former might be induced to bring 
it hither by way of Merchandize, if we did 
fo far relax the Aft of Navigation, as to give 

them Liberty to do it- 

The 



A DJfcourfe onTK ADE,^c. 6y 

The third Part of our Spamjh Trade is' 
that to Flanders^ whereby I ixieah all thofc 
Provinces that were formerly under its Go* 
vernment, but are now under the Emperors, 
whether we fend Commodities much of the 
lame Nature as thofe we fend to the other 
Parts, tho' not in fo great Quantities, and a* 
mong our Woollen Manufadures more coarie 
Medleys ; al(b Mufcovado Sugars and Coals, 
but not ib much Leather as we have formerly 
done, being fupplied with raw Hides from 
Ireland^ whicli are tann'd there : We have 
thence Linnens, Thread, and other Things, 
which are ufed both at Home, and alfofhipp'd 
to our Plantations. 

Th e next is the Trade we drive to the Portugal; 
Kingdom of Poriugaly and its Iflands, where 
we vend much of our Product and Manu- 
fadtures, little different in their kinds from 
what are fent to Spain \ and from thence we 
have in Return, Salt, Oil, Woad, Fruit, 
and Wines, befides Gold and Silver :• ,Wc. 
have, fince the War with France ^ increafed 
our Importation of their Wines, which is 
more our Intereft to do, than to have them 
from Prance^ whence our Imports have been 
always more than our Exports would pay fi>r, 
and to tbb Kingdom our Exports are greater 

F 2 than 
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than their Produfts can make us Returns, ef- 
pecially fince we have defifted from bringing 
hither their Sugars aod Tobacco, Commo- 
dities wherewith we are more advantageoufly 
fupplied from our Plantations in America^ and 
are now able to furnifli fdreign Markets 
cheaper than they can. 

These People were formerly the great 
Navigators of the World, as appears by 
^ their many Difcoveries, both in the Eaji and 
TFeJl'IndieSy befides the feveral Iflands of the 
Azor£5y Cape de Verd^ and alfo Maderasy 
where they have fettled Colonies 5 to thefe 
they admit us a free Trade, but refervc their 
remoter Setdements on the Continent of Brazil 
more ftridtly to themfelves, whither they ex- 
port many of the Comm6dities we fend them, 
and in Return have Sugars and Tobacco, 
which are again exported to the European 
Markets, thpugh little of them hither : Befides 
which, they have of late brought from thence 
great Quantities of Gold ; their Iflands we 
fupply direftly with our Manufactures, and 
from the Azores load Corn, Woad, and fome 
Wines, which we receive in Barter for them, 
and are the Produft of thofe Iflands ; the firft 
we carry to Maderas^ where *tis again bar- 
tered for the Wines of the Growth of that I- 

Haiid, 
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fland, which are Ihipt thence to our Planta- 
tions in America : In thefe Settlements the 
Inhabitants live well, and are plentifully fup- 
plied, becaufe they have wherewith to pay for 
what is brought them ; but thofe refiding on 
the Ciy>e de Verd Iflands, beiiig generally made 
up of Negroes, Molattoes, and fuch like Peo- 
ple, and having little Produdt to give in Re- 
turns, are but meanly furnifhed, and have 
. fcarce enough to ferve their Neceffities, much 
lefe to pleafe their Luxuries, Afles, Beeves, 
and Salt, being all we have from them, which 
we generally carry to our Plantations in Ame^ 
rica : fome Salt we bring home •, Beef might 
be made there very cheap, could it be faved, 
being purchafed for little, and Salt for lefs, 
but the Climate wrll not allow it ; only the 
Ifland of St. Jago is rich, well governed, and 
a BiQiop's See, where they are well fupplied 
with Neceflaries, becaufe they have Money to 
pay for what they buy. 

The Portuguezcy as they are now become 
bad Navigators, fo they are not great Manu- 
fafturers ; fome Sorts of coarfe Cloth they do 
make, which is often (hipp'd to the Iflands 
of Maderas and the Azores^ where 'tis worn 
with great Delight, and preferred before any . 
other of the like Goodnels, becaufe its made 

F 3 in 
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in Portugal ; and they did once attempt the 
making Bays, for which they drew over fome 
of our Workmen, but it foon came to an 
End, and they returned Home again by En- 
couragement given them here, {o prudent 
a Thing it is to ftop an Evil in the Begin-^ 
ning. 
JTurkey. ^ The Trade driven to l*urkiy is very profi- 
table, as it affords us Markets for great Quan- 
tities of our Woollen Manufaftures, together 
with Lead, and other Produft, Ihipp'd hence 
to Conftantinople^ Scandaroon^ and Smyrna^ and 
from thence difperft all over the Turkifib Do- 
minions, as alfo into Per/ia. The Commo- 
dities we have thence in Return are. Raw 
Silk, Cotton-Wool and Yarn, Goat's-Wool, 
Grogram - Yarn, Cordivants, Gauls, Pot' 
A(hes, and other Things, which are the 
Foundations of feveral Manufaftures different 
from our own, by the Variety whereof we 
better fuit Cargoes to export again 5 and tho' 
this Trade may require fome Bullion to be 
carried thither, yet there is a great Difierencc 
between buying for Bullion, Commodities aU 
ready manufafturM, which hinder the Ufe 
and Confumption of our own, fuch as thofe 
brought from the Eafi-Indies^ or Things to 
be fpent on Luxury, fuch as Wines and Fruit, 

and 
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buying therewith Commodities to keep our 
Poor at Work ; thefe muft be had, tho* pur- 
chafed with nothing elfe. 

To the fcveral Parts ofltafywc lend great Italy. 
Quantities of Lead and other our ProduA» 
and many Sorts of Woollen Manufadures, 
but chiefly thofe made of Worfted 5 alfo 
Fifh, and Sugars, both white and brown, the 
laft principally to Fenice 5 We bring thence 
raw and thrown Silk, and Red- Wool! ; alio 
Oyl and Soap, (of the latter we now make 
a great deal in England J both ufed in Work* 
ing up our Wool, fome Paper, Currants,^ 
and other things. 

Both Venice and Genoa have made fome 
Attempts on a Woollen Manufa£hire, being 
fijrniflied with Wool from Alicant^ and thofe 
Eafiem P^rts of Spain ; wrought Silks and 
Glafs are not fo much imported thence as 
the formerly were, fince we have fallen on 
making them here. 

The Duich likewifc Buy many of oarH©llana. 
Manufa£i:ures , and much of our Pro* 
du£t, as Coals, Butter, Lead, Tin, befides 
diings of fmaller Value, fuch -as Clay, Red* 
ding, &r. which are exported to Holland^ 
not only for their own ufe, but being a 
Mart of Trade for Germatrf^ they difperfe 
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them for the Expence of thofe Countries ; a- 
mong whom they alfo Vend our JVeft-InMa 
Commodities, fuch as Sugar, Tobacco, In- 
digo, Logwood, Fuftick, Ginger, Cotton- 
Wool, befides what they ufe themfelves; 
they - are an induftriobs People, but having 
little Land, want Produft of their owa 
. to Trade on, except what they raife by their 
Fiftieries, or bring from the Eaji-Indies^ where- 
of Spices and Salt-Petre are many times ad- 
mitted to be brought hither, tho* contrary to 
the A6t of Navigation •, indeed the Trade of 
tht Dutch confifts rather in Buying and Selling 
than Manufaftures, moft of their Profits arifing 
from that, and the Freights they make of 
their Ships; which being Built for Burthen, 
are imployed generally in a Home-Trade, for 
bulky Commodities, fuch as Salt from St. Ubes 
to the Bahicky Timber, Hemp, Corn, Pitch, 
^ and fuch forts of Goods thence to their own 
Country, which Ships they Sail with few 
Hands 5 and this, together with Lownefs of 
Intereft, enables them to afford thofe Com* 
modities at fuch Rates, that they are often 
fetcht from them by other Nations, cheaper 
then they could do it from the Places of their 
Growthj all charges confidered : 'Tis ftrange 
to fee how thefe People Buz up and down 

among 
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among, themfelvcs, the Greatnefs of whofe 
Numbers caufes a vaft Expence, and that 
Expence muft be fupplied from Abroad, fb 
one Man gets by another, and they find by 
Experience, that as a Multitude of People 
brings Profit to the Government, (o it cre- 
ates Imployment to each other -, befides they 
Invent new ways of Trade, by felling, not 
only Things they have, but thofe they have 
not, great Quantities of Brandy and other 
Commodities being difpofed of every Year, 
which are never intended to be delivered, 
only the Buyer and Seller get or loofe, ac- 
cording to the Rates it bears at the time agreed 
on to make good the Bargain ; fuch a Com- 
merce to this Kingdom would be of little 
Advantage, and would not advance its Wealth 
more than Stock-jobbing, our Profits depend- 
ing on the improving our Produd and Ma- 
nufa£hires \ but that Government raifing its 
Income by the Multitude of its Inhabitants, 
who pay on all they eat, drink and wear, and 
almoft on every thing they do, cares not fo 
much by what Methods each Perfon gets, as 
that they have People to pay 5 which are ne» 
ver wanting from all Nations, for as one 
goes away, another comes, and every tem- 
porary Refident advances their Revenue % 

therefore 
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therefore to increafe their Numbers, they 
make the Terms of Trade eafy ; contrary to 
the Cuftoms of Cities and private Corpora- 
tions with us, the Narrownefs of whofe Char- 
ters difcourages Induftry, and hinders Im- 
provements both in Handicrafts and Manu- 
faftures, becaufe they exclude better Artifts 
from their Societies, unlefs they purchafe their 
Freedoms at unreafonable Rates. 

Hamburgh HJMBl/RGH is another Market for our 
Manufactures ; this City vends great Quan- 
titid^ of our Cloth, as alfo Tobacco, Sugars^ 
and other Plantation Commodities, together 
with feveral of our ProduAs, which are alfo 
thence fent into Germany ; from whence we 
have in Return Linnens, Unnen-yam, and 
other Commodities, very neceflary both for 
the Ufe of our fclves and of our Plantations, 
and little interferring with our own Manu- 
faftures. 

Poland FOLAND alfo takes off many of our Ma- 
nufadurers, wherewith it is fupplied chiefly 
from Dantzicky whither they are Srft car- 
ried, and thence difperft into all Parts of 
that Kingdom, which hath but little Wool of 
its own, and that chiefly in Ukrania ; but the 
Expence of our Cloth hath been leflened there, 
fince Sile/ki and the adjoining Parts of Ger-* 
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tnany^ have turned their Looms to that Com- 
modity, occafioned by our difufing their Lin- 
nens, and wearing Callicoes in their Room \ 
we have thence ibme Linnens, alio Potalhes. 

RUSSIA is likewife fupplied by way of .^^^ 
St. Angela^ with our Woollen Manufaflures, 
and other Things, alfo with fome Tobaccx); 
but the Sale of the latter is decreafed, occa- 
fioned (as I am informed) by the Indifcretion 
of our Merchants that imported it ; who putt- 
ing an cxceflive Price thereon, caufcd the Czar 
to encourage the Planting it in his Dominions, 
which being very large, and reaching from 
the Mare Album Northward, to the CaJ^an 
Sea Southward, befides its vaft Extent from 
Eaft to Weft, affords Climates enough proper 
for it ; by which means, we are in danger of 
lofing the Sale of that Commodity, fb profi- 
table to the Nation, which we might have 
continued, if they had not been too covetous 
at firft : We have in Return from thence. 
Hemp, Potafties, Ri^ Hides, with jfome 
Linnen, and other Ccwnmodities, both ufefU 
aft Home, and fit to be carried abroad. 

SfFEDEN and its Territories, takes pff Sweden- 
great Quantities of our Manufaftures, I?oth 
fine and coarfe, and Ibme of our Produft, be- 
fides Tobacco and Sugars, and other Pianta- 

tlon 
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tion Goods ; but the Sale of our Cloth hath 
been Icffen'd there, occafion'd by their load- 
ing it with great Duties, on purpofe to en- 
courage a Manufacture of their own ; their 
Wool is coarfe, fo confequently the Cloth 
made thereof muft be ordinary ; however, the 
kte King encouraged the Wearing it, by his 
own Example, and thought it the Intereft of 
his Kingdom fo to do : Yet all forts of Serges, 
Stuffs, and Perpets are carried thither^ and I 
think as freely as before ; from thence we have 
Copper, Iron, and fome other Things. 
Denmark BENMAR K is fupplied from us with 
Norway. WooUcn Manufaftures, yet takes no great 
Quantities, ^nd Norwa;/ lefs, the People qf 
the latter being generally poor -, fome To-* 
bacco and Sugar is aJfo fliipp'd hence and fpent 
amongft them. 

From thefe three laft Northern Kingdoms 
we are furniflbed with Pitchy Tar, Hemp, 
Mafts, Baulks, and Deal boards, all very ule- 
ful to us, and without which, we can't carry 
on our Navigation, and therefore we muft 
have them, though purchased with Money ;.. 
but the Parliament having encduraged the 
Importation of fome of them from our Plan« 
tations on the Continent of America^ our De- 
pendence on them for thofe Things, will in 

all 
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all probability be leffened every Year : I look 
on any thing that faves our Timber, to be an 
Advantage to the Nation, which Baulks and 
Boards do. 

Th e French Trade hath every Age grown France, 
lefe profitable to our Woollen Manufedturers,' 
as the Inhabitants make wherewith to fupply, 
both themfelves and other Nations, which 
they could not do, were they not furnifhed 
with Wool from hence and Ireland, their own 
being unfit to work by it felf : Nor doth 
France fpend much of the Growth and Pro- 
duft, either of this Kingdom, or of our 
Plantations, and furnilhes us with nothing to 
be manufadured here, fo that the Trade we 
drive thither, turns only to their Advantage ; 
which being generally for Things confumed 
among ourfelves, and our Imports exceeding 
our Exports, muft needs be Lois to the King-^ 
dom •, but if the Linnen Manufafture can be 
fettled in Scotland and Ireland, Paper, Diftill- 
ing, and Silk Manufa£hires, encouraged here, 
the Ballance will foon be altered, efpecially 
fince the Portuguefe have made fuch Improve- 
.ments in their Wines; only their Salt we Ihall 
ftill want for our Fifheries. 

As to the South-Sea Trade, I cannot under- South Sea. 
^Uke *e> lair tntvh jo ir, hsipst but lately en- 
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tered upon, and limited by hSt of Parlia* 

ment to an exclufive Company, according to 

whole Management it may prove more or lefs 

Advantagious to the Nation ; only in this I 

believe we may be certain, that they will 

never carry away our Bullion, as the E^-In- 

dia Company does, but in all Probability, will 

bring us more. 

mat . And thus I have run through the Foreign 

^J^f^^^ Trades driven from this Kingdom, and ihew'd 

fr^abU how they advance its Intereft, by taking off* 

Mamifiu' ^^^ Produft and Manufaftures, and liipply- 

tw-is, and ing us with Materials to be manufaftured a- 

naf. ^' gain ; wherein 'tis a certain Rule, that fo far 

as any Nation furnifiies us with things already 

manufaflured, or only to be fpent amongfl: 

pur felves, fb much lefs is our Advant^e by 

the Trade we drive with them -, efpecially if 

thofe Manufadhires interfere with our own, 

and are purchafed with Bullion. Therefore I 

think the Eaft-India Trade to be unprofitable 

to us, hindering by its Silks, Muflins, and 

Callicoes, the Confumption of more of 

our Manufa£hires in Europe^ than it takes 

from us. The Spanijbj ^urkeyy and Portugal 

Trades, are very advantagious, as they vend 

great Quantities of our Manufadures, and fur- 

nifh us with Materials to be wrought up here, 

and 
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and difperfe our Commodities to other Places, 
where we could not fo well fend them our- 
felves; this Spain dotSci to its Setdements in 
America \ Turkey to all its Territories^ both 
in Europe and Jfia^ and alio to Perfia ; P^- 
tugal doth the fame to BraziL The Buicb^ 
Hafnburgb^ and Bantzick Trades are very ufe« 
ful, as they fupply German;/^ Poland^ and fome 
Parts of Rjuffia^ with our Manufadures, and 
litde interfere with us in theirs. Sweden and 
Denmark are profitable, both in what they 
take from us, and in what we have from them 
again. Italy takes off much of our Worfted 
Manufactures, and fends us litde of its own» 
fave wrought Silks, whereof we (hall every 
Year import lels, as we increafe that Manu- 
facture at home ; but above all, I efteem the 
African and Weft-India Trades to be moft pro- 
fitable to the Nation, as they imploy more of 
our People at Home, and give greater In^ 
couragement to our Navigation by their Pro* 
' duft J but the French Trade is certainly our 
Lofs, France being like a Tavern, with whom 
we fpend what we get by other Nations ; and 
*tis ftrange, we Ihould be fo bewitcht to that 
People, as to take off their Growth, which 
' confifts chiefly of things for Luxury, and re- 
ceive a Value only for the Efteem we put on 

them 
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them, whilft at the feme Time, they pro- 
hibit our Manufadhires, in order to fet up 
the like among themfelves, which we en- 
courage, by fiirnilhing them with Wool. 
fl^Bal- The Ballancc of that and the Eaft-India 

Jance of 

§acb Trade, is always againft us, from whom we 
1[rade. j^y^ jj^ Goods more than we (hip them, and 

therefore muft lefien our Bullion ; the Ballance 
of Spain and 'Portugal is always in our Favour, 
and therefore mail encreafe it ; as for the 
Dutcby Germany^ and Hamburgh^ their Ballan- 
ces are not yet agreed on ; fome think we fliip 
them moft, others, that we receive moft from 
them ; I incline to the former : The North- 
ern Crowns fupply us with more than they 
take from us, but they are Commodities we 
can't be without, at lead, till we can be better 
furnifh'd with them from our Plantations in 
America 5 Turkey may require Ibme Bullion, 
yet the Trade we drive thither is very bene- 
ficial to us ; Italy will grow more and more 
in its Ballance on our Side, as the Importa- 
tion of wrought Silks is leflTen'd, and turn'd 
into raw and thrown. Now confidering, 
that almoll the whole World is fupplied by 
our Labour, and that our Plantations do 
daily bring us fuch Incomes, 'tis ftrange, if 
this Nation Ihould not grow rich, which 

doubtlefs 
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lioubtlefs it would do above all our • Neigh- 
bourse were iour Trade righdy looked after. '^ 

Thqsb whd . cope with Us in our Manu-._^^«^ 
fadhires^ are chiefly the French j bufe let due .^^,y^ ^^^ 
Gare be taken to preyfent their being fuppllied ^^^i/j.^ 
with Wool frcJm hencej and ftom Ireland^ aufaaurtsi 
and we Ihall fooii fee an Altci^tion therein 2 
•Tis truci they hate Wool of their own^ but 
they cannot work it without burs or Irijh : 
The Commodities they make, are generally 
flight Stufls^ wherein they ufe a gteat deal of 
Goqibing Wool ; and thefe tliey hot only 
^iteir themfelves^ but fend therti to Pdttugali 
and othel* Parts^ with godd ^uccefs ; 16 
fcouiltermine which< we have fallen on ma- 
king them, by Affiftahce of the French Re^ ' 
fugees J I wonder at the Fancies of thofc Men; 
who are always finding Faulty thlt we do not 
inake our Manufddures as ftrcftig as foi*meriy 
Vre did^ wherein I think they are to be 
blamed^ for we muft fit them to the Hiimouri 
of the Buyers^ and flight €!loth brings as much 
t^rbfit to the Nation as ftrbng, ^nd the fanid 
Employment to the Poor 5 yet where Seali 
and . other Marks are feti let them be certaiti '- 
Evidences to the Truth of what they eertlfyi 
eidier as to the Length of the Piece, or that 
the Infide is fuitable to the Outfide^, or that *t]i 
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truly wove, and without Flaws; the famc*^ 
with rcfped to the Colour;' that 'tis woadedy* 
or madder^d, or the like ; But there is agreat 
deal of Difference between this, and oUiging 
the Manufadturer to make his Cloth or Stuff 
to a certain Weight and Thicknefi, without 
refpe6k to the Buyer, or the Climate to which 
it is fent. As for the lyutcb^ as I take them 
to be no good Planters, fo likewife no good 
ManufaAurers, their Heads are not turned 
that Way, but rather to Traffic and Naviga- ^ 
tbn. The Elanderkins were once famous in- 
the Art of Cloth-making, which thdy carried 
on by the Wool they fetch*d hence : But King 
Edward tht Third, by keeping our Wool at- 
home, put a ftop to that Manufafture. If 
therefore the prohibiting our Wool to be 
carried out, had at that Time fo good an Ef-- 
fe<a and Confequence a^inft thofe People,. 
why fhould not Our Care to prevent its being ' 
carried out now, have the fame, againft the 
French? We cannot indeed hinder thentj from ' 
Spam/hi but we may from our own and Ir^^ 
As for Sweden J I am apt to think their Ma- 
nufaftures will come to little. And as for^ 
Germany J the Woollen Manufafture is not fo 
natural to them as the Linneh, which they • 
wpuld keep clofe to, if we gave them En- i 

couragemcnt. 
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couragement, by wearing, it here, and fend- 
ing it to our Plantations, which would be 
more advantagious to us, than by the ufe -of 
Muflins and Gillicoes, to put them on fen- 
cing with us at our own Weapons, which they 
very unwillingly undertake. The Woollen ,, ! 
Manufadlures in lialy are but fmall, and thofe 
chiefly among the Venetians^ fomething a- 
mong ^t Gemefe\ thefe we .cannot hinder, 
being fupplied with Wool from thofe Parts 
of Spain which are near them, except we 
could promote a Contrafl: with the Spaniard 
for all he hath ; and if it fhould be objefted 
that we fliould then have too much, *tis bet- 
ter to burn the Overplus at the Charge of 
the Public (as the Butch do their Spices) than 
to have it wrought up abroad, which we 
can't otherwife prevent, feeing all the Wool . 
of Europe is Manufactured fomewhere ; and 
if the A6t for burying in Woollen did e:?- 
tend to our Plantations in America^ 'twould 
be of great ufe towards the Confumption of 
our Wooll -, thus, when the Nation comes to 
fee, that the Labour of its People is its 
Wealth, 'twill put us on finding out Methods 
to make every one Work that is able ; which 
muft be done,' by hindring fuch fwarms from 
going off to idle and ufelefs Employments^ 

G 2 and 
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fuid by preventing fuch Multitudes of lazjr 
People froni being maintained by beting. 
DifeMMet And this is ferther to be noted in our 
^ig'""- Trade with Foreign Nations, that where 
awH Ships tjiey fgtch from us our Produft and Manu- 
, 'fJtbJl^ faftures, and make their Imports to us, in 
Nathm. jj^gij. Q^n Ships, we get lefi by the Trade we 
drive with them, than if we did it in ours, 
becaufe that doth alfo encour^e our Navi- 
gation i and Freights are a great and profi- 
table Article in Trade •, therefore we get more 
by the Spanifh Trade, becaufe we generally 
drive it in our own Bottoms; and we lofe 
more by the French Trade, when they bring us 
their "Wines and Brandy, than when we fetch 
them ourfelves j and accordingly we may take 
our Moafures in judging of all other Trades. 
Whaheri It hath been a great Debate how the Bal- 
true T»Jg- |j^^^ of our Foreign Trade fliall be comput- 
r^LTVed, and ' what Methods we fhould take 
»*' M" whereby to know it, and it has been thought, 

iance of wiiw*v«^/ 

iV«ii that the moft proper way to make a true 
-'^' Judgment' therein is, by taking an Account 
from the Cuftom-houfe Books of our Exports 
and Imports-, but if this Method would do, 
yet I do not think there can be any Certainty, 
cither of the one or the odier, drawn fix)m 
thence ; for, as fot our Imports, the Bullion, 
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and fuch Thin^ of Value^ are not entered 
there, and feldotn preftntedj and as to the 
Exports, feeing our Woollen Manufeftures 
go out Cuftom-Free, the Entries there made 
of them cannot be depended on 5 but fuppofe 
a more exaft Account of our Exports and Im- 
ports could be had, yet, lince fo g^eat a part 
of the Trade of this Kingdom is driven by 
Exchange, and fuch vaft Quantities of Com<» 
ihoditi^s are Imported from our Plantationa 
for Account of the Inhabitants there, the Pro-> 
duce whereof they leave here as a flock at 
Home, and that they are fupply'd hence with 
fb many Things for their own Confumption, 
I cannQt fee how any moderate Computation 
can be this, way made of our general Tradcj^ 
much lefs of that we . drive with any particu- 
lar Nation, the Commodities which we re-» 
ceive at one place, being often carried to ano- 
ther i thus we tranfport to Iiafy^ the Sugars we 
receive for our ManufaAures in Poriugalj and 
bring thence Silk and other Things to be 
manufa&Ured here, and yet we muft nor con-. 
elude we lofe by the Portugal Trade, becaufe 
the Returns thence fall fhort by the Cuftom- 
Houfe Books, w that we get mor& by the 
Italian Trade, becaufe it doth not app^r by , 
thofc Books how we exported Commodities 

G 3 tQ 



1 



8d 4 Difcourfe on TRADE, \iL 

to pay for what wc Import thence ; ,and as to 
the Profits we make by the Freights of our 
Ships, it doth not at all appear from them, 
nor at what Rates our Produd and Manu«- 
fadures are fold Abroad, or our Plantation 
Goods to Foreigners at home •, fo the Thing 
mud: {till remain doubtful ; and I know no 
more certain way to Judge of it, than by the 
Ipcreafe the Nation makes in its Bullion, 
which always arifcs from the over Ballance of 
our Foreign Barter and Commerce. 
Committee And for the better Encouraging the Trade 
0f Trade, ^f this Kingdom, I think it well worthy the 
Thoughts of a Parliament, whether a (landing 
Comniittee,' made up of Men well verfl there- 
in, fliould not be appointed j whofe fole Bu- 
finefs it ihould be to confider the State there- 
of, and to find out Ways to improve it ; to 
fee how the Trades we drive with Foreign 
Kingdoms, grow more or lels profitable to us ; 
how, and by what Means we are out-done 
by others in the Trades we drive, or hinder- 
ed from enlacing theiii ; what is npccflary to 
be prohibited, both in our Exports and Im-. 
ports, and for how long Time j to hear Com- 
plaints from our Faftories Abroad; and to 
correfpond with our Minifters there, in AC 
fairs relating to our Trade, and to reprefent 

all 
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all Things rightly to the Government, with 
their Advice, what Courfes are proper to be 
taken for its Encouragement; and generally 
to fludy.by what means and Methods the 
Trade of this Kingdom may be improved, 
both abroad and at home. 

If this was well fettled, the good Effefts 
thereof would foon be feen ; but then, gre^it 
Care muft be taken, that theie Places be not 
.fill*d up with fuch who know nothing of the 
Bufinefs, and thereby this excellent Conftitu- 
tion become oqly a Matter of Form and Ex- 
pence. 

In the Management of Things of much 
lefs moment, we employ fuch who are fup- 
pofed to underftand what they undertake, and 
believe they cannot be carryed on without 
them ; whilft the general Trade of the Na- 
tion (which is the fupport of all) lies negleft- 
edi as if the Coggs that direft' its Wheels did 
iiot need (kill to keep them true : Trade re- 
quires as much Policy as Matters . of State, 
and can never be kept in a* regular Motion 
by Accident; when the Frame of our Trade 
is out of Order, we know not where to be- 
gin to mend it, for want of ,a fet of expe- 
rienced Builders, ready to receive Applica* 
'" G 4 : : tioos. 
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tiohs, and able to judge where the Defeft 
lies. 

Such a G)mmtttee as this, will foon ap^? 
pear to be of great Ufe and Service, both 
to the Parliament in framing Laws relating 
to Trade, and alfo to the Government in 
the Treaties they make with Foreign Na- 

« 

tions. 

As to the firft, it hath fometimes been 
thought, that when that great and glorious 
Aflembly hath medled with Trade, they 
have left it worfe than they found it ; and the 
Reafon is, becaufe the Laws relating to Trade^ 
require more time to look into their diftanc 
Confequences, than a Sefldon will admit i 
whereof we have had many Inftances. 

To begin with the French Trade ; in the 
zid Car. IL a new Impoft was laid on Wines^ 
viz. Eight Pounds j^^ Ton on the Frencby 
^d Twelve Pounds per Ton on Spanifib and 

> Poriugueze : This Difference (with the low 
Sublidies put on their Linnens by former A&s^ 
in refped to thofe of other Places) was a 
great Means of bringing the Ballanoe of that 
Trade fo much againft us, that the Parlia^ 
ment in the 7/i& and itb of Gul. IIL thought 

. ^t to make an A£b, (and is continued by this 
jprgfent Parliament for a longer time) whicl\ 
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in EfFeft, prohibited all Trade with that N?i- 
jtion for One and Twenty. Years, by laying 
^ great Duty on the Importations thence, in 
order to prevent a Correfpondence, till the 
Trade fhould be better regulated. 

In the ij^tb Car. 11. Logwood was per^ 
fitted by Aft of Parliament to be imported^ 
paying five Pounds per Ton Duty 5 the fame 
Aft repeals two Statutes of Queen Elizaieib 
againft Importing, and Ufing it in Dying' 
here, and fets forth the Ingenuity of our Dy- 
ers, in finding put Ways to fix the Colours 
made with it ; and yet at the ianie time gave 
a Draw-back of three Pounds fifteen" Shillings 
per Ton on all that (hould be Exported, 
whereby Foreignci^ ufe it fo much cheaper in 
their Manu&ftures than ours can here ; which 
proceeded from a too hafty making that Law, 
and being advifed, or rather abuibd, by thofe, 
«who reg^ded more their own Intcreft, th^n 
that of the Nation. 

By an Aft made i Ja. 11, an Impoft of 
Two Shillings and Four Pence per Cent, was 
laid on Mufcovado Sugars imported from the 
{Plantations, to be drawn back at Exporta* 
tion ; the Traders to the Plantations ftirr*d 
in this Matter, and fet forth. That lucH a 
Puty woujd difcoqrage the |lefinin|; them 

here, 
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here, by hindering the Exportation of refined 
Sugars, . which was thea cbnfiderable, and 
carry that Manofafture to Holland and Flan- 
ders 5 but the Commiflioners of the Cuftoms 
prevailed againft them, and the Bill paft ; the 
fatal Confequences whereof foon appeared ; for 
the Exporters of Mufcavado Sugars^ drawing 
back two Shillings and Four-pence per CetU. 
by that Aft, and Nine-pence per Cent, by the 
A6t of Tunnage an4 Poundage, foreign Mar- 
kets were fupplied with refined Sugars from 
other Places cheaper, by about Twelve per 
Cent, than we coiild furnilh them hence, by 
which means we were beat out of that Trade : 
and though the Duty of two Shillings and 
Four-pence per Cent, was not continued on the 
Expiration of that A<3:, by the Parliament 
Q.d TV. and M. as they did the Three-pence 
per Pound on Tobacco) the badEfFefts there- 
of being then apparent, yet 'tis Difficult to 
retrieve a loft Tradp, trading Nations being 
like expert Generals, who make Advanta- 
ges of the Miftakes of each other, and take 
care to hold what they get. 

By a Statute 4th and 5th W. and M. 
twenty Shillings per Ton was laid on iMps 
Caliminaris dug here and Exported, on an 
Information given to the Houfe of Cpmrnons, 

that 
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that it was not to had any where elfe ; t|[ie 
Merchants concerned in exporting th^t Com-* 
modity, nude Application, apd fet forth, that 
fach a Duty would bring in nothing to the 
Crown, but be a total Bar to its Exportation ; 
yet the Aft paft, and we were like to have 
made a fatal Experiment 5 for till the Statute 
. of the 7th and 8th of the fame King, which 
reduced the Duty to two Shillings per Ton, 
the Exportation, cealed; and in the mean 
Time, thofe Places which had been difcourag* 
ed from digging, and calcining it, becauie we 
underfold them, fet again to work, and fup« 
plied the Markets where we vended ours. 

What Injury was done by the Aft made 
in the gtb and 10 fb IF. III. for the more 
effeftual preventing the Importatioa of Fo- 
reign Bonelace, 6fr; doth fufEciently appear 
by the Preamble of that nfwde in the iitb 
and nth of the fame Reign, for repealing it 
three Months after the Prohibition of our 
Woollen Manufaftures in Flanders (which wa» 
occafioncd. by it) fliould be there taken off j 
but I don't underftand that is yet done, and 

it may prove an irrecoverable Liofi to the Na- 
tion. 

I men- 
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I mention thefe Things with great Sulv 
mifiion to the Judgment of that glorious AA 
fembly, the Wifdom and Strength of the Na- 
tbn ; to whom I only prefuhie with all Hu-« 
mih'ty to oflTer my Thoughts, that it would ' 
very much tend to the putting Matters of 
Trade into a true light before them, if they 
were firft referred to a Body of Men, well 
veried in the true Principles thereof, and able 
to fee through the Sophiftical Arguments of 
contending Parties, to he by them confidered, 
and well digefted, before they received the 
Sanftion of a Law. 

Ahd as to foreign Treaties ; I do not 
diink our Trade hath been fo much bettered 
by them as it might have been, for want of 
fuch a Committee ; the Reprefentations made 
by private Merchants, (who generally differ 
according as their Interefls clafli with each 
other) tending rather to diflrafi:, than to in-* 
form the Grovernment ; which would not be» 
if their firft Applications were made to an 
cpcperienced Committee, who had Judgment 
enough to fubftraft out of them what was pro* 
per to be oflfer'd ; by which means, our De- 
mands might be rendered ihort and com*^ 
prehenfivc. 
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We have natural Advantages in Trade 
above other Nations, befides the Benefit of 
our Situation, the Foundation of our Woolen 
Manufa<fhires being as it were peculiar to our 
own Growth, and may be retained amongft 
ourfelves ; an Advantage the French have not^ 
whofe Wealth arifing chiefly from the Ex- 
portation of their Wines, Brandy, Salt, Paper^ 
Silks, and Linnens, both we and other Na- 
tions, have made fuch a Progrels in them all 
fince the War began, as to render theirs le& 
fought for; whereas, nothing but our own 
Negledis, and ill Managements, can let our 
Neighbours into our Manufaftures, which we 
may foon put a Hop to, by fecuring our Wool 
at Home. 

I cannot dole this Dilcourfe without fpeak* 
injg Ibmething of Infurance. . The firft Defign hfurancK 
whereof, was to encourage the Merchants to 
export more of bur Produft and Manufaflures^ 
when they knew how to eafe themfelvcs in 
their Adventures, and to bear only fuch a Pro- 
portion thereof as they were willing and able 
to do ; but by the Irregular Pradbices of fome 
Men, this firft Intention is wholly obviated ; 
Vho without any Intereft, have put in early 
Policies, and gotten large Subfcriptions on 

Ships 
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SHip% only to make Advantage by felling 
them to others ; and therefore have induf- 
tnoudy promoted falfe Reports, and fpread 
feumours, to the Prejudice of the Ships and 
IVfarfers, filling Mens Minds with Doubts, 
whereby the fair Trading Merchant, when he 
comQS to infure his Intereft, either can get no 
one to underwrite, or at luch high kates, that 
he finds it better to buy the others Policies at 
advance ; by this meians thefe Stock-jobbers 
of Insurance, have, as \i were, turn'd it into 
a Wager, to the great Prejudice of Trade : 
like!wife many ill-defigning Men, their Policies 
being over-valued, have (to the Abhorence of 
honeft Traders, and to the Scandal of Trade 
itfelf) contriv'd the Lofe of their own Ships : 
On the other Side, the Underwriters, when 

. a Lofs is ever fo fairly proved, boggle in 
their Payments, and force the Infured to be 
content with lefs than their Agreements, for 
fear of engaging themfelves in long and 
chargeable Suits. 

Now, if the Parliament would pleafe to 
take thefe Things into their Confideration, 
they may reduce Infurance to its firft Inten- 
tion, by obliging the Infured to bear fuch a 
proportionable Part of his Adventure, (the 

. ^ Premio 
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Premio included) as to diem Ihall feem fit, 
and aHb the Infurtrs, when a Lofs. is' fully 
made out, to pay their SubfcriptibnS without 
Abatement, which will prevent both y and 
if any Differences ftiould arife, to direft eafy 
ways for adjufting them, without attending 
long Iffues at Law, ot* being bound up ta 
fucli nfce Rules in thdir Proofs, as the Agairs 
of foreign Trade will not admit. 

I know, that by a Cliufe in a Staitute made W1//ul 
primoAntiie^ the wilful caftingaway, burning, ^"^l^^" 
or ptherwifc deftroying a Ship, by any Cap- ^ t^ 
tain. Matter, Mariner, or other Officer be- 
longing to it, is made Felony, without Befie- 
fit of Clergy ; but that Statute is fo qualify 'd, 
that it is difficult to convift the Offender, *be- 
caufe the Fadl muft be done, to thfe Prejudice 
of the Owner, or Owners, or of any Mer- 
chant 6r Merchants that (hall load Goods* 
thereon, ' elfe he doth not come within its- 

Penalty, fo it doth not reach the Evil I here 
mention, viz: the abominable Contrivance of 
the Owners to have their own Ships dcftroy- 
ed, in otder to make an Advantage by their • 
Infurances; a Crime fo black' in itfelfj that* 
it cannot be mentioned without' Horror.) 
Thefc Men, when theyfratne theii- dark De'-* 

figns. 
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fignsy will take Care, for the Security of thofef 
, they employ^ that none befides themfelves 

ili^ll load Goods on the Ships they intend 
fliall be thus deftroyed^ and it cannot be fup 
' pofed that they receive Prejudice thereby 
themfelves, ib the Profccution on that Statute 
}s evaded ; but if the Infufed wete bound tor 
make out their Interef^s, and to bear a Fro- 
portionable Part of the Lofs themfelves, this 
would, as it were, naturally, prevent fuch 
fcandalous Pradlj^ces^ 

i^Mkr Be FORI t enter on the Bufine6 of tKe 

rfL^^ur ^^^» ^ ^^^^ confidcr of a Qjjeftion that hath 

is a Hin- arrifen, and I have heard fometimes debated 

jSj^I^! ty Men of good Underftanding, which is^ 

ments im Whether the Labour of the Poor being fa 

duasM h^gl^> ^^^ ^^^ hinder Improvements in our 

Manufac' PfoduA and Manufedlures; which having 

iome delation to the Subjed Matter of this 

Difcourfc, I (hall offer my Thoughts thereon^ 

with Submiifion to better Judgments, viz. 

That both our Product and Manufadbires 

may be carried on to Advantage, without 

funning down the Labour of the Poor. 

, As to the firft, our Produft, I am of 

Opinion, that the running down the Labour i 

oC 
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the Poor, is no advantage to it, nor is it the! 
Intereft of that part of the Kingdom called 
England to do it, nor can the People thereof* 
live on fo low Wages as they do in other 
Countries ; for we muft confider, that Wages? 
muft bear a Rate in all Nations according to 
the Price of Provifibns ; where Wheat is fold 
for one Shilling /^r Bulhel, and all Things 
fuitable^ a labouring Man may afford to work 
for Three-pence a Day, as well as he can for 
Twelve-pence, where ic is fold for four Shill- 
ings ; and this Price of Wheat arifes chiefly 
from the Value of the Land ; for it cannot 
be imagined, that the Farmer who gives 
twenty Shillings per Acfe, can af&rd it as low 
as be whofe Lands coft him but five Shillings 
per Acre, and produces the fame Cr6p, not 
can Labour be expefted to be fo low in fuch 
a Country, as in the other ; this is the Cafe of 
England^ whofe Lands yielding great Rents^ , 
require good Prices fof the Produft; and 
this is the Freeholders Advahtage \ for fupi- 
pofing Neceffaries to be the Current Payment 
for Labour, in fuch Cafes, whether we call 
a Bulhel of Wheat one Shillings or Four ' 
Shillings, it will be all one to him, for fo 
much as he pays, but not for the Overplus of 

W his 
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his Crop, which makes a great Difference in- 
to his Pocket ; you cannot fall Wages, unle(s 
you fall Produdt ; and if you fall Produdt, 
you muft neceflTarily fall Lands. 

And as for the fecond, our Manufaftures, I 
am of Opinion, that they may "be carried on to 
Advantage, without running down the La- 
bour of the .Poor ; for which I offer, 

I. Obfervation, or Experience of what 
hath been done ; we have and daily do fee 
that it is fo ; the Refiners of Sugars fell for 
Six-pence />fr Pound, what yielded formerly 
Twelve-pence ; the t)iflillers fell their Spirits 
for one half of what they formerly did : Glafs 
Bottles, Silk Stockings, and other Manu- 
faftures (too many to be here enumerated) are 
fold for not much more than half the Price 
they were fome Years fince, without falling 1 

the Poor. 

But then the Queflion will be, how this 
is done ? I'ruly it proceeds from the Ingenui* 
ty of the Manufadlurer, and the Improve- 
ments he attains to in the Ways of his 
Working : Thus the Refiners of Sugars go 
through that Operation by eafier Methods, and 
in lefs Time, than their PredecelTors did : 
Thus the Diflillers draw more Spirits from 

the 
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the Things they work on, than thofe former- 
ly did who taught them the Art. The Glais- 
Maker hath found a quicker way of making 
it out of Things which coft him little. Silk 
Storings are wove ; Tobacco is cut hy En- 
gines ; Books are printed ; Deal Boards are 
fawn with Mills ; Lead is fmelted by Wind- 
Furnaces ; all which &ve the Labour of 
many Hapds, io the Wages of thofe employ-^ 
ed need not be fallen. 

Besides Which, there is a Cunning crept 
into Trades : The Clock-Maker hath im- 
proved his Art to fuch a Degree, that La- 
i)Qur and Materials are the leafl: Part the 
Buyer pays for. The Variety of our Woollen 
]Vf anufaftures is fo pretty, that Faihion makes 
a Thing worth twice the Price it is fold foe 
after, the Humour of the Buyer carrying a 
great Sway in its Value. Artificers, by Tools 
and Laves, fitted for different Ufes, make 
fuch Things, as would puzzle a Stander-by to 
fet a Price on, according to the worth of 
Mens Labour. The Plummer by new In- 
ventions cafts a Tun of Shot for ten Shillings, 
* which might fcem to dcferve forty. 

Th e faqie Art is crept into Navigation ; 
Freights are much fallen from what they for- 
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loo A Difcourfe on TRADE, l&c. 

merly were at, and yet Sailors Wages are ftill 
the feme : Ships are built more for Stowage, 
and made ilrong enough to be loaden between 
Decks, and Voyages are performed in lets 
Time. Wool is fteved into them by ^ch 
proper Inftruments, that three or four Bags 
are put, where one would not elfe lye ; 
Cranes and Blocks help to draw up more for 
one Shilling, than Mens Labour without 
them would do for Five. 

New Projedlions are every Day fet on Foot 
to render the making our Woollen M*anu- 
faftures eafy, which fliould be rendered cheap* 
er by the Contrivance of the Manufafturers, 
not by falling the Price of Labour : Cheap* 
nefs creates Expcnce, and gives frefh Em- 
ployments, whereby the Poor will be ftill kept 
at Work. 

The feme for our Produft ; Mines and 
Fits are drained by Engines and Aquaedudb 
inftead of Hands : The Huibandman turns 
up the Ground with his Sullow, not digs it 
with his Spade ; covers his Grain with the 
Harrow, not with the Rake \ brings home 
his Harveft with Carts, not on Mens Backs ; 
and many other eafier Methods are ufed, both 
for improving of Land, and raifing its Pro- 

du6t. 
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duft, which leffen the Number of Labourers, 
' and make Room for better Wages to be gi- 
ven thofe that are employed. 

Nor am I of their Opinion, who think 
the running down the Price of our Growth 
and Produft, that fo they may buy Provi- 
fions cheap, an Advantage to the inland 
Trade of this Kingdom, but of the con- 
trary. 

To underftand this rightly, let us begin 
with the Shop-keeper, or Buyer and Seller, 
who is the Wheel whereon the inland Trade 
turns, as he buys of the Importer and Ma- 
. nufafturer, and fells again to the Country j 
. fuppofe this Man fpends two hundred Pounds 
per Annum^ in all Things neceflary for him- 
felf and Family, as Provifions, Cloaths, 
, Houfe-Rent, and other Expences, the Que- 
ftion will be, what Part of this is laid out 
in Flefli, Corn, Butter, Cheefe, (^c. barely 
confidered according to their firft Coft in the 
Market ? I prefume fifty or fixty Pounds per 
Annum to be the moft, whereon the Advance 
to him will not be fo much, by keeping up 
our Produft to a good Rate, as the Profits 
which will confcquently arife in his Trade wjU 
amount unto ; For by this Means the Farmer 
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will be enabled to give a better Rent to his 
Landlord, who may then keep a more plen- 
tiful Table, fpend more Wine, Fruit, Sugar, 
Spices, and other Things wherewith he is 
furniihed from the City, fuit himfelf and his 
Family oftner, and carry on a great Splendor 
in every Thing; the Farmer according to 
his Condition may do the fame, and give 
higher Wages to the Labourers imployed in 
Hufbandry, who may then live better, and 
buy new Cloathes dftner, inftead of patching 
up old ones ; by this means the Manufafturers 
will be encour^ed to give a better Price for 
Wool and Labour, when they Ihall find a 
Vent as faft as they can make ; and a Flux of 
Wealth caufing a Variety of Falhions, will 

add Wings to their Inventions, when they 
Ihall fee their Manufedhires advanced in their 

Values by the Buyer's Fancy ; this likewife 
will encourage the Merchants to encreafe their 
Exports, when they (hall find a quick Vent 
for their Imports ; by which regular Circu- 
lation, Payments will be Ihort, and all will 
grow rich ; but when Trade deadens in the 
Fountain, when the Gentlemen and the Farm- 
ers are kept low, every one in his Order keb 
it : It being moft certain, and grounded on 

the 



A Difcourfe wr TRADE, ^. io| 

the Obfervation of a]l Men who have lookc 
^ into it, that in thofe Countries where Pro- 

^ vifions are Cheap, the People are generally 

Poor, both proceeding from th^ want of 
Trade; fo that he who will give a righ( 
Judgment in this Matter, muft not confider 
Things only as they offer themielves at the 
firft Sight, but as they will he in their Con^- 
fequences. . > , 

A s to the other Part of Great Britain^ call- 
ed Scotland^ I can fay little with Relation to 
this Matter, my Knowledge of that part of 
the Kingdom being not fufiicient to enable me 
/ to dp it : But I am apt to believe, that the 
jame general Maxim muil hold good there 
alfo, viz. That the Rates of Labour muft be 
according to the Prices of Provifions, ainl 
chofe according to the Rents of the Lands* 

Hating thus gone through the State diTbeTm 
the Nation with refpeft to its Trade, I will 
nex;t confider it with relpeft to the Poor. 

And here it cannot but feeqni ftrange, that 
this Kingdoni) which fo Hiuch abounds in 
. Produdl: and Manu&ftures, befides the Imploy- 
ment given in Navigation, fliould want work 
for any of its People \ the "Dutch^ who have * 
little of the two former, if compared with 

H4 us. 
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US, and do not exceed us in the latter, fuffer 
no Beggars ; whereas we^ whofe Wealth con* 
Ms in the Labour of our Inhabitants^ feem 
to encourage them in an idle way of Living, 
contrary to their own and the Nations In- 
tereft. 

The Curfe under which Man firft fell, was 
Labour *, ^at iy the Sweat of bis Brows be 
fiould eat bis Bread : This is a ftate of Hap- 
pinefs, if compared to that which attends Idle- 
nefs : He that walks the Streets of London^ 
and obferves the Fatigues ufed by Beggars^ to 
make themfelves feem Objefts of Charity, 
mud conclude, that they take more Fains 
than an honefl: Man doth at his Trade, and 
yet feem not to get Bread to eat : Be^ary 
is now become an Art or Myftery, to which 
Children are brought up from their Cradles $ 
any thing that may move Compa(fion is made 
a Livelyhood, a fore Leg or Arm, or for 
want thereof a pretended one j the Tricks 
and Devices I have obferved to be ufed by 
thefe Feople, have often made me think, 
that thofe Farts, if better employed, might 
be made ufeful to the Nation^ 

HsR]s I will confider^ 

I, What 
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1 . What hath been the Caufe of this Mif- 
chief of Idlenefs, and how it hath crept in 
upon us. ' 

2. What muft be done to reftrain its go- 
ing farther. 

3. What Methods are proper to be ufed» 
in order to make a Provilion for thofc who 
are pa(t their Labour. 

A s to the firft, we (hall find that it hath 
proceeded, partly from the Abufe of thofe 
Laws we have, and partly from want of 
better; Licences for Alehoufts were at firfl: 
granted for good Ends, not to draw Men afide 
from their Labour by Games and Sports, but 
to fupport and refrefh them under it ; and as 
they were then a Maintainance to the Aged, 
fb poor Families had Opportunities of being 
fupplied with a Cup of Ale from Abroad, 
who could not keep it at Home ; great Ob* 
fcrvation was alfo made to prevent idle Tip* 
ling, our Fore-fathers confidered, that Time 
fo Ipent, was a Lois to the Nation, whof^ 
Interefl: was improved by the Labour of its 
Inhabitants ; whereas, Alehoufes are now en* 
couraged, to promote the Income of Excife, 
on whom there muft be no Reftraint, left the 
King's Revenue fliould be lefiened } thus we 

live 
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live bjr Senie, and look only at Things we 
&e» without revolving on what the UTue will 
be, not conlidering, that the Labour of each 
M%n> if well empby'd, whilft he fits in an 
Ale-houie, would be worth much more to the 
Nation, than the Excife he pays. 

But above all, our Laws to fct the Poor 
at Work are fhort and Defeftive, tending 
mher to maintain them fb, then to raife them 
to a better way of Living ; *tis true, thofe 
Laws defign well, but confiding only in Ge« 
nerals, and not reducing Things to prafticable 
Methods, they fall &ort of anfwering their 
Ends, and thereby render the Poor more bold, 
when they know the Parilh Officers are bound, 
cither to provide than Work, or to give them 
Maintenance. 

Now, if we delighted more in the En- 
couraging our Manu&ftures, our Poor might 
be better Employed, and then 'twould be a 
ihame, for any Per&n capable of Labour, to 
live idle ; which leads me to the iecond Con- 
fideration. What muft be done to reftrain 
this Habit of Idleneis from going Sirther. 

Here I find, that nothing but good Laws 
can do it, fuch as may provide Work for 
tfaofe who arc willing, and ferce them to work 

that 
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that are able ; and for this ufe^ I think Work- 
houfes very expedient, bat they muft bfe 
ibunded on fuch Principles, as ntoy enfipby the 
Poor, for which fhey muft be fitted^ and the 
Poor for tl^em ; wherein Enfiployments muft 
be provided for all forts of People, who muft 
alfo be compelled to go thither when knt^ 
and the Work-houfes to receive them ; and 
the Materials which feem moft px>per for 
them are Simples, foch as Wool, Hemp^ 
Cotton, and the like, which may either be 
fcnt in by the Manufafturers, or be bdught 
up on a Stock railed for that End •, thefe will ^ 
employ great Numbers, of both Sexes, and 
all Ages, either by beating and fitting the 
Hemp, or by dreffing and fpinning the Elax^ 
or by carding and Spinning the Wool and 
Cotton, of d liferent Finenefles ; 'and if a Re- 
ward was given to that Peribn who fiiould 
fpin the fineft Thread of either, as they do 
in Ireland for their Linnen, to be adjudged 
Yearly, and paid by the County, or by any 
other manner as fhall be thought fit, 'twould 
very awch promote Induftry and Ingenuity, 
whilft every one being ftir'd up by Ambidoa 
and Hopes of Profit, would endeavour to ex- 

cted 
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ceed the reft ; by which means we fhould aUo 
£rDW more excellent in our Manufaftures. 

Nor Ihould thefe Houfes hinder any who 
defire to Work at Home, or the Manufac- 
turers from employing them, the DeHgn be- 
ing to provide Places for thofe who care not 
to Work any where, and to make the Parifli 
Officers more Induftrious to find them out, 
when they know whither to fend them, by 
which means they would be better able to 
maintain the Impotent. 

It fcems alfo convenient, that thefe Work- 
houfes, when fettled inCitiesand great Towns, 
(hould not be only Parochial, but one or more 
in each Place, as will beft fuit it ; which would 
prevent the Poors being fent from Parilh to 
Pari(b, and provided for no where ; and when 
once the Poor fhall come by ufe to be in love 
with Labour, -twill be ftrange to fee an idle 
Perlbn 5 then they will be fo far fi-om being a 
Burthen to the Nation, that they will become 
its Wealth, and their own Lives alfo will be 
more comfortable to them. 

Therb are other things which will em^ 
ploy the Poor befides our Manufadures, and. 
are alfo equally Beneficial to the Nation ; fgch 
8$ Navigation, Hufbandry, and Handicrafts % 

here 
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here if thefc orfuch-like Rules were obfervcd, 

they might be made more advantagious to 

all. 

A s firft. Let the Juftices of the Peace have 

Power to affign Youth to Artificers, Huf- 
bandry, Manufa6turers, and Mariners, and ta 
bind them Apprentices for a Time certain, 
at fuch Ages as they (hall think 'em fit to go 
on thofe Employments, who ihould alfo be 
obliged to receive them ; and though this 
may at firfl feem hard, as hindring the Mas- 
ters from taking Servants who may bring them 
Money, yet after fome time it will not, when 
thofe who were fo bound out themfelves, (hall 
only do for others, what was done for them 
before ; and this alfo may be now made good 
to them, by fuch an Overplus of Years in 
their Apprenti(hips, as may be an Equivalent 
to the Money. 

And as for thofe of elder Years, who will 
rather Beg than Work, let them be forced to 
ferve the King in his Fleet, or the Merchants 
on board their Ships ; the Sea is very good 
to cure fore Legs and Arms, elpecially fuch 
as are Counterfeits, againfl which, the Cap- 
ftern, with the Taunts of the Sailors, is a 
certain Remedy. 

Next, 
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Nzxt, for AleJiouies, Coffee-houfes, and 
luch like Employments, let them be kept 
only by aged People, or fuch who have nu- 
merous Families. 

Let Mafters of Ships be obliged to carry 
with them fome Landmen every Voyage, 
which will incrcafe our Seamen \ and let the 
Juftices have Power to force them te receive 
inch as are willing to enter themfelves, and to 
fettle the Rates cf their Wages. 

Let young People be prohibited from 
liawking about the Streets, and from Singing 
BatUadS ; if thefe Things be allowed, they are 
fitter for Age. 

STAGE-Plays, Lotteries, and Gaming- 
houfes Ihould be ftrifUy look'd after. Youth, 
in this Age of Idlenefi and Luxury, being 
not only drawn afide by them, but alfo more 
willing to put themfelves on flich eafy ways 
of living, than on Labour; 

These, and fuch like Methods, being Im- 
proved by the \Vifdom of a Parliament, may 
tend, not only t6 the Introducing a Habit of 
Virtue amongft us, but alfo to the making 
Mukitudes of People ferviceable, who are 
now ufelefs to the Nation j there being fcarce 
, any one, who is not capable of doing fome- 

thing 
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thing towards his Maintenance, and what his 
Labour doth fall fliort, muft be' made up bf 
Charity: but as Tbihgs now are, no Mail 
knows where 'tis rightly plac'd, by which 
means thofe who are truly Objcfts do not par- 
take thereof 5 and let it be confidet*d, that if 
every Perfon did by his Labour add one Half- 
penny ^^f' diem to the Public, 'twould bring 
in Seven Millions fix Hundred and four Thou- 
fand one Hundred Sixty-fix Pounds thirteen 
Shillings pet Annumy (accounting ten Millions 
of People to be in the Kingdom) fo vaft a 
Sum may be raifed from a Multitude, if every 
one adds a little. 

Nor 19 the fending 'lazy People to our 
Plantations abroad (who can neither by good 
Laws be forced, or by Rewards be encou- 
raged to work at home) fb prejudicial to the 
Nation as fbme do imagine, where they muft 
expedt another fort of Treatment, if they 
will not labour ; *tis true, they give no help 
in the Manufaftures here, but That is made 
up in the Produd they raife there, which is 
alfo Profit to the Nation ; befides, the Hu- 
mours and other Circumftances of People are 
to be enquired into, fonte have been very ufe- 
ful there, who would never have been fo here : 

And 
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And if the People of this Kingdom be em. 
ployed to the Advantage of the Community, 
no Matter in what part of the King^s Do- 
mmions it is; many hundreds by going to 
thofe Plantations, have become profitable 
Members to the Common^wealth, who, had 
they continued here, had ftill remained idle 
Drones 5 now they raife Sugar, Cotton, To- 
bacco, and other Things, which employ 
Sailors abroad, and Manufadlurers ati^home^ 
all which being the Product of Earth and 
labour, I take to be the Wealth of the Na- 
tion. 

The Employment of Watermen on the, 
River STi&^ww breeds many Sailors, and it were 
good to keep them ftill fiU'd widi Apprenti- 
ces; alfo the Employment of Bargemen, 
Lightermen, and Trowmen,both on that and 
other Rivers, does the fame, who ihould be 
encouraged to breed up Landmen, and fit 
them for the Sea. 

Idleness is the Foundation of all thofe 
Vices which prevail among us. People aiming 
to be maintained any way rather than by La- 
bour, betake themfelves to all forts of Villanies ; 
the ill Confequences whereof cannot be pre- 
vented, but by encouraging Youth in an early 

delight 
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delight of living by Induftry, and on what 
they call their own, rather than by Depen- 
dance on others^ which will keep up a true 
Britifli Spirit, and put them on honeft En- 
deavours, and will get them Credit and 
Reputation, and give th^m Opportunities of 
advancing, their Fortunes ; and if fuch an 
Emulation went through the Kingdom, we 
fhould npt have fo many lazy Beggars, or 
licentious Livers, as now there are \ nor is 
God. more honoured among any, than He is 
among fuch induftrious People, who abhor 
Vice, on equal Principles of Religion and 
good Husbandry, Labour being ufually a 
Barrier againft Sin^ which generally enter 
at the Doors of Idlene(s. 

Th e third Confideration is, what Methods 
muft be ufed to provide for thofe, who either 
are not able to work, or whole Labour can*t 
fupport their Charge ; here I take Alms* 
houfes to be good Gifts, where* they are de- 
figned to relieve old Age, or educate Yoxxxk % 
nor to maintain idle Beggars, or eafe rich . 
Pari(hcs, but to provide for thofe who have 
been bred up. in careful Employments, tho^ 
no J Able to ftcm die Current of croft Fortunes : ^^a Col- 
Two fuch have been fumptupufly founded, ^^^'* *^ 

- J Abnshoufes 

^ and in Briftol. 
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and fuicably endowed, in the City df BriSol^ 
Edward Col/on^ £% a Merchant and Natire 
thereof, who is ftill living ; one of t^em for 
twenty-four Men and Women, who had for^ 
* merly liy^ well ; the other for one hundred 
Boys, to be educated in the Principles of 
Vertue, and afterwards fet out to Trades, 
whereby they may gpt their Livelihoods ; a 
Charity fo great in it(elf» and carried on (o 
free from Oftentation, that the like is not to 
be feen in any Part of this Kingdom, of the 
free Gift of one Gendeman in his Life-time % 
which he hath fettled in the Society of Mer- 
chants-Adventurers within that City, of whoie 
Oire and Fidelity in the well ManageaienC 
thereof, he is fully fatisfied; ^ 

Another way to provide &r thofb who 
are true Otgefts of Charity, is, by taking 
Care that the Poors Rates be made with more 
equality in Cities and great Towns, efpecially 
in the former ; where the greateft Number of 
Yoot uiii^y reftding together in the Suburbs 
or Out-parifties, are very ferviceable by their 
Labours, to the Rich, in carrying on their 
Trades; yet when Age, Sickneis, or a nu^ 
meroiia Family, may make them defire Re- 
lief* their chief Dependance maft be on People 

but 
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but one ftep above their own Conditions ; by 
which means thefe Out-parilhes are more 
bufthened in their Payments^ than the In- 
parifbes are, though much richer, and is one 
Reafbn 'why they are fo ill Inhabited, no 
Man caring to come to a certain Charge t 
And this is attended with another ill C3n** 
fequence, the wanting of better Inhabitants 
making way for thofe Diforders which eafily* 
grow among the Poor 5 whereas^ if Cities and 
Towns, were made but one Poors Rate, of 
equally divided into more, thefe Tnconve* 
niencies would be removed, and the Poor. 
be maintained by a more equal Contribu* 
tion. 

And that a better Provifioii may be made 
for the Relief of Sailors (who having fpent 
their Labours in the Service of the Nation, 
and through Age and Difafters are no longer 
fit for the Fatigues of the Sea, ought to be 
taken Care of at Home) let a fmall Dedu6lion 
be made from the Freights of Ships, arid from 
Seamens Wages, to be collefted by a Society 
of honefl Men in every Sea-port ; this, with 
what Additions might be made by the Gifts 
of worthy Benefedlors, would be fufEcienc 
to raife a Fund, to maintain them in their 

I 2 old 
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old Age, who in their Youths were our Walls 
and Bulwarks ; but it mud be fettled by Law, 
and no, Man left at- his Liberty whether he 
will pay or no ; thefe are generally the moft 
* ' laborious People that we have ; I do not mean 
thofe fcoundrel Fellows, who often creep in 
under that Name, but the true Sailor, ^ho 
can turn his Hand to any thing rather than 
begging, and I am many times troubled to fee 
the mifcrable Conditions they and their Fa- 
milies are reduced to, When their Labours are 
done. Alms-Houfes raifed for them, are as 
great Ads of Piety as building of Churches, 
Age requires relief, efpecially where Youth 
hath been fpent in Labour fo profitable to the 
Ho/pita/ Public as that jof.^^ Sailor ; and not only them- 
for ancient fdves, but their Widows ought to be provid- 
and their cd for; in this, the Worlhipful Society of the 
ff^idows. Merchants - Adventurers within the City of 
Briftol are a worthy Pattern. 

And as for thofe who loofe their Lives or 
Limbs fighting againft the Enemy, them- 
fclves, or families ought to be rewarded with 
bountiful Stipends, which if raifed by a Tax, 
I doubt not would be cheerfully paid: *Tis 
attended with fad Thoughts, when a Woman 
fees her Hulband preft into the Service, and 

knows. 
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knows, if he mifcarries, her Family is un- 
done, and fhe and they mud come to the 
Parifh ; whereas, if this Provifion was made, 
the Fleet would be more ealily manned, our 
Merchants Ships better defended. Sailors more 
ready to ferve in both, and their Wives to let 
them go ; but great Care muft be taken, that 
Charity be not abufed, by being put into the 
Pockets of thofe who are appointed to difpofe 
of it. 

These, or fuch-Iike Heads, being laid 
down in a former Difcourfe on this Subjedt, 
the Magiftrates of the City of Briftol were the 
firft that approved of the Scheme, and de- 
lired the Subftance thereof might, be reduced 
to Particulars, fuitable for that Place ; where- 
upon the following Propofals were laid before 
them, viz. 

1. That a fpacious Work-houfe be ereded 
in fome vacant Place within this City, on a 
general Charge, large enough for the Poor 
who are to be employed therein, and alio with 
Rooms for fuch, who being unable to work^ 
arc to be relieved by Charity, . 

2. That the Rules of this Houfe be fuch, 
as may force allPerfons to work, that are able, 
and encourage the Manufacturers of this City 
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to fupply them with Materials to work on i 
which they will be ready to do, having fo 
^ood a Security as this will be, for ^ theif 
beiqg returned to them sigain when wrought 
up. 

3. That all People who are not able to 
maintain their Children, may pat them intq 
this Workrhoufe or Hofpital at what Agea 
tliey will, where they fliall be fettled till the 
Age of Years, hy whiph means they 
ipay in the end be of no Charge to %h^ faid 
Work-houfe or Hofpital : . And the good Efc 
feds will be thefe. Children will be bred up 
to -Labour, Principles of Virtue wilj be iai^ 
planted in them early by the good Qovern-t 
ment thereof, and Lazincfe and Bicggary wiH 
be difcouraged. 

4. That the antient People who are paft 
their labours, ftiall have Lodgings, and 
weekly pay, or be otherwife provided for^^ ac«? 
cording to their Wants, who may ftill do 
fotiiething towards their mantenance, and the 
Women may look after the yoiH>g Childreo^ 

5. That the Rates of the Poor of thisi. 
<^\ty^ being all united into one common 
fund, may be enough to carry on this good 
"S^ork \ by \?hich mcan$ the Magiftfatc^ will 
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be freed from the Trouble which th^y daily 
have about the Settlement of the Pdor, the 
Parifli-Officers will be eafed, the Poors Stock 
will not be Ipent in Law, but they will be 
provided for, without being fent from Parifli 
to Parilh, and their dildren will be fetdcd 
in ways of being ferviceaUe to the Public 
Good, and not be bred up in all manner of 
"Vice, as now they are. 

6. T H A T the Governors of this Holpitel, 
or Work-Houfe, have Power to forqe all 
poor People to work in it, who do not be- 
take thcmfelves to fome lawful Imploymertt 
dfewhere, but fpcnd their Time lazily and 
idly. 

7. That the faid Governors have Power to 
fettle out the young People at fuch Ages a$ , 
ihcy (hall think fit 5 the Boys to Navigation, 
Htrfbandry, and Manufaftures ; the Maids in 
Service, and to bind them Apprentices for 
certain Years. 

8. That this will prevent Children from 
being Starved, by the Poverty of their Parents, 
and negleft of the Parifh-Otficersj which Is 
now a great Lofs to the Nation; forafmuch 
as every Perfon if imployed, would by Ws 
Labour add to the Wealth of the Public. 

I 4 That 
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9. That this will encourage Mei> of 
Charity to make Elndowments, when th€;y 
ihall fee their Bounties fo well laid out. 

10, That Application be nnade> in order to 
procure an A<a of Parliament, for the better 
carrying on this Work. 

Which Propofals being confidered of in 
feveral Meetings of the Citizens appointed ibr 
that Purpofc, were with fome Alterations 
made the Model for an Aft of Parliament, 
which paft ^mo Septimo (^ OSiavo Gulielmi 
^ertiiy being the firft Ad of that Nature, 
from which fundry Afts for many other Pla- 
ces have taken their Frame ; and though the 
Promoters thereof, met with more dilEculties 
p,nd difcouragements in the Execution, than 
they did expeft, yet to the Honour of thofc 
Gendemen it muft be faid, that they never 
looked back, but with the utmoft Application, 
profccuted what they had undertaken, till 

they brought it to fuch a State, as to render it 
plain and pr^icable to their Succeffors ; and 
this good YStSi it hath had, that there is not 
a common Beggar, or diforderly Vagrant, 
feen in their Streets, but Charity is given in 
its proper Place and Manner, and the M^- 
giftrate^ arc freed from the daily Trpuble they 

tea 
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had with the Poor, and the Pariflies they 
li^ed in, and are diicharged from the Invidi^ 
ous Fatigues of their Settlements, when a 
great deal of what fhould have maintained 
them, was fpent in determining what Parilhes 
were to do it 

I wilh it could be £iid fo of the two Metro- 
politan Cities of England 2Lnd, Ireland^ whcrt 
foch Swarms of lazy Beggars pefter the Streets, 
that they are not only troublefome, but alfo 
naufeous to the Beholders 5 and the Church 
Doors are fo crouded with them, that you can 
fcarce pafs to your Devotion; nor do you 
know when you beftow your Charity rightly, 
thofe who do not deferve it, taking fuch 
Methods to move Compaflion, that you can- 
not cafily diftinguilh them from thofe who 
do. 

And fince I have mentioned this Ad, and 
the well executing thereof by the firft Under- 
takers, I think it cannot be amifs to fet it 
forth Verbi^im (being never yet printed, favc 
only fome Copies for the Ufe of the Corpo- 
ration) together with the Steps whereby the 
firft Guardians proceeded, and as it was laid 
before the Parliament Amo 1 700 5 which I 
have dpne in the Appendix, becaufe it may 

probably 
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probably be of ufe to thofe, who fhall be:^- 
ing to take Pains in a Work of fuch Service, 
both to God and the Pablic 

But becaufe this A& was adapted onlf 
for Cities and great Towns, and can't be a 
Model for the Counties at large,. I will here 
fobjoin fuch Methods as may be proper to 
carry on this charitable Defign throughout the 
whde Kingdom, if Power be given by fome 
public Aft of Parliament, for all Places to 
incorporate who are willing (but may not be 
aUe to be at the Charge of a private Aft) and 
^ to build, or otherwife provide, Holpitab, 
. Work-Houfes, and Houfes of Cor reftion, for 
the better maintaining and imploying their 
Pbor, onder the Managcnient of fuch Con- 
portitions ; which in the Counties muft be by 
uniting one or more Hundreds, whofe Pari(h^ 
es mirii be comprehended in one Poors Rate, 
and each of them contribute to the Charge 
thererf, not by bringing them to an equsi 
Pound Rate on their Lands and perfonal E* 
ftates, as in Cities and great Towns, but \jf 
Taxing every Parifti according to what it paid 
before, there not being the fame Parity of 
Reafon for that way of raifing Money in the 
Hundreds, as there is in Cities and Towns % 

becaole 
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becaufe in the firmer, the Pariflies do not re^ 
ceiire m equal Benefit from the Labour of 
the Poor of other iPariihes, as they do in the 
latter; tirhich Hofpitals^ Work-Houfes, and 
' Houfes of Corredi<»i» to be proTidcd at the 
general Cbat^ of the Pariflies thus unite<^ 
according to the Proportion that each of them 
pys to die Poor. 

Tqit Guardians of^thefe Corporations to 
confift of all the Joftices of the Peace inhalnth 
ing within the ieveral Pariftes thu$ united, 
together with a Number of Inhabitants chofen 
out of each Parifh, in proportion to the Sam 
of Money it pays ; which Choice to be made 
every Year, or once in two Years, when one 
half of thofe that were firft diofeo muft go 
oat, and the Remainder flay in, to inftrud 
thofe who were kft chofen ; the EleAors to 
be thQ Freeholders of per Aammm % 

and on the Death of any Guardian, another 
fo be chofen in his Room, by the Pariflk fer 
which he ferved. 

That the Guardians bebg thus fittkd^ 
they fhall have Power to choc^e a pbvefnor^ 
Peputy-Governor, Treafurer, and Afiftants, 
Yearly, and' to hold Courts, and make By* 
laws^ and appoint a Comiqon Seal \ and alft 

to 
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to Summon the Inhabitants to anfwer to Mat- 
ters relating to the Corporation ; and to com- 
pel all People^ wlio feek for Relief, to dwell 
in their Hoipitals and Work-Houfes, if they 
lee fit ; and to take in young People of both 
. Sexes» and breed them up to work, who they 
ihall alfo be obliged to teach to Write and 
Read, and what elfe fhall be thought ne- 
cefiary, and then to bind them out Appren- 
tices ; and likewiie to provide for the aged 
and Impotent, and to aflift thofe whole La- 
bours will not maintain their Charges, and to 
apprehend Rogues, Vagrants and Beggars, 
and caufe them to be fet at Work, and alio to 
inflid reafbnable Corredtion where they fee it 
neceflary, and to entertain proper Officers, 
and pay them out of the Stock ; with a Claufe 
CO fecure them from vexatious Suits i and they 
muft be obliged once in at leafl to 

hold. a General Court, where the Governor, 
Deputy-Governor, or one half of the Alfift- 
ants, together with fuch a proportionable 
Number of the Guardians as they fhall agree 
on^ (hall be prefent. 

That the Court fhall once in fix Months 
agree and fettle how much Money will be ne« 

cefTary for maintaining and imploying the 

Poor 
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Poor pr the fix Months next enfuing, and 
certify the iaoie to the Juftices inhabiting 
within the faid Hundred or Handreds» at a 
Meeting to be had for that Purpde, ^ho (hall 
proportion the fame Regularity in each Parifh, 
and grant out their Warrants to proper Per- 
ions to Afleis the £une» and afterwards, other 
Warrants to coUedt, and pay it to the Trea* 
fnrer of the Corporation ; with a Power to 
kiflid: Penalties oa the Ailefibrs and Colle£bors, 
if they refiile or n^left to do their Duty, ia 
Aflefling, Collecting, and paying the (aid 
Money, according to their Warrants. 

That each Corporation be one Body Po- 
litic in Law, and be capable of Suing and be- 
ing Sued, and be enabled to Purchafe, Take 
and Receive, Lands, Tenements and He- 
reditaments, Goods and Chatties, for the Be- 
nefit of the Pcor. 

These, or fuch like Methods, being 
rectified by the Wifdom of Parliament, will 
foon appear to be of great ufe to the Nation, 
and alfo to the Poor who are truly Objeds 
of Relief; and will alfo put a Stop to 
wand'ring Vagrants, againft whom, every 
Corporation will then be a Barrier, and none 
will cxped Charity, but from the Parilhes to 

which 
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which Hacf belong, and who are t^ moft 
proper Judges whether they deferve it. 
CiKkfiu. ^jjp jjjjjj I jjjjyg ggjjg through what I 

undertookf ^d have given my Thoaghts of 
theie important Subgefts} irherein I have no 
other View than promoting the Wel&re of thk 
Kingdom* by improving iu Trade and Com- 
merce and providing for the Poor in a regular 
Method : Both which will tend to the Honoar 
of His iN&jefty's Govenunent, and the advanc- 
ing the We^ and Profperity of the Nation. 
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APPENDIX. 

Anno Septimo Sc OSavo 

GULIELMI m. Regis. 

ji» Mt for ErtSing of Hofpitals and 
Work - Boufts within the City of 
BiiftoI,/fff the Better Employing and 
Maintaining the Toor thereof. 

{HEREASit isfoandbjExv 

[ perience. That the Poor in the 
I City of Brijiol do daily mut 
tiply,and IdleneS and Debauch- 
ery amongft the meaner Sort, doth greatly In- 
creafe, for want of Work-houfes to fet them 
to Work, and a fafficient. Authority to ojm- 
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pel them thereto, as well as to the Charge of 
the Inhabitants, and Grief of the charitable 
and honeft Citizens of the faid City, as the 
* great Diftrefi of the Poor themfelves ; for 
which fufficient Redrefs hath not yet been 
provided : For Remedy whereof. Be it enact- 
ed by the King^s mod Excellent Majefty, by 
and with the Advice and Confent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in Parliament aflembled, and by the Au- 
thority of the fame. That from and after the 
Twelfth Day of ikfoy, which (hall be in the 
Tear of our Lord, One thouland fix hundred 
ninety and fix, there be, apd fiiall be, a Cor- 
poration to continue for ever within the iaid 
City of Bridoly and the County thereof, con- 
fiding of the feveral Perfons herein after-men- 
tioned (that is to fay) of the Mayor and AI- 
dermen for the time being, and of eight and 
forty other Perfons, to be chofen out of the 
honefteft and diicreeteft Inhabitants of the 
City and County, by the Eleven Wards in 
the (aid City, and the Caftle Precinfts there, 
which to all Intents and Purpofes, (hall be 
from henceforth for ever a Ward within the 
(aid City, (chat is to (ay) Four out of each 
Ward, apd of fuch other charitable Per(bns 

as 
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'as fhall be Elefted and Conftituted Guardians 
of the Poor of the faid City, in a manner as 
is herein after expreffcd : And the firft eight 
and forty Perfons (hall be Elefted at a Court 
for that purpofe to be held within each Ward, 
by the Alderman of the fame, or his Deputy, 
by the votes of the Inhabitants of fuch Ward, 
paying one Penny per Week, or more, in his 
own Right, for and towards the I^elicf of the 
Poor of the laid City, or of the major part 
of them then prefent. 

And be it further Enafted by the Authority 
aforefaid, that the faid Eight and Forty Per- 
fons Ihall be chofen in manner, as aforefaid* 
the Twelfth Day of May next following, and 
Ihall continue in their Office until others fhall 
be elefted in their Rooms, according to the 
Diredion herein after-mentioned ; and in cafe 
any of the faid Perfons fo Elefted, or any 
other Perfon fo Eleded in their Room, ihall, 
after their refpe<5tive Eledions, happen to die. 
That then it (hall, and may be Lawfiil to and 
for the Aldjcrman of the Ward, for which 
fuch Perfon fo dying was Elefted, or his 
Deputy, at a Court to be held within the 
faid Ward for that purpofe, within the Space 
of ten Days next after the Death of fuch 

K Perlbns 
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Perfonsy to Ele6l others in their Place, in 
manner, as aforefaid ; which Court and Elec- 
tion, fuch Alderman, or his Deputy, is and 
are hereby required to Hold and Make: 
Which (aid Mayor and Aldermen, and Forty- 
eight Perfons, and fuch other Charitable Per- 
fons, fo Elefted and Conftituted for the Time 
being, fhall be called Guardians of the Poor 
of the City of Briftol. 

And to the intent that the faid Guardians 
fo Eledled out of the faid Wards may 'have 
perpetual Succeflion : Be it further Enafted by 
the Authority aforefaid. That the faid re- 
fpedive Aldermen for the Time being, or 
their relpeftive Deputies, fhall and may, and 
are hereby required, on the firft ^burfda^, in 
Jprilj in every fecond Year, from henceforth, 
to hold a Court in their refpeftive Wards, 
and then and there, by the Votes of the In- 
habitants of fuch Ward, fo qualified, as afore- 
faid, or of the Majority of them then prefent, 
to Eleft and Choofe two of the honefteft and 
difcreeteft Perfons out of the faid Inhabitants 
of the faid City, to be Guardians of the'Poor 
of the faid Cify for the faid Ward ; which 
faid two Perfons, fo Elefted, (hall be Guardi- 
ans, and ihall fucceed the two Perfons before 

. that 
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that firft Eleded, and then being Guardians 
for the faid Ward \ and the faid two Perfons 
fo firft EleiSted, Ihall immediately upon fuch 
Eledion, and Notice thereof given to them, 

ceafe to be Guardians. 

■ 

And be it enadled by the Authority afore- 
faid, That the faid Mayor, Aldermen, Eight 
and forty Perfons, and fuch other Charitable 
Perfons eledted and conftituted, as is herein 
mentioned and expreflcd, for the time being, 
ihall for ever hereafter in Name and Faft, be 
one Body Politic and Corporate in Law, to 
all Intents and Purpofes, and fhall have a 
perpetual Succeffion, and be called by the 
Name of The Governor, Deputy-Governor, 
Afliftants, and Guardians of the Poor in the 
faid City of BriJlol\ and that they fhall be 
enabled to Plead and Sue, and to be Sued and 
Impleaded by that Name, in all Courts and 
Places of Judicature within this Kingdom ; 
and by that Name Ihall and may, without 
Licenfe in Mortmain, Purchafe, Take, or 
Receive any Lands, Tenements or Heredita- 
ments, of the Gift, Alienation or Demife of 
any Perfon or Perfons, who are hereby, 
without further Licence, enabled to transfer 
the fame, and any Goods and Chatties what- 

K 2 fbever. 
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foever, for the Ufe and Benefit of the Corpo- 
ration aforefaid. And for the better govern- 
ing of the faid Corporation, the faid Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Eight and forty Perfons, or 
the Majority of them, (hall have, and here- 
by have Authority to meet on the Nineteenth 
Day of May next following, in St, George's 
Chappie in the faid City, or in fome other 
convenient Place there, and fhali on that Day, 
or any other Day or Time, that to them 
fhaJl feem convenient, "Eleft and Conftitute 
out of and from amongft themfelves, the fe- 
veral Officers following (that is to fay) one 
Governpr, one Deputy-Governor, one Trea- 
furer, and twelve Affiftants, to continue in the 
faid Office for one Year, and no longer ; and 
from thenceforth the faid Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, Affiftants, Treafurer, and other 
Officers, ffiall Yearly, and every Year, by 
the faid Mayor, Aldermen, Forty-eight Per- 
fons, and fuch other charitable Perfons as fliaJl 
' be Elefted and Conftituted as is herein men- 

tioned and expreffed, or the Majority of them, 
be Elefted and Conftituted out of and from 
amongft themfelves, on the Second Thurfdcy 
in the Month of April, or any other Day or 
Time, as they (hall think convenient, to con- 
tinue 
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tinue in their refpeftive Offices for one Year 
and no longer ; and the faid Mayor, Alder- 
men, and Forty-eight Perfons, and fuch other 
Charitable Perfons that (hall be Elefted and 
Conftituted, as herein mentioned arid expref- 
fed, for the Time l^eing, or the Majority of 
them, Ihail have Power, in cafe of the Death 
of any fuch Officer fo Elefted and Conftituted, 
before the faid Year expired, to Ele6t and 
Conftitute others in their Room, to hold the 
iaid Office for the Remainder of the faid Year, 
and fhall have Power and Authority at any 
Time or Times, for juft Caufe, to remove, 
difplace, and put out any fuch Officer out of 

his faid Office, and to Eled and Conftitute 
another in his Room. 

And be it further Enacted by the Au- 
thority aforefaid, That the faid Governor, or 
in his Default, the faid Deputy-Governor, or 
in both their Defaults, Six of the faid Affift, 
ants for the Time being, fhall have, and 
hereby have Power and Authority, and are 
hereby Enjoy ned and Required from time to . 
time, upon the Second Thurfday in every Se- 
cond Month in every Year, accounting Janti^ 
ary for the firft Month, to hold and l^eep a 
Court or Affembly of the faicj Corporation 

K 3 within 
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within the laid City of Briftol^ of one and 
Twenty of the faid Guardians at leaft, on 
the Days and Time, and in manner, and for 
the ends in this Aft mentioned ; (that is to 
fay) The faid Governor (hall hold the faid 
Court or Affembly between the Hours of One 
and Two in the Afternoon ; and in his De- 
fault, the faid Deputy ^Governor, or any Six 
of the feid Affiftants, (hall, after the Hour 
of Two, hold the lame ; and alfo, the laid 
* Governor for the time being, fliall have, and 
hereby hath Power and Authority, at any 
fuch other time or times as to him (hall fcem 
meet, to Summon, Afiemble and hold a 
Court or Affembly of the faid Corporation, 
upon two Days Notice or Warning at the 
leaft to be given of fuch^ Court or Aflcmbly 
to be held \ and in cafe any twenty of the 
faid Guardians, upon any Emergency, figni- 
fying it under their Hands to the Governor^ 
for the time being. That it is their Defire 
that an extraordinary Court or Affembly of 
the faid Corporation may be called and held, 
the faid Governor (hall be bound, and is here- 
bf Enjoyned and Required to call afid hold 
fuch Court or Affembly at fuch Time as the 
faid twenty Guardians ihall fo defire s and on 

his 
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his Refulal, the faid Deputy-Governor for the 
Time being, on fuch Signification, ihall be 
Bound, and is hereby likewiie Enjoyned and 
Required to call and hold the faid Court or 
Aflembly, and on his ReRifal, any fix of the 
faid Afliftants (hall have, and hereby have Au- 
thority to call and hold the faid Court or 
Affembly; at all which Courts or Aflcmblies 
all and every Member and Members of the 
faid Corporation for the Time being, are 
hereby Enjoyned to appear and be prefcnt^ 
and not to depart from the fame without the 
Licence of the faid Court or Aflfcmbly, on 
pain to Forfeit fuch reafonable Sum and Sums 
of Money, not exceeding Five Shillings, to 
the Ufe of the faid Corporation, as by the 
faid Court or Aflembly, or any fucceeding 
Court or Aflembly, (hall be Aflefltd upon 
them, unlefe they can fliew fome reafonable 
Excufe to be allowed of by the (aid Court or 
Aflfcmbly •, and the faid Court or Aflembly 
are hereby Impowered to Summon to appear 
before them any of the Inhabitants of the (aid 
City to anfwer to Matters relating to the (aid 
Corporation, who are hereby required to ap- 
pear upon fuch Summons, and anfwer fuch 
Queftions, on Forfeiture, to the Ufe of the 

K4 laid 
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faid Corporation, of a Sum not exceeding two 
Shillings and Six-pence for every Default to 
be Levied as is herein after dircfted. 

And be it further Enafted by the Autho- 
rity aforefaid, That the faid Corporation, at 
the faid Court or Aflembly, (hall have, and 
hereby have Power and Authority from time 
to time to make and appoint a Common Seal 
or Seals for the Ufe of the faid Corporation, 
and to make and ordain By-Laws, Rules and 
Ordinances for and concerning the better Go- 
verning the faid Corporation, arid the Popr 
of the faid City, and (hall have, and have 
hereby Power to Purchafe, Buy or Ereft an 
Hofpital or Hofpitals, Work-houfe or Work- 
houfes, Houfe or Houfes of Correftion, and 
to provide other Neceflaries they fliall thinly 
convenient for the fetting to work the Poor 
of the faid City, of what Sex or Age foever 
they be, and fhaJl have, and hereby have 
Power and Authority to compel fuch idle or 
poor People begging or feeking Relief, who 
do not betake themfelves to fome lawful Im- 
ployments, and fuch other Poor who do or 
Ihall hereafter receive Alms of the refpedivc 
-Pariflies or Places where they Inhabit or Seek 
the fame, or by any of the Laws now in force 

ought 
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ought to be maintained or provided for by 
any Farifli or Place within the faid City, to 
Dwell and Inhabit in fuch Hofpital or Hof- 
pitals, Work-houfe or Work-houfes, and to 
do fuch Work as they (hall think them able 
and fit for ; and to detain and keep in the 
Service of the (aid Corporation, until the Age 
of fixteen Years, any poor Child or Children 
of the faid City, left to be maintained by the 
faid City, oi: any Parifli or Place in the lame, 
or begging or fceking Relief, or which by 
any of the Laws now in force ought to be 
maintained and provided for by any Parifti or 
Place within the faid City, or the Child or 
Children of any other Perfon or Perlbns, that 
are or (hall be willing or defirous to place or 
put their Child or Children in fuch Holpital 
or Hofpitals, until their faid Age of iixteen* 
Years ; and after they Ihall have attained their 
faid Age of Sixteen Years or fooner, the faid 
Corporation, by Indenture, (hall have Power 
to Bind and Put forth fuch Child or Children 
Apprentices, to any honeft Perfon or Perfons 
within the Kingdom of England^ for any 
Number of Years, not exceeding feven Years, 
as they (halt tbink convenient 5 which In- 
denture 
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denture fhall be binding to fuch Child or 
Children. 

And be it further Enai5led by the Autho* 
rity aforeiaid> That the faid Court or AfTemb- 
]y fo conftituted, as afore&id, (hall hav«, and 
hereby have Power to inflift fiich reafonable 
Corredion and Punifhment on any poor Per- 
fon or Perfons within the &id Hofpital or 
Ho^itals, Work - houfe or Work - houfes, 
Houfe or Houfes of Correftion, that flull 
not conform to &ch .Rulcsr, Orders and Or- 
dinances fo made, as aforcfaid, or miibehave 
themfclves in the feme; and that the feid 
Court or AflfemUy fo conftituted, as aforeiaid 
Ihall have, and hereby have Power to appoint 
a Committee to confift of One and Twenty of 
the Guardians at the lead:,, who, or any five 
of them, of which two Ihall be Affiftants, 
ihall from dme to time, or at any time until 
the next Court, have Power to inflift fuch 
reafonable Cbrreftion and Punilhment, as- 
aforefaid, on any fiich poor Perfon or Perfons 
offending as aixn'efaid. 

And for the better carrying oh fo Pious 
and Charitable a Work, be it Enafted by 
the Authority aforefaid, That it ihall and may 
'be Lawful for the faid Corporation, in their 

iaid 
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laid Courts or Aflembli^s, from time to time^ 
to fet down and afcertain what Sum, or Sums 
of Money fliall be needful for the Building 
and Eredling of fuch Hofpitals, Work-houfes, 
or Houfes of Correftion, fo that the fame do 
not exceed the Sum of five Thoufand Pounds, 
to be raifed within the Space of three'Years, 
or any longer Time, as to them Ihall feem 
meet, by fuch Quarterly or other Payments, 
as they in their Difcretion Ihall think fit ; 
and alio from time to time, to fet down and 
afcertain what Weekly, Monthly, or other 
Sums, fhall be needful for the Maintenance 
of the Poor in the faid Hofpital or Hofpitals, 
Work-houfe or Work-houfes, Houfe or Houfes 
of Correftion, or within the Care of the faid 
Corporation, fo that the fame do not exceed 
what hath been paid in the faid City towards 
the Maintenance of the Poor thereof^ in any 
one of the three lafl Years; and fhall and 
may, under their Common Seal, certify the 
feme unto the Mayor and Aldermen of the 
(aid City for the time being; which faid 
Mayor and any two of the Aldermen, or any 
Five of the faid Aldermen without the Mayor, 
may, and are hereby required from time to 
time, to caufe the ikmc to be raifed and levied 

by 
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by Taxation of every Inhabitant, and of all 
Lands, Houfcs, Tythes Impropriate^ Appro- 
priation of Tythes, and all Stocks and Eftates 
in the faid City and County of the fame, in 
equal Proportion, according to their refpedtive 
Worth and Values : And in order thereunto, 
the faid Mayor and any two of the faid 
Aldermen, or any five of the faid Aldermen 
without the Mayor, fhall have power, and are 
hereby required indifferently, to proportion 
out the iaid Sum apd Sums upon each Pari/li 
and Precinft within the faid City, and by 
their Warrants under their Hands and Seals 
to authorize and require the Church- wardens 
and Overfeers of the Poor of each rcfpeflive 
Parifli and Precinft, to Affefs the fame re- 
Ipeftively j and after fuch Affeflinent made, 
by like Warrant under their Hands and Seals, 
to authorize the faid relpeftive Church-war- 
dens and Overfeers to Demand, Gather, and 
Receive the fame, and for Non-payment 
thereof (being lawfully demanded) to Levy 
the fame by Diftrefs and Sale of the Goods 
of the Offender, reftoring the Surplufage to 
the Party fo diftrained ; and if no Diftrefs 
can be found, then it (ball and may be lawful 
to and for the. faid Mayor, and any two of 

the 
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die Aldermen, or any. five of the &id Alder- 
men without the Mayor, to commit fuch Of- 
fender to Prifon, there to remain without 
Bail or Mainprlze, till the fame Ihall be paid : 
And after the feme (hall be received, to pay 
the feme unto the Treafurer of the feid Corpo- 
ration for the time being. Provided always. 
That if any Perfon or Perfons, Parift or 
Precinft, find him or thcmfelves to be un- 
equally Taxed or Affeflfed, he or they may 
Appeal to the Juftices of the Peace of the 
feid City and County, at their next General 
Quarter-Seffions after fuch Afleffment made 
and demanded, who (hall and hereby have full 
Power and Authority, to take and make a 
final Order therein. 

An d for the Encouragement of fuch as 
ihall be Benefa£i:ors to {o good a Defign, Be 
it enafted by the Authority aforefeid. That if 
any Man charitably difpofed, Ihall give one 
hundred Pounds, or more, towards carrying 
on the faid Work, It (hall and may be Law- 
ful for the feid Corporation, at a Court where 
there (hall be prefent three and thirty of the 
feid Guardians at the leafl, to ele6t and con- 
flitute fuch charitable Perfon to be Guardian of 
the Poor of the feid City, and to continue in 

the 
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the faid Office^ as long as to the fkid Corpo- 
ration Ihall feem meet. 

And be it further enafted by the Autho- 
rity aforeiaid. That the faid Corporation (hall 
have the Qre of, and provide for the Main- 
tenance of all the Poor of the faid City, df 
what Age foever they be, except fuch as (hall 
be otherwise fufficiently Provided for by the 
trharltable Gifts of other Peribns, or in Hos- 
pitals or Alms-houfes within the faid City al- 
ready ereAed : And in order thereunto ihall 
have full Power to examine, fearch and fee 
what poor Perfops there are come into, In- 
habiting and Redding within the faid City or 
any Part thereof j and fhall have Power to ap- 
prehend or caufe to be apprehended any 
Rogues, Vagrants, or Sturdy-Beggars, or idle 
or diforderly Perfons wittun the iaid City and 
the Cbunty thereof, and to caufe them to be 
kept and fet to Work in the faid Work- 
houfa, Hofpitals or Houfes of Corrcdtion, for 
the Space of three Years. 

Provided always, and be it enafted by 
the Authority aforefaid. That this Aft, or any 
thing herein contained, ihall hot any ways 
extend to give the faid Corporation any Pow- 
er or Authority over any Alms-houfe or Hof- 

pital. 
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jntal, or any other charitable Gift or JJ{c^ 
within the faid City, already Given, Settled 
or Ereded, but that the f^me fhall^be wholly 
exempted therefrom ; any thing herein to the 
Contrary notwithftanding. 

And be it further enafted by the Autho- 
' rity aforefaid. That the faid Corporation in 
tJieir laid Court or Affembly, fhall have here- 
by Power to choofe and entertain all fuch 
qther Officers as fhall be needful to be cm- 
ployed in and about the Premifles, and them 
or any of them, from time to time to remove 
as they (hall lee Caufe ; and upon the Death 
or removal of them, or any of them, to 
choofe others in their Place, and to make 
and give fuch reafonable Allowances to them, 
or any of them, out of the Stock or Revenue 
belonging to the faid Corporation or Hofpitals, 
as they Ihall think fit. 

Provided always, and be it further en- 
afted by the Authority aforefaid. That no 
Officer or Officers, who fliall be eleded, 
chofen, appointed or employed, in the Exe- 
cution of, or by Virtue of this Aft, or any 
of the Powers or Authorities thereby given, 
Ihall be liable for or by reafbn of fuch Office 
or Execution, to any of the Penalties men- 
tioned 
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tioned in an Aft made the Five and Twentieth 
Year of the Reign of King Charles the Se- 
cond, for the Preventing the Dangers which 
may hapen from Popilh Recufants. 

And it is further enafted by the Authori- 
ty aforefaid. That the faid Treafurer for the 
Time being, and all other Officers belonging 
to the faid Corporation, Hofpitals, Work- 
houfes, or Houfes of Correftion, fhall, from 
time to time, before fuch Perfon or Perfons 
as the faid Corporation fliall thereto appoint, 
account for fuch Moneys, Stock, and other 
Things belonging to the faid Corporation, 
Hofpitals, Work-houfes, or Houfes of Cor- 
reftion, as (hall come to their refpedlive 
Hands, or be under their refpeftive Care, up- 
on every reafonable Warning and Notice there- 
of, by the faid Corporation to them refpedtive- 
ly given -, and on their Negleft or Refufal to 
Account, as aforefaid, fliall or may be, by the 
faid Mayor, or any two of the faid Aldermen, 
committed to the County Goal for the faid 
City and County of Brifiol^ there to remain 
without Bail or Mainprize, untill they fhall 
become conformable, and Account, as afore- 
faid ; and if upon fuch Account there fhall 
appear any Thing to be in their Hands be- 

longing 
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longing to the faid Corporation, Hofpitals, 
Wor^-houfes, or Houfes of Corredion, they 
fhall pay and deliver the fame, as the faid 
Corpora-tion fliall dire£b, or give fuch Security 
fpr the fame, as the faid Corporation fhall ap- 
prove of, on pain to forfeit double the Value 
therpof, to be recovered by the faid Corpo- 
ration, by Aftion of Debt, Bill, Plaint or In- 
formation in which no Proteftion, EfToign, 
or Wager in Law, or any more than one 
Imparlance, fhall be admitted or allowed. 

And it is further enafted. That all other 
Pains, Penalties and Forfeitures by this Aft 
appointed, fhall be Levied by Diflrefs and 
Sale of the Offenders Goods, by Warrant un- 
der the Hand and Seal of the faid Treafurer 
for the titne being, refloring to the Offender 
the Overplus. 

And be it further enafted by the Autho- 
rity aforefaid. That if any Perfon or Perfons 
fhall be fued for any Matter or Thing which 
he fhall do in Execution of this Aft, he may 
plead the General IfTue, and give the fpeciai 
Matter in Evidence : And if the Verdift fhall 
pafs for the Defendant, or the Plaintiff fhall 
be nonfuited, or difcontinue his Suit, the De- 
fendant fhall recover his Treble Cofts. And 

L this 
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this A& iliAll be taken and be allowed in all 
Courts within this Kingdom as a Public Aft ; 
and all Judges and Juftices are hereby re- 
quired, as fiich, to take Notice thereof with- 
out rpecialljr Pleading the fame ; and all 
Mayors, Juftices, Shetii^ Bayliiis, Conflables, 
and all other Officers and Minifters of Juftrce, 
are hereby required to be aiding and affifting 
to the faid Corporation, and to fuch Officers 
as fhall be employed by them, or any of 
them, in Execution of this Atft, or any ot 
the Powers or Authorities hereby given, 
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Right Honourable 

AND 

HONOURABLE, 

THE. 

Lords Sprittud and Temporal ^ 

AND 

Commons in Parliament 

A s s E MB L E d, 

Ma^ itpleafeyimr Honours^ 

HUMBLY make bold to kjr 
before You, an Account of our 
Proceedings in the City of 
Brijloh on the Aft of Parlia- 
ipent for Erefting Hofpitals and 
Work4ioufes for the better employing and 
maintaining the Poor of that City, which 

L 3 paflcd 
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pafied in the firft Seflions of the Parliament 
begun at Wefitninfier the 2 2d of November^ 
^^SS'i whereby the Power invefted in the 
Corporation commenced from the 12 th of 
Mof 1696, 

Th£ firft Thing we did, was to choofe 
four Guardians for each of our twelve Wards^ 
as the Statute directs, which, with the 
Mayor and Aldermen, amounted to fixty 
Guardians, and made up our Court* 

Ths Court being thus conftituted^ at our 
firft Meeting we chofe our Officers appointed 
by the (aid Aft, viz. a Governor, a Deputy «• 
Governor, twelve Afliftants, a Treafurer, a 
Clerk, and a Beadle. 

This being done* we ordered the Guardi- 
ans who dwelt in each Pariih, to bring in an 
Account of all the Poor in their rcfpeftivc 
Parifties, their Names, Ages, StxoSj and 
Qualifications. Alfo an Account of the 
Charges expended for maintaining them in 
each of the laft three Years, that fo we might 
bring it to a Medium. We alio appointed 
certain ftanding Rules for the better govern-^ 
ing our Debates, and ordered all Things done 
in the Court to be fairly entered in a Journal. 

We 
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We likewifc cohfidered whfch would be 
tnoft for the advantage of the Corporation, to 
build Wtfrk ^'houies, or to purchafe fuch 
Hocdes, which being already built, might be 
altered and made fit for our purpofe. 

These Things fpent much Time, and it 
was- about the Month of September before we 
could fetde the Medium of the Poor's Rates^ 
in order to certify to the Mayor and Alder- 
flaen what Sam was necefiary to be raifed on 
the City for the next Year. 

But here we met with an unexpedted 
Remcra^ Mr. Samuel fFaUis was fucceeded in 
his Mayoralty by Mr. J. //. and this Change 
made a great Alteration in our AflTairs^ : For 
whereas the former had given us -all the In- 
aouragemeht we could exped from him, and 
had done us the Honour to be our firft Go- 
rernor, the latter refblved to obftru£t us all 
he could. And becaufe the Power of raifing 
Money was veiled in him and the Aldermen^ 
he abfolutely refufed to put that Power in 
Execution. 

Th is, together with his^ other Ehdea* 
vours to Brow-beat the Corporation, kept 
OS at a ftand till OUcher (97 J only our Court 
met, and difcourft things, and we laboured* 

L 4 to 
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to keep ap the Spirits of our Friends, ^ho 
began to fink under thefe Difcouragements,' 
and to defpair of Succeis, die Work feeibSbg 
difficult enough in it felf ; bur iindertailciiig 
being nothing lefs^ then to put td Work ia 
great NuoriDiet' of People, many of wHich 
had been habited to Lazinefs and Beggary i 
to civilize fuch as had been bred up in all^the 
Vices, that want of Education could espofe 
them to ; and to cloth, lodge, and feed 
them well, with the feme Sum of Money, 
which was diftrUxited among them when 
they, beg^d, lay in the Streets, and went 
almoft naked. 

Yet all this would not have diicouraged 
us, could we have prevailed on Mr. Mayon 
to have joyned with us. We often fought it> 
and he as often refufed us, till his time be* 
ing expired) his Succefibr granted our Re* 
queft ; and then, having loft much time, we 
were foroed to make large fteps. 

The firft we made was^ a Vote to take 
on us the Care of the Poor of the City ; and. 
as I remember, this Vote pafled in OSldber 
or November 1697^ though we had then na 
Money railed, nor could we expedb any till 
zh€roar,Ladj/-d^ 1698. So that from the 

Paffing 
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paffing that Vote to this Time istibout two 
Years. 

TrtE next ftep Was to appoittt^a Com* 
mittee of Twelve to hear tJie Complaints 
of the Po6r, to relieve them, -and fct them 
at work;^ fix- whereof were-'to gatnut every 
Month, and to be. fiscceeded by Six movc^ 
to be chofen by BkV^g. 

•We hadfornieriy obtained from the Mayor 
and Common Council, in the Majoralty of 
AMerman JValUsy the Grant of a Wotk-hoafe, 
which then ky unoccupied, and the Cctart 
had appointed a Committee to place as many 
Qirls in it as it woukJ aMiveriiehtly contam^ 
hith as to Lodging and Wdrking. This isr 
that wc called the -New ^uMrk-bbi^, 

But all things having ftood ftill fo long, 
we refolved new to Rx>fe no more time; yet 
we had no Money, nor could we cxpedt any 
in lefs than fix Months, from the Fetor's 
Rates; therefdre We refolved to make our 
feveral Loans for twelve Months without In- 
tfereft to the Corporation on the Credit of 
their Common Seal ; in which Defign many 
of the Citizens lent their Afliftance, whereby 
we became fooii Matters of about fix Hun- 
dred Pounds Stock* Likewife our Guiardians. 

who* 
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who were appointed to pay the Poor in their 
feveral Parifhes, voluntarily advanced their 
weekly Payments, till they could be reim* 
buril by the Treafuren The other Stock 
we employed to furniih Beds, and other Ne** 
ceflaries for our Children to be taken in, and . 
Materials for their working. 

We had now two Committees i one for 
the Poor, the other for the New Work- 
houfe. 

The Committee for the Poor met twice 
every Week: And in this Committe we 
proceeded thus: 

Firfty We voted that the Poor of the City . 
Ihould be vifited in their re(ped:ive Pari/hes, . 
and that new Poor's Rates (hould be nuule }; 
and accordingly we ordered the Guardians of 
each Pariih to bring together the Poor on a - 
certain Day in fome convenient Place, . where 
the Committee m^t, and without Partiality 
endeavoured to provide for every one. accord- 
ing to their Wants, we likewife took No. 
rice of all the young Girls that ., were on our 
Poor's Books, and of fuch whofe Parents took 
no due Care of them : and thefe we recom- 
mended to the Committee of the New Work- 
houfe, to be taken in, and employed by 
them. 

Our 
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Our Poor's Rates we made in this man^ 
ncr : Every one that expeded Relief, came 
before us with their whole Families, except 
ftich as was impotent and could not come : 
In our Books we put down the Name of 
the Man, the Woman, and each Child ; 
together with the Qualifications of all, either 
as to Age, Health, Civility, 6?r. what each 
Pcrfon did, or could get by thie Week, and 
in what Employment. We likewife fet 
down for what Reaibn the Charity was be- 
flowed s that when that fliould ceafe^ or we 
could find out any other Way to provide for 
it, the Charity fhould . likewife ceafe. 

Having thus feen the State of all our 
Poor, and provided for them, the Committee 
fat twice a Week in the Public Cburt, to 
hear and provide for all cafual Complaints ; 
which we did in this Manner : We ordered 
that the Poor in their refpeftive Pariihes, 
fhould firfl: apply Acmfelves to their Guardi- 
an or Guardians, who were to relieve them 
as they faw fit, till the next Sitting of the 
Committee, when they were to bring them 
up with their Complaints, if they ^ere able • 
to come ; and this we did, left the Com* 
mittee (three whereof made a ^orum) Ihould 

1^ 



ij6 The APPENDIX- 

be deceivtad y who could not be fuj^poTed to 
know the State of all the Poor in the City, 
and by this Means we had the Opinion of 
the Guardian of each Pari(h ; nor could he 
eaiily deceive us, becaufe he brought the Poor 
with him, and thereby the Committee be^ 
came Judges of the Matter laid before them. 
At thefe Meetings, Care was taken of the va- 
rious Qiiel^ and Exigencies which ofier'd, and 
in all Thiti^ theti^ was a Regard, as much as 
could be, to put People on living by their own 
Xjabours. 

. To fuch as were fick, we gave Warrants 
to our Fhyfician to vifit them \ fuch as want* 
cd the Affiflance of our Surgeons were di- 
re6ked to them, and all were relieved till 
they wefg; able to work ; by which Means 
die Poor hav^ing been well attended, were fet 
at wbrk agafin, who, by N^left, might with 
their Fabiilies have been chargeable to the 
Corporation $ for fome we provided Ckxiths, 
for others Work ; where we found People 
cattfdil, but wanted a Stock to employ them- 
fclvds and Children, we cither lent or gave 
it ; where they wanted Houfes, we either 
paid the Rent, or became Security for it -, 
where we found them oppreft, we ftood by 

them 5 
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tftemi wher« piffcwn^s arofe, we endea'. 
vour^d to compofe thern i fp that in a licdq 
time aU the Complaints of the Popr came W 
thi* Cpininijtee, which fevc4 ojir Magiftr^tes 
a gceat'deal ,Qf Troul?le, and Care wa$ takea 
ibac npti€ veiit away unhearA 

Tij;^ Committee at Srft iat twice a Week, 
but now only once in a Fortnight 5 npt that 
we grew (lack in the Care pf oyr Popr, but 
becaufc their Number being fo much abated, 
by thofe received into our feveral Workf 
houles^ the BcUinels not requiring their p^^t- 
ingoftner. 

The other Committee, viz^ That fo;- th^ 

new Workrhoufc, having firft farnilb^d it iq 
order to receive in the young Girls, begj^ij 
with fuch as wcm recommended to them by 
the Committee for the Poor; apd this Me- 
thod hath been generally olof^ivcd ever fince, 
both by that Committee, and ^Ifo by the Com- 
mittee ilnce chofen for our other Work-houie ^ 
not that either of them depends on the other, 
but becaufe the firCk applicatk)n for Relief i^ 
made to the Committee ifor the Poor, 

But before we took in the Qirls, we firft 
confidered of proper Officers to govern them ; 
and the& confifted of ^ IV&fter, whofe Bufi- 

ne6 
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ncfs was tx> receive in Work, and deliver it 
out again, and to keep the Account of the 
Houfe, 6fr. 

A Miftrefi, whofe Bufineis was to look 
after the Kitchen and Lodgings, to provide 
their Meals at fet Tinjes, and other Things 
which related to the Government of the 
Houfe. 

TuTREssES to teach them to Spin, un- 
der each of which we put Five and Twenty 
Girfe. 

A School-Miftrefii, to teach them to read. 

Servants in the Kitchen, and for waffl- 
ing, (^c. but thefe we (bon difcharged, and 
caufcd our biggeft Giris to take their Turns 
every Week. 

We alfo appointed an old Man to keep the 
Door, and to carry forth and fetch in Work, 
and fuch kind of Services. . 

Being thus provided, we received in one 
hundred Girls, and fet them to work at Spin- 
ning of Worfted Yam ; all which we firft 
caufed to be ftript by the Miftrefe, waihed, 
and new Qothed from Head to Foot ; which, 
together with wholefome Dyet at fet Hours, 
and good Beds to lie on, fo incouraged the 
Children, that they willingly betook thcm- 

felves to their Work. 

Wb 
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We likewife provided for them Apparel 
for Suniojfs 5 they went to Church every Lord's 
Day ; were taught their Catechifms at home, 
and had Prayers twice every Day ; we appoint- 
ed them fet Hours for working, eating, and 
playing; and gave them leave to walk on 
the Hills with their Tutreffes, when their 
Work was over, and the Weather fair ; by 
which means we Won them into Civility, and 
a love to their Labour. But we had a great 
deal of Trouble with their Parents, and thofe 
who formerly kept them, who having loft the 
fweetnefs of their Pay, did all they could to 
iet both their Children and others againft us| 
but this was foon over. 

Hitherto things anfwered above our 
Expedhtions ; our Children grew fober, and 
worked willingly, but we very much queftion- 
ed, whether their Labours at the Rates we 
were paid, would anfwer the charge of their 
Maintenance ; and if not, our great Doubt 
was how we might advance it, without pre- 
judicing the Manuiadfaircs. 

To clear thefirft, we fuppofed ourfelves 
in a fair way, having appointed their Diets to 
be made up of fuch Provifions as were very 
wbQlefpme^ afforded good nwriflioient, and 

were 
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were not coftly in Priceyviz. Beef, Peafe, Po- 
tatoes, Brpatji, Peafe-porridge, Milk-porridgp, 
Bread a^d Cheefe^ goQ4 Bteer, (fuch as. wc 
dra;^ at our oym, Tables) Cabbage, Carrots,^ 
Turnips, (^c. in which we toojc the Adyice 
ftfoqjr P^ay&riaftj a,nd hcft^; the beft of eve^ 
Sort. They M ^f« B^Ies^ §R?Fy J^Yi and 
as ^ repi^aibpr, it fto<jd usr^^ith Sc«p » 
ff^} m'^imt SiW«h-peiwe /^r W^efc &r 
each of the oo/e hundred Girl§. ^ We fqpa 
found the fitkA of .theiir Change of Livings 
Nature jbeinglweU fupfterted, threw out; a 
gre^ doaJ of Foulneis, ibithat'wei had gener' 
fally tw^tjtdawn.at a TiWe, in the MeafeJ^* 
Small-pox, and other Dtfteo:^)er$ ^ but b^ the 
Care of our'Phyficianj ftft4 A§ -rSklfing. of 
God .on'hisiEndeavourB, we^ neyer buried b^t 
Two, though: we haYe bad.-^ldom lefs than 

•one hrnldred • in the Houfe -^t any Time. ' 



Havtino thus provided for their Diets^ 

wc next appointed their Times of Workings 

which in the Summer was ten Hours and a 

half every Bay, and an Hour Je(s ia the 

Winter^ by which mejans we anfw«rcd the 

two Objedions raifed againfl: the Poor, viz» 

That they will not work, and that they 4'^^ 

what they get in fine feedings 

But 
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' BvT we fpon found, that the great. Caufe 
of begging did proceed from the low Wages 
for Labour; for after about eight Months 
time, our Children could not get half fo 
much as we expended in their Provifions. 
The Manufadurers, who employed us, were 
always complaining the Yarn was fpun coarfe^ . 
but would not advance above Eight-pence per 
Pound for Spinning, and we muft either take 
this, or have no' Work. Cn the other fide, 
we were labouring to underftand how we. 
might diftingpilh, and put a Value on our. 
Work, according to its Finenefs, This we 
did by the Snap Reel, which when we were 
Matters of, the Committee made an Order, 
That the .Mafter Ihould buy in a Stock of 
Wool, and Spin it up for our own Accounts,, 
and then proceeded to fet the Price of Spin- 
ning by the Snap Reel, wherein we endea^ 
voured to difcourage coarfe Work, and to en-, 
deavour fine, becaufe we faw the latter was 
likely to bring more Profit, not only to the 
Poor, but to the Kingdom in general. We 
likewife ordered fome Things to be made up 
of the feveral Sorts of Yarn,. at the Rates 
we had. fet them ; and on the whole, we 
found the Commodities made of fine Yarn,. 

M though 
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though they were much better 'than thofe 
made of 0)arfe, yet ftood us in little more ; 
becaule what the one exceeded in the Charge 
of Spinning, was very much made good in 
Abatement of the Quantity ufed. We there- 
fore fent to the Manufadhirers, and (hewed 
them what Experiments we had made ; but 
finding them ftill unwilling to advance above 
the old Rate, the Committee voted, that they 
would give Employment ta all the Poor of 
the City, who would make Application to 
them, at the Rates we oflfer'd to work, 
and pay them ready Money for their La- 
bour. 

We foon found we had taken the right 
Courfe, for in a few Weeks we had Sale for 
our fine Yarn as fafl: as we could make it, 
and they gave us from Eight-pence to Two 
Shillings per Pound for Spinning the fame 
Goods, for which a little before they paid but 
Eight-pence, and were very well pleafed with 
it, becaufe they were now able to diftinguiih 
between the fine and the coarfe Yarn, and to 
apply each Sort to the Ufe for which it was 
. moft proper : Since which, they have given 
us Two Shillings and Six^pence per Pound 
jbr a ^e^t many Pounds, and we fpin fome 

worth 
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worth Three Shillings and Six-pence/^r Pbund 
Spinning. 

By this Means we had the Pleafure of fee- 
ing the Children's Labour advanced, which a 
little before I came up, amounted ta near 
Six Pounds per Week, and would have beea 
much more, but that our biggeft Girls, we 
either fettle forth, or put in the Kitchen ; 
and thofe we receive in being generally fmall, 
are able to do but little for fome Tim^ 
after. ^ 

Th e Encouragement we had received on 
this Beginning, put us on proceeding further : 
The Court refolved to purchafe a great Su- 
gar-Houfe, out of the Money direded by the 
A(5t to be raifed for Building of Work^ 
Houfes, and fit it up for the receiving in the 
Remainder of the Poor, (viz.) ancient Peo^ 
pie. Boys, and young Children ; which was 
accordingly done, and a Committee was 
appointed to manage it. This we called 
the Mim fFbrk-Hou/e, becaufe it had been 
hired by the Lords of the Treafury for that 
Ufc. ■''■', 
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Thb Committee began to take in the Boys 
in ^uguji laft 5 thefe we cloathed, dieted, and^ 
governed, much after the lame Manner as we 
had done the Girls, but put them on a diffe- 
rent Employment, (viz.) Spinning of Cotton 
Wool, and weaving of Fuftians : We have ^ 
now about one hundred of them together,, 
who fettle well to their Work, and every 
Day mend their Hands j they get us already 
Six Pounds, per Week ; they are likewife 
taught to read, and we (hall hereafter teach 
them to write. 

We next took in our ancient People 5 and 
here we had principally a Regard to fuch as 
were impotent, and had no Friends to help 
them, and to fuch as we could not keep from 
the lazy Trade of Begging ; thefe we cloath'd 
as we faw they needed, and put on fuch Em- 
ployments as were fit for their Ages and 
Strengths, having our Eyes chiefly on thofe 
to which they were bred *, we found it diffi- 
cult at firfl: to bend them down to good Or- 
ders, but by Degrees we have brought them 
under Government. 

Then we called in all the Children that 
were on our Poor's Bopks, and put them un- 
iJer Nurfes 5 thofe who can Ipeak and go, 

are 
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are carried down into the School, to learn 
their A^ J?, C, i^c. As they grow up, we 
ihall put them into the working Rooms. 

Th e Boys are kept at a Diftance from the 
ancient People, who do alio lodge in diftindt 
Apartments, the Men in feveral Chambers 
on one. Floor, and the "Women on another; 
all do fomething, though perhaps Ibme of 
their Labours comes to little, yet it keeps 
them from Idlenefs : Both the Old and 5foung 
attend Prayers twice a Day, (except the Bed- 
pdden, for whom other Care is taken) and go 
to Church twice on Sundays. 

We have now three ftanding Committees, 
(viz.) For the Poor, for the New Work- 
Houfe, and for the Mint Work-Houfe : The 
firft gives all Direftions, and makes all Al- 
lowance, for the Poor, without whofe Order 
X\o Guardian can aft any Thing confiderable, 
except in Cafes of abfolute NeceQity, which 
at the next Meeting of the Committee he 
muft give an Account of, and defire their 
Approbation. The other two Committees 
have Power to aft in the Affairs of that 
Work-Houfe. for which they are chofen : 
They receive in both Old and Young 5 they 
bind forth Apprentices, correft, order the 

M 3 Diet 
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Diet as they pleafe, overfee the Working, fell 
the Manufadures, when made, order the 
Payment of all Moneys, which cannot be 
done urjefi the Note be fign'd by the Chair- 
man J and generally direft every Thing re- 
lating to thofe Houfes. 

Th e Accounts are made up thus : The 
Treafurer's Account is audited every Year, 
by a Committee chofen for that purpofe • 
it which Time he is fucceeded by another 
Treafurer, chofen by the Court: The Ac- 
counts of the Guardians who pay the Poor in 
their feveral Pariflies are audited every three 
Months, by a feleft Committee chofen like- 
wife by the Court, and are then paid by the 
Treafurer : The Accounts for each Work- 
houfe are audited by the refpeftive Committee 
every Month, when the Matter adjufts, not 
only his Account of Ca(h, but alio of each 
particular Specie of Goods he hath under his 
Care, the Ballance whereof is ftill carried for-^ 
ward to the next, which when allowed of is 
{igned by the Chairman : And the Account 
for each Houfe is fo dated, that it (hews at 
one Sight, what the Houfe is indebted ; what 
Debts are out-ftanding, and from whom ; what 

Goodg 
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Gcx)ds remain in the Houfe, and the Quan- 
tity of each Specie. 

At the making up thefe Accounts, nothing 
(unlefs very trivial) is allowed, for which an 
Order is not produced, or found entered 
in our Books, fo that *tis very difficult to 
wrong the Q)rporation of any thing, if the 
Guardians fhould endeavour it. 

These Committees keep their Journal 
Books, wherein all they do is fairly tranfcrib- 
ed, and figned by the Chairman. 

This is what at prefent occurs to my Me- 
mory touching our Work-houfes at l&rifioL 
I have; been as brief as the nature of the Thing 
would admit : The Succefs hath anfwered our 
Expeftation ; we are freed from Beggars, our 
old People are comfortably provided for ; our 
Boys and Girls are educated to Sobriety, and 
brought to delight in Labour ; our young 
Children are well lookt after, and not fpoiled 
by the negleft of ill Nurfes ; and the Face of 
oi)r City is fo changed already, that we have 
great reafon to hope thefe young Plants will 
produce a virtuous and laborious Generation 
with whom Immortality and Prophanels may 
find litde Incouragement ; nor does our hopes 
appear to be groundlefi, for among three 

M 4 hundred 
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hundred Perfons now under our Charge with- 
in Doors, there is neither Curfing nor Swear- 
ing, nor prophane Language, to be heard » 
though many of them were bred up in all 
manner of Vices, which neither Bridewell 
nor Whippings could fright them from, be- 
caufe, returning to their bad Company, for 
want of Employment, they were rather made 
worfe, than bettered by thefe Corredtions ; 
whereas, the Change we have wrought on 
them, is by fair means. We have a Bride^ 
welly- Slocks, and Whippin^-Toji^ always in 
their Sights, but never had occcafion to make 
ufe of either. 

What is done in that City, I humbly 
hope may be carried on by the fame Steps 
throughout the Kingdom ; the Poor may be 
fet at Work, their Wages advanced without 
Danger to our Manufafturers, and they there- 
by enabled to live on their owti Labours, 
whereby the Charge of the'Poor*s Rates may 
be faved, and a great many worthy Benefac- 
tors encouraged to give, when they Ihall fee 
their Charity fo well difpofed of. This I have 
* great reafon to hope, becaufe we have had 
near one Thoufand Pounds freely given to "us 
within the Compafs of one Year, and much 
• •* thereof 
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thereof by Gentlemen who dwelt at a Dif- 
tance from us, only were willing to encou- 
rage a Work they faw likely to be carried 
on, which might be of good Example to the 
Nation. 

I am. 

Right Honourable 

And Honouraikj 

Tour Honours mofi 

Obedient Servant^ 

JOHN GARY. 
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To the Right HonouraBle the LORDS 
Spiritual artei Temporal, and to 
the Hvmurable the Commons sf 
ENGLAND /» "Parliament Af- 
fembled. 

^^^^M AV I N G lately prefented your 
If raflr^fr^''''^'l^ Honours with An EJfay en Coin 
^M-_J,y.i| end Credit^ the chief Defign. 
^^^fe'^^ whereof was to Jhew the Ne- 
ceflicy of Settling a well-ground- 
ed Credit in this Nation, for Support of the 
Government, and carrying on its Trade j I 
do now with all Humility lay before you Pro- 
pofals to anfwer that End, which I have not 
clogg'd with Compulfion to the Subjeft, fup- 
pofing nothing of this Nature can be good, 
where a common Confent, grounded upon 
Intereft, doth not make it valuable. 
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Banks,^! humbly conceive, ought chiefly 
to be calculated for the Ufe of Trade, and 
modeled fo as may beft content the Traders. 
What gives them Satisfaftion, will anfwer 
all other Occafions of the Kingdom. Mo- 
ney paffes tfirough the Hands of the Nobi- 
lity and Gentry, only as Water doth through 
Conduit-Pipes into the Ciftern, but Centers 
in the Hands of Traders, where it circu- 
latesy and may be iaid to be ufeds and a<- 
mong thefe, Eafe, Profit, and Security, are 
Argfiments to keep a Bank always full : Be-* 
fides, when the Streights of the Government 
are taken of, greater Sums will come into 
Trade, which are now drawn out, in order to 
make Advantages, above what the Profits of 
Trade will bring in. 

The Heads whereon I propofe to build 
this National Credit, are thefe which fol- 
low: 

That a B^nk be erefted on the Credit 
of Parliament, the Profit or Lofs thereof to 
redound to the Nation, whofe chief Cham- 
ber Ihall be fettled in JLfindcn^ but leifer 
Chambers in other Places of this Kingdom, 
^t fuch Diftances, as may belt anfwer the 

Oo 
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OccafioDS of the Country, which Cham- 
bers to account with that of London^ and 
that to Commiilioners appomted by Parlia* 
ment 

That this Bank (hall take in what run- 
ning Cafh (hall be offered, and fhall give 
their Notes for it ; and fhall alfo allow In^ 
tereft after the Rate of per Cent, per 

Jftnum^ after the firft Days, till thofe 

Notes be paid, and iball alfb pay it again to 
the Proprietors, or any Part thereof, when 
demanded. 

That if any Man put in his Money for 
a Time certain, not lefs than Months^ 

he fliall receive Intereft from the Time 
of paying it in, to the Time he is Re^ 

paid. 

That this Bank (hall let out any Sum a« 
gain on reafbnable Security, either Real, Per^ ^ 
fonal, or Goods, receiving Intereft after the 
Rate of per Cent, per Jnnum^ till the 

Borrower (hall think fit to pay it in, which 
he (hall do, by fuch Parts as will beft fuit his 
Occafions, and be difcharged from the Interefi? 
of what he fo pays, and only pay after the 
Rate aforefaid, for fo much as doth remain 
)n hi$ liands. 

That 
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That Lombards be erefted to attend 
this Bank, . for ^ the Benefit of Traders, 
under Regulations, which may Encourage 
Trade: 

That for the Benefit of Returns, the 
Notes given in any one Chamber of this 
Bank, (hall be demandable in any other, to- 
gether with the Intereft due till Payment, the 
Receiver allowing for fuch Returns after the 
Rate of for each Hundred 

Pounds, in the Chamber where he receives 
his Money. 

Th a t to prevent Counterfeits, all Notes 
given out at any Chamber, Ihall be made pay- 
able to or Order, and affigned from 
one to another, each AflTignee to be Warrantee 
for the Note, both to the Bank, and alfb to 
every later Aflignee. 

That thefe Notes fhall be taken by the 
King in all Payments, which will make them 
current among the Subjefts. 

That this Bank do fupply the King with 

all Loans at per Cent. Intereft per Ann. from 

the Time of borrowing, to the Time the 

Money is paid in again, and that it hath the 

Taxes, or Funds fettled by Aft of Parliament, 

for its Security. 

That 
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That all Debts contrafted to, this Bank, 
fhall be of the fame, Nature with Debts conr 
traded to the King, and be firft paid out of 
the pftates of the Debtors 5 and' that E)t- 
tepts fliall lye accordingly. 

That an Account be kept of Profit and . 
Lois in each Ch2|»rn|ber, together with the 
pharges pf the QfHcers, ^c. . And that it be 
returned up every three Months^ as alfo. Acr 
compt Curreiv, to the Grapd Channber in 
London^ where the whole Ihall be Examined 
by ^he Con;imiffioners, and they Ije liable tf> 
|he infpeftipn o^ the Parliament. 
. That Regifters fpr Lands be erefted in 
all Countries, fcf^*. where defired, by A£t of 
Parliament. 

That Bills be paft on the Bank by fuck 
as are appointed to bqy for'thePabliQUie 
pf the J^atiqn, payable at tlie Time ofiheir 
A^eement ; by which means every one will 
endeavour to furnifti the Government clieao- 
fcft, when their Payments fhall be pundbal ^ 
the King will fave a great deal of Money, 
paid nofw for Procuration, Exc^flive lotereft, 
Csff. and (iie Fleet fnd ^^rppiy. will be jwrell 
paid. 



m 



N 



6?r. 



i 



178 ^» E S S A Y 

That the Commiffioners do once every 
• Yoar sit lead, make up the Accoants depend- 
ipg between the Public and the Bankf al- 
lowing per Cent. Intercft as before ; 
and make Application to the Parliament for 
its Reimburfement. 

That Bills and Bonds be made Affignable 
by Law, and the Property be thereby tranf- 
fer*d to the Afljgoe. 

. That Truftees may put the Money be- 
longing to Orphans into this Bank, which 
fliall be a Difcharge to them for fo much of 
thgir Truft, the Intereft to be duly iffued out 
for the Maintenance of the faid Orphans ; and 
that all Plate and Bullion belonging to the 
iaid Orphans be by the Truftpes coined up at 
the next Mint, and the Money put into the 
Bank for the ufe of the faid Orphans. 

That the Money m this Bank be freed 
from Taxes. 

Concerning which Credit I fliall briefly 
fpeak to thefe Four Things, 

' I. Firft, Its Security. 

11. Secondly, Some of thofe Ainantages the 
Nation will re<^ kf it, 

in. 
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tiL Thirdly, I Jhall make fome Comparifofi 
hetween ibis Credit^ and the prefent Bank of 
£lngland. 

IV. Fourthly, I Jhall fet Jartb the Heceffitjt 
of fetltng the NatioHs Credit in this prefent 
SeJJions. 

1. As to the Pirjly It hath the LegidativcS 
Power of the Kingdom of England for its. 
Foundation, a Secutity ftrong enough, and 
nothing elfe dan be fo, to build this Great Su- 
f)erftnidufe upon, the well modeling whereof j 
will keep it from being fubjeft to the Defigni 
of private Perlbns : This will laft fo long a^ 
the Peoples Liberties laft, for no Change can 
weaken it, fo long as the People of England 
have a hand in making their own LaWs, whofd 
Common Intefeft will be riveted ahd made 
up with the Security of this Bank, that they 
will in 1 ihort time become one thing, fo thaf 
nothing lefs than a Conquei): will be able to 
ihake it : This we cannot feaf froiii any Na^ 
tion beCdes the French^ nor from them neither^ 
till Holland is firft fubdued 5 therefore, &s thofti 
States muft: (irft truckle, fo far will our Bank 
be more fecure than theirs i France cannot f 

tix£t a Bank on any fort of Security^ becaufe 

N a the 
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. the Will of the Prince being his Law, aJten 

according to his prefent Occalions : Nor can 

Spain do it ; Where, not only the Government 

but alfo the Profits thereof, are divided a- 

mongft Its Minifters : As for Sweden^ Den- 

fnark^ and Portugal^ the f rinces bf Italy and 

Germatrf^ few believe their Circumftances to 

be luch, as to render them capable of ereft- 

ing a Bank, which may draw t^e Eyes of 

Europe to look towards it ; England only can 
do it, for as an ea/y Government is its own 

Security, fo that Security encourages Trade, 
and thefe two, accompanied with the JProfits 
. offered to a running Cafh, will make all £«- 
rope defirc to fettle their Monies here. 

Seeing then, that nothing but the fame 
Power which firft conftituted this Bank can 
deflroy it, (a Power with whom we intruft 
our Lives, Liberties, and Eftates) I cannot 
fee the leaft' Room left for diftruft ; for what 
Advantage can any future Parliament expeft 
by a defign of fcizing this Bank, when the 
Treafure thereof may be drawn out, whilft 
they are framing the. Law; and the Con- 
fequence thereof will be, the Ruining their 
own Eftates, for which they can promife no-. 

thing 
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tiling to themfetvei, &ve the being poffeft of 
Qoipty PapcKS. 

What farckcr ; Hazard the Nation can. 
nrii,'inuft proceed from the Negkft of the. 
Managers, or the Fraixi of undfer Officers, 
which, CarjS in the Pirft, and Security for 
the Laft, will prevent. 

II. The next Thing is to (hew the Ad- 
vantages which EngianJ will reap by fctling 
the Credit here propofed ; whereof fome do 
immediately attend itj others are confequen- 
tial. 

* ' • 

^ Those which immediately ahcnd it, 
are, 

\ i/l. The Rate of Intereft will hereby be 
brought lower, to the Advance of our Lands, 
and Encouragement of our Trade, by 
Methods altogether as profitable to the Ufurer, 
who will be willing to* let his Money Cheaper, 
when it (hall never lie dead without his Cbn* 
'fcht, Ws Security be uncjueftionable^ and freed 
from the Charges of litigious Suits, which fo 
frequently accompany doubtful Mortgages. 
idfy^ Both Genriemen and Traders wUl 

hereby be fupplied wirii Money to ferve their 
CXrcafions, on fuch reafonable Security as they 
arc able to give, when that Security (hall be 

N 3 ftrength' 
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ftrengthned, by having the Prehemtntnce 
above all other obligations; they may alio 
have Liberty to pay it in by fiich Proportions, 
as they can beit ipare it, when it Ihall be 
equally the Intereft of the Bank to receive it 
iR), which will never ws^nt new Opportunities 
to let it out again. 

^dly^ Th is Credit will give us an Efteem 
in Foreign Parts, draw their Moneys hither, 
4nd confcquendy their Trade, and thereby 
their People, ^ll which will be an Adv^ntag^ 
to England. 

4fy, It will fupply die Government ^ith 
Money to carry on the War at moderate In- 
tereft, and make its Credit good ; whereby 
the public Revenues will reach farther to ferve 
its Occafions, and the Miniflers of State be 
freed from many anxious Thoughts, which 
now make them uneafy. 

gly. It will make Returns from place to 
place in England^ both cheap and certain, 
which will help our Inland iTrade, and pre-r 
vent Rol^beries, now too much encouraged 
by travellinjg with Moneys It will alio be 
profitable to our Foreign Trade, by bringing 
fecb^nges low in our fevour. 
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6ly, The Frauds put on the County, by 
Coupterfeit Notes will be prevented^ for 
though the Method of Indentures and ftained 
Paper now ufed by the Bank of England^ may 
be a Sedurity to it felf, yet it is not fo to any 
one elfe, feeing Art is able to counterfeit every 
Thing, at leaft fo like, as not , to be eafily 
difcoverM : Now, what Satis&dion will it be 
to thofe who hare received their Notes inftead 
of Money, to be told by the Managers 'that 
they are counterfeit, when they know not 
where, nor from whom to get Reparation ; 
whereas, being Afligned from Man to Man, 
tliey are taken on the Credit of the Affignor, 
who runs no other rilque thereby, fave his 
Warrant that they are truly what he pays 
. them for.' 

yly, Thi s Bank will be free from Stock- 
Jobbing, the Bane of all good Defigns, 
which will find no room here, becaufe ic 
cannot be divided into private and particular 
Interefts. 

^ The Confequential Advantages will be thefe^ 

iji. By this means the Taxes kr carrying 
on, the War the cnfuing Year, together with 

N 4 the 
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the T*renty*^five hundred* and Sixty* four 

'Thdu&nd Pbiinds, which fell ffibrt oH the 

Salt Fundi may be railed, by Methods, inhere- 

jn the ifcihg's Revenue, arid the Peoples Pro- 

■fits, IhaJI go hind in hind, tvithftut Antici* 

'^^tions. - . . ^ 

2ly. Toe Piinds now fettled bn our Matm- 

fkfturcs, which difcourage bur Tradt, anld 

-fuin oiir Poor, may be ibhk arid taken oif; 

fcch as thofe on thtGlafs-tnaker}^ fobdcc^pipi- 
nthkers; DiftiUers^ and others, many whtrcof 

•^Kave yielddd little to the CStevctnmenr, abo^e 
^he charge of C611e6ting, and the beft of thtiii 
*Kavc done j^rikt Miifchitf ^ to odr Tradfe ; iidiv 
'feeing theft iare only fo ma'n^' feverB 'M^* 
^us*s of raifrrig Money, tKofe Methods mutt 
doubdefi do beft, which leaft injure oifr 

Trade. ."*.'•*' 
* ^ly. TttE Debt due to the Ti-anj^orit- 
^Ships may be paid off, arid thofe People^ to 
Vhofe early Lbyalty and Reduftion of >^ 
land is very much owing, be contented; 

« 

4,fy. The Mints may be kept Imployed, 
ind the Kingdom thereby filled with Coin.' 

sfy. OvK Wool may be kept at home, 
which I humbly conceive can hever be done, 
till a good-' Credit be fettled, any thing' left 

will 
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; WjM not 6fi> hkfgi enough to^ coifcr . th^ Scq^ 
intended t» be iured; 

r^isimiA^ €%eciBliy chatxbf Tisfikoc^ and Mi>- 
diads may be pr^pofsd to render it* tboi^e pro- 
fitahhv i^th lOi^ihtt ICihg, abd atib to tife 

' 7/F* Tflfi terfc ' rfF J%fe«<^ l^toies may 
ibs brotfghft ffcvPar; a«d Taflk^ of'^M ferfe 
cin % fiit>rt time be ^^id 4^ at thgir fell Vafae, 
which 2 Humbly ^onc^ir^. wiH te (iifficuk tb 
be done, any other way, the fettling a Credit 
ion eicBer, iorl grafting tkem-lieith^tog^her, 
ieem in)j^Tt)bablc .^ftOetbodis tb atfi^er fhofe 

. * • ' 'J • 

: I humbly htjpe fci Wfiik$ fVojpbfefe fti thfe 
iprefeiA SeflSbris fet (>trttiDg thefe ^in'to i)ra6Hife, 
If a good Credit be rimelj^ fet^ed. - 

BfiiiDfis theft, mkny other Advantaged 
will ^dnue to the Nation, many of which I 
have fet ferth in hiy before recited £flay on 

Coin ahd Credit. :P^^. 27, z8, 29. 

« • ■ 

» • . 

IIL T« £ rilkd Thing is to make fomt 

Comparifoh between the Credit ' here propo* 

pofed. 
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poled, and the.prefent Bank of England^ 
which I humbly conceive is fo Ihaken in its 
Reputation^ as' had! rendred it uncapable to 
•be made jhe Foundation of a national Credit; 
and whilft we Jabour to recover it, we may 
nin^the hazard of deftroying our Trade, dif- 
turbing the Government, and keeping our 
felves under a lingring War, whilft we jsncou- 
.ftige the Fr^k King, to try his utmoft Ef- 
forts, hoping, that, our Diffitrulties at home^ 
. will fcffoe u^ to accept of sl dilhonourable 

Peace. 

*Tis certsuh, nothing can be the Support 
of a National Credjt,^ which is not better, or 
at leaft fo good as Money ; and this is not to 
be found in the Bank of England^ whole 
Nptes: whilft they are One per Cent, worfe 
than Specie, will always keep their CoflFers 
empty, becaufe no Man will put into if ^ 
hundred Pounds in Money, when he can pur* 
chafe a Note of the f^me, Value for Ninety- 
nine 5 and. the Confequence will be this, that 
the Lender, or rather the JoUDer, will never 
reft till, he is repaid, that fo.he may be ma- 
king advantage by a new Purchafe ; and if 
this will be the EfFedt of a Credit worfe' only 
by One per Cent, than Money, what will ir 

be 
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)3e when 'tis funk to jSxteen ; Whereas, on 
the other fide, when a Credit is better than 
Money, the Coffers will ever be full, bediufe 
all Men will end^voiir to put, in their Mo-* 
ney^ and be impatient till 'tis done ; and thv9 
it will be, when the Lender tl^inks .himfelf 
fecure, and makes more Profit by having hia 
Money in the Bank then in his Cheft, whp 
wi)] therefore receive out no more^ at a Tim^ 
then his Neceflities fha^U require, and for th( 
lame Reafon,; thofe to whom he p^ys it,, wil} 
endeavour to returii.it.thitl^r figaiin fbibon 
9S they c?in, 

IV. As to the fourth Thing propofedj 
The Neceflity the Nation lies under to have 
\xs Credit fettled this prefent Se0k)hs, it will 
appear, if we . confider, how London no^ 
jRiands in Competition with al} England be- 
fides, as to the Specie of Money^ and ho^ 
\l will ftand before another Sefiions: 'Ti$ 
generally agreed, that about, one Mpiety of 
the Money.of £^/fl»/is already Centered in 
that great City, and the reft is not enough to 
pay the Debts owing to it, together with 
his Majefty's Revenues, Bonds already enter* 
sd int0| »nd Taxes now tQ be given, for 

fix 



Six MomJh& Idiger, befidesthe Foreign iKli^s 
fidikh are generally made pslyaWe ther^, all 
fttiidi nvaft betdmm^d ih^S^Ci^ ; for though 
bf'an Adb of thi^ prcknt SefBms : Incituledf 
-^Ah Jta f(^)ibe-fariher Remeifin^ ibe ill Slate 
9f the 'Cm ef this Kit^dmj 5t is among other 
*litiigs 'prt)tided, That all Money that ihaU 
fee 'trdughit in irpon -Accdtrnt trf Taxes, or 
Revenues, or Ixxins, at FiVe Shillings and 
Eight Pbnefe ^ ;Ouhce» iBiall be earned to 

Hk&next adjaicbwI'^Minr, in order to be Rr- 

Qokied^ yet tliisf Will no ifvay be Serviceable to 
the Country, unle;|s a Credit be fettled j it 
muft otherwife be fent up to London after 
oAt^ far want cf llctufn^ tHc' Debts due to 
tlie^CoilnltylH:i% paid ifiei^e^ih Bank, whidh 
b -Sixteen /itfr tS^f. "fAitit ' than Money, -'and 
flkde <Jtte i-oni-liheCxiuntry demanded in 
^cie, fo that theMoney of iS%&«i'is every 
Week brou^t ep fliSther ji^hd then, if it be 
neK^ C(»dldeitd, what Methods are left to 
Uie CoufHry Vo dhiw it bdck-^^aJn, viz. h^ 
P^lfioni-and ibme few ctf^ Things, 'twiti 
fee re^natte to beHeve, that feeing the iup» 
^ymade 6dm that City to the Country it 
greater than ivhat is made from the Country 
Ihjther, all -the Cifli of England wiH center 

there 
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there in a (hort Time, to the Riiintpg of the 
other Trading Cities, and difabUng of the^ 
Country to pay future Taxes ; iuid-this will;; 
make the dependence on London ilill greate^^ 
til] by its own.BloatJnefs it nuifl atiaft burft^ 
when ^ the Eflates -of the Traders. fball oonfift* 
only in Debts due from the Coui^tiy, which., 
muft (till lye out for want olT a.Specrie to psij 
them in-i £> that all the Adi/(9Entage Imdm 
will receive, ij,- that it will be kft ruined. 

Now if a^ood Credit bevibtcled.XMt of 
Hand^ and tbue Mints oontioued in tfae^ 
Country, the Money that jis - now there^ m^sf^ 
be fiill kept there, and Methods found out to 
increafe it, and the Trade of England carried 
on with an equal Circulation in all places; 
this will keep up the Rents of the Lands of 
England^ 'which mtfft otherwife fall in their 
Values, fuitable to the diftance they fland in 
from that great Metropolis. 

I F it be objeded. That the Management 
of this Credit will be very co(Hy to the Na- 
tion; I humbjy conceive, that the Profits 
thereof will not only fupport its Chaise, but 
alfo bring in a gf eat Overplus, which may 
be ufefully Imployed to the Nation's Ad- 
vantage; yet were this Objedion true, no- 
thing 
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thing can be termed good Hufbandry which 
ipoils our Trade, the (topping whereof but 
for one Month, will be many Millions loft to* 
die Kingdom. 

If by reflifying this, or any better Pro- 
pofal from a more thinking Head, the Credit 
of the Nation may be fettled in this prefenc 
Seflions, I have reaped the End I aimed at, 
the Good and Welfare of my Native Country 5 
which I humbly fubmit to your Honours great 

WifHom, and (ball be readjr to explain any 

Thing that may feem doubtful, when I am 
thereto commanded. 

Tour Honours^ 
Moji Ohdient Servant^ 
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Relating M 

The Lin lien Manufa^ure 
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^HE Linnin N&nii&auie iri 
< Ireland^ being a Subjeft fo much 

difrours'd of the laft Sefljonii 
i Of Parliament, I humbly fwe^ 

fume to offer fotrte Thoughb 
how It miy beft be carried ort. 




i5>4 Ti&« APP ENDIX. 

B« T^ beibit I enter nfon !t> t will «oti^ 

fkter the Scitc oF that Kiflgetemi ^ih »- 
(^ td its Foreign Tmdei the iftlkn* 
^hcttof I uke C5 be ft^kifl tk^n, iftd itiiill 

therefore be fupplied, by carrying out their 
Coin, which is already grown fo fcarce, that 
•tis to be fear'd, ifi a fhdf t time there will be 
little left. 

To explain this, I will lay down Ibme of 

thofe iSteps, by wfaidi the Bftllance of Trade 
daily alters to their Prejudice. 

xft. The great Fall of their Products, 
viz. Wool, Tallow, Hides, Beef, &c. which 
are abated in their Prices above one Third 
of Mrfiat Aey yielded before the War ; fa that 
; (hdukh the feme Quarttities of thofe Com- 
modities be bought up for Exportation, as 
fisrmerlf there were, yet they wodd not 
amount to the Value they then did. 

2/j^.; The Ports of SpAWy Frame^ apd 
Flanders^ which' were their great Markets, 
bemg now fliut againlt them, the Profits 
which they made by their Foreigb Trade in 

^ * the 
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die Times of Peace, over and above thp 6x9: 
Valae of the Commodities eitpcrted, ari al& 
loft to the Kingdom. 

Sfy. The ProhibitiBg the Exportai^ 
of theip Wodl^ Manu^a^EureSy wheiehy 
theiF Feeble mate enij^oyed, and theii* Jjbh- 
boqift Ibid to Jbreign Nations, hath vi^ 
much lefl&ned (bo taHanoe c^ their Forei^ 
Trade. 

4fy. Tnn great Sums jof Money fpuit in 
this Kingdom by the NdbUity an^ Gentry 
of B^ilandy vho oome over hither &f PLsagiiQ, 
or neceil&ry Attendmicel^ or the Court, pBiiC 
liament, op private Affi^irs, and ^nd hither 
(heir Children for Education} the Ptarcluifta 
they have lately made of the ForH^ited E- 
ftates ; and the yearly Remittances thence for 
the Rents of Lands belonging to the Nobility 
and Gentry of this Kingdom, do all make 
a^inft them. 

gly. The great Ooniumptidn of Com- 
modities among them from this Kingdom), 
which, though it encreafes our Trade, and 
makes h our Intereft to Supptwt that King- 

;0 2 dom 
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dom, muft be allowed to be a Prejudice m 
them. 

All which being laid together, it feeim 
aj^rent to me, that the Ballaace of thdr 
Trade muft every Year grow more againft 
them, till their Money is drawn away, exr 
ccft fdme !^Tew MEinu&dlare, fit for Export 
tif^don, he encouraged amongft them. \ 

Ast> I think none more proper than that 
of Linnen ; whicb^ befldes the Employtnent 
it will give to their Poor, will alio take up 
^ large TraAs of Land for raifing of Hemp 
and Flax ; and being a Manufadure no wa/ 
Interfering with our flwn, we may take it 
£it>m them, in Barter for what they have 
Jience, without any Manner of Prejudice tp 
|he Trade of this Kingdom* 

4 

BssiDEif, The People of luland^ htin^ 
lemployed on theXinnen ManufaAure^ would 
by degrees be taken off from making fo much 
Worfted and Woollen Yami^s they now 
do, which they fend hither at Cheaper Rates i 

jhan we are able to make 'em : The Pri^e • 

pf Labour in all places being according 

" ""''*' \ to 
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to the Rents of Lands, the Poor can af- 
ford to work there on lower Terms than it 
can be expefted they ihould do here \ Qn « 
the other iide» if the low Labour of the 
Poor of Jrehmdj was employed pn Spinning 
d Linnen Ya^n, it would be an Advantdge 
to the Kingdom of Ireland^ to have it fent 
hither, becaufe it would enable us to make 
pur Fuftions, and other M^afaflures, where*- 
it is u&d, cheaper than now we do ; whilft 
our own Poor might be employed 6n Spin- 
ning of Wooi % and we might afibrd to give 
fheip better Wages, without fear of l^jng 
beat out of our Manu£i£fcures by any other 
Nation, provided C^re w^ taken to keep our 
WodatHome, 

T^s next Thing to be confidered is, how 
this Work may be beft prried on \ which I 
am of Opinion muft be (]one by ^ Corpora- 
tion, with a Joint-Stock, fufficient, not only 
to buy up what Linnens Ihall be made, but 
alfo to furnifh the Kingdom with Money on 
eafy Terms ; which will likewile encouts^ 
fl^e Raifing of Hemp and Flax, 
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If the High Rates 6r Infereft in Ihekmi 
be cbt^Mcrtity aiki the. preftnt ffieafe^ the 
linnen MamifaAore there* 'twill not be 
di Asiik CO fte, hew unHkely^ it is te be eairw 
Hed on by private Stocks^ who iean HisHkt 
Ten pep Ctn^, p$r Anmm^ >sf letting cut 
their Mbney \ ^s true, the kte AA hath re- 
duced it to l^^ht, but that A6fc having no 
ivgaid to Ineumbrances ehtred into before the 
•aflh •f JMc^wA^ Tyo4j-I do not iee how it 
will much help die Peo][^e of Ireland at this 
TiBie, when the Searcity of Money dioes dif* 
iMetbem to difeharge prior Engagements^ 
lb ^ae private Men have Opportunities e- 
noug^ to fettld* theirs at Ten fer Cent, whidi 
in all probability they will rather chufe, than 
«> ky it our in Lahnens^ unleis they can be 
•flbred of a far greater Profit, than they ca6 
nnake by letting it out. 

Besides, as Intereft is now managed, 
•tis both a Qog to the Gentlemen's Eftite^ 
and a Difcouragcment to Traders and Mantf- 
fadbirers, conridering, that the whole Sum 
borrowed muft be paid in at once ; by which 
tneans, being got into the Ufurer's Books, 

they 
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^mfdi^ck dviff find the wiy«uvs N^w 

Pritici{>^ 1^7 iifcb Pms as iic » khk id r^^ 

that time, this ^MOid imc6iil!ag^ Infduftr^^ 
and promote Improvements, both in Pro- 
dttd: and MftndfeftilttM^ Whi6h'^r« <he f?97o 
f hfng^ that ^nartkft ^ Wdikh <of a K«-* 

A# Ifi^f - Minu^uiti mut 4le tftfYi#d 
en nt a ftHall Profit^ and maft ai I nmy %« 
flight ks way* liifooi^^ $riAdi ipmim: ba 
dMe, . irhofle ifiteififi: tarries fadi 4S hosA 
wti^ k I wsdt qdiMd'^e^ lam«f %}fli^ 
6i^ that MtMbg^teft than a^ jfoiat-Stoieki 
«M^ iMke /ft/Aid l^dUtiA ; whhsh wiH in 
^ Coft^uMtt Mf ti )%ewifa to the Adtto^. 
tage of Ei^af^% *ht Oentietif#ti »f //•^AiMi; 
tiding by th^ Mtoitt ftiade irtdre eafy iii 
thtit Cir^mftaMei^ and having therr former 
lACutiibraftces brMght -Ddwer, ^ will i^e^d 
more 6f dutir Mofiey kte^ atid west iMre <^ 
«ar Nf aitafa^lftts ebere. 

Nor mU dwiiray of Lendiiig wit Mb- 
ncy be any DUadvanfiagp «> a Cot^omtioti, 

who 
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who* will find fit Oppdrtunides of Emplojf^ 
log their Stocky as. faA as it is paid in i «d 
the Profits thereof beinig returned hithier in 
Linnens,,they may ^ibrd to f^ll them dieap^ 
er dun private Stocks can doi 

But I do not think this Work can bt 
pre&ntlj brongbt about ) 'twill not be eaff 
to perfuade the Landlords nor iTenants o 
Irelandf to leave ofi^ the wajr of Hu(bandr]f 
fhey are isow upon, and to turn their Lands 
to Hemp and Flax, till they fee fome Ejh 
cour^nsent i but when they ihall fihd tbit 
new Prodad bring ready Mdney, they will 
ibon Set upon it ; if the Manufa6):urer receives 
ready Money for his Cloath^ he will be ahltt 
to pay ready Money both for Materials and 
Labour^ which Circulation will Encourage 
both the Farmer and the Manufiifturer ; and 
by Degrees* .Hemp and Flax-fe^d will be 
Spwed in all Lands proper for. thern^ and the 
Owners will foon fee the Difference^ be^ 
tween raifing Commodities^ fyc which there 
is a preient Demand^ and fuch^ as lye on 
their Hands: For though Ireland may in 
time produce greater Quantities of Hdmp 
and Flax than they can wcM'k up, yet net 

mortf 
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more than England may Take off, without 
Prejjidice to any Foreign Trade we drive ; 
and their Number of Hands will in all Pro* 
bability be encreafed by the French Refi]g^s» 
who will be glad to go thither, where they 
may be employed in a Manufa&ure, fo na- 
tural 10 them as Linpen is ^'whfch will alio 
give a fatal Blow to the Kingdom of Prance 
in that Manufadure. 

T rt E People in tHc North,, of hreUmd^ ' 
nuke good Clodi^ fell itat Reaicxiable Rates, 
and would every Year make much more, 
had they Vent for it ; and it Is to be obierv- 
ed> that Money is not plentier^ nor Rents 
paid better, in any Part of Inland^ than 
there. 

The Rents of Ireland grow due at two 
Times of Payment, t^/z. ift of A&y, and 
I ft of November *y the firft becomes payable 
whilft their Cattle are lean, which puts the 
Tenants under ^ great Straits, and forces them 
to fell very low, if they are jx^eft for Money \ 
but the Seq>nd Payment is more eafily madet 
their fat Catde being fold, and their Harv<sft 
qver : This is the State of that part of the 

, . P King. 
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Kingdom that depends oa. f'eeding and Til-;' 
liige ; but where the Linnen Manufadufc! is>' 
the Tenants are much eafier; the^.lpih id 
the Winter NfigKts, and at other leiftfe fiflSS,' 
v^hich being Wove mto^ Cloth, an^ <¥li{te'K!cf 
eariy in the Year, provides Money tot tM^ * 
6rff I^ayment, without felling theil- (^trfc be- 
fore felted for a Market. 

, It is neceflaiy for a new Undertaking, to 
be attended with fome lucky Accident •, the 
Lihifieh Manufacture can netef bt beguh iii' 
Ireland at a more feafonable I'ime than now,, 
being imported hither CCiftbm-Freif, v^hen alt* 
the other Lifiiiehs of Eufdpe piy CtthQdeAbte 
Duties. 

The Gentlemen of Ireland zt this Time, 
leert to be DiTcontehted, they ftild fhdnfelVes, 
Uneaiy, but cannot tell vfhtit th6 $6re lies ; 
tWrefore, fbmfetitaes they Cdtiiplain of oaie^ 
Thing, and forfiefimes of anodfer^^ but the 
thie Ground of all i^ this : Theit Exports 
ttt ieflened, whilfl: theif Imports^ fencrcafe 
Upon them, and the Specie of th^it- Money 
decreafes every Day ; by which means thcif 
Rents come in flowly, theit Produfts fell 

on 
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on tlieir Hands, and will more, as they en- 
cfeafe above their Expence; fo that their 
Impfbvements rather turn to their Difadvan- 
tage ; and their Lands niuft fall (which ^tis 
our Interisft to keep up) unlefs ibme new 
ProduA be encouraged, which may be Ma- 
nufadured amongft them : If this was done. 
They would foon fee where their Intereft 
lay ; and though I do not believe they would 
all Bill on fowing Hemp and Flax, nor is 
it neceflary they Ihould, yet there would be 
(^ much Land turned that way, as might 
reftrain their other Produds, within the 
Compafs of their Exports, and Home Con- 
sumption, and caufe a Circulation of Mo- 
ney through all Parts of the Kingdom. 

Thi^ will give a greater Employment . 
to the Pb(^ of Itrlanif and encourage JPeople 
tofettte ^morrg diem, without any Manner 
of Prejudice to Engiandi arid Create a mu- 
tual Friendftnp, and a profitable Odrrefpon- 
dence, betw^eii both Kingdoms. 

A K D as the Eftablifhing fuch a Fund 
will be an Advantage to that Kingdom, fo it 

will 
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will bring a confidetable Profit to the Un- 
denakers, beKdes the Benefit which may 
arife from it to the Government, during the 
CcKitinuance of this War. 
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For printing, by S U B S.C R I P T I O N,> 
In Two Volumes c t A v o, 

Cbronicm Ruflicum - Commerciale ; 

OR, 

Memoirs of Wo o l, ^'^^ 

BEING 

* 

A COLJL.ECTLON of History and Ar- 
gument concerning the Woollen Manufa- 
cture and Woollen Trade in general ; par- 
ticularly the Ktfe^ Progrefs^ Improvements^ Be- 
iUn[tms^ * Revotuimsj and the refpeettve Ca^fes 
thereof (with a View of the different Prices of" 
Wool at certain diftant Periods) , in ^,JV- 
GLAND% as given by a Succeflibn of Writers, 
from aneienf, down to the prefenc Timos. T^ 

a;..so , , : 

An Account of Ac y^wW i<f wx% froip Time . to Time, 
mide, and' of hiany Schemes dferdd/ fot^ presenting the 
Exportation of raw Wooz r.likcwir^ Qf^Ptb<r Expo^lints 
' .^tiflJ^'for. .pwferving and prQmoting^the.Intereft oi^the 
Kingdom in-^ thai Oommdify fnanufahtted : With occa- 
fional Notes y Dijfert^ttionsy and Rejiexions upon the whole. 
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I. 1^ O Mopey to be paid, but upon 
•*• ^ Delivery thereof; at Ten Shil- 
lings for the Two Volumes in Sheets. 

II. The Names of the Subicribers to be 
prefixed; and the Work to be fet to 
the Pre(s) and difpatched with all 
convenient Speed, fo foon as a com- 
petent Number of Subfcriptions are 
obtained. 
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The Author, at Lincoln. 

J. Roberts, m Warwick-Lane. 

J. and P. Knapton, in Ludgate-Street. 

T. Longman, T. S h e w e l l, and 

C. H I T c H, in Pafer-Nofier-kow. 
T. O s B o R N, at Grafs^Inn. 
. J, RiyiNGTON, in St. Pauh Church^yard* 
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THE 



Occasion and Design 



OF THIS 



W O R K. 




HEREisNoBooK extant, 
which anfi^ers to the Intention of 
THIS. The Plan is new ; and the 
Performance^ it is prefbmed, will 
be iififiil. For tho' this SubjeSi not 
only is, but by all is acknowledged to be, of 
vaft Im^rtance^y yet not being Matter of Era«* 
dition, or of polite Convcrfation, nor the im* 
mediate Concern of any one, or of any feled 
Nuniber of Perfons, more than of Multitudes 
beiides, it has been too much negleded > while 
almoft every other Part of Knowledge, in 
Things of far lefs moment, has been more flu- 
dioufly cultivated, and by Jbme One^ or. more^ 
ftccuratdy treated q£ 

Nor 
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Nor have there been wanting Writers on 
this Head alfo ; bat feveral of thofe (from the 
^ftfiratim cfpcdally) put jof .eager . Sollicitudc ^ 
for fomc ifeparatc Intcreft, or being greatly ena- 
moured with fomc darling Scheme^ for which 
they were willing. to. alledgc the Practice and 
Experience of pall Ages, have^ whether by 
Miftake or with Defign, miirepreiented many t 

Fa&i, of XlmJiepence y whom' others copying 
after implicitly^ it has come to pa& that our * 
History and Reasoning in this Cafe, is 
commonly over-run with Falshood and 
Error, And what hath been wrote in this 
way,, with Sobriety and Truths either through 
Length of Time, or by being buried ^i^png 
other Matter, is too remote from Obfervation, 
or elfe it has been publiihcd in (hort Pamphlets, 
foperficial and fugitive in their . Nature. Sd 
that there is adtually wantingixpcoi this Subject, 
beyond all others that ha\^ been thought of any ' 
Confideration, fomc SftinB Work of compe- 
lieilt InteUigeacc } which, as obtaining a Place 
10 the Gentkntaiis Library and the Tra^U 
Ci^t, might be recurred to occaiionally. 

- - * * * 

» » 
. N. o w in the Volumes propofed, axxiong 
other Thbgs, as promif^d, befides what is 
more atitimt, upon Record, it is intended, as j 

the moft uniKcepti9nsbIe. Method rf Repre/enta^ i, 

tipn^ to bring tc^ether,^fi;om the Year. 1601 
(noAny whereof are very foarpe Tmds found vok 
the Harkian Library and ^iz^ere) iSeries^ 

Authors 
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iduthrs tbemfel'Oes treating profe&dly iqiMi 
the Subjed } alfo what lies k)ter^)erfedl, lektiag 
thereto, in vaiioufi, and, fi)tne of them, vi^d^ 
minoQS Works of the beft Note ; to c<imfiifl^ 
and examine them critically} correfling the 
fklje HijiGry too frequently giwii, i% coilfidera- 
Ue Inftances, atid confinningthe/rr^^b^ id- 
Chentick Vouchers ; abov6 all; to' ksMkk 
^tne- plain interefting Paoof^ or Deci&M hfa 
principal Qjieftkm - by the Evidence of certain, 
FaSls never yet expofed in a true Light The 
Nature of which Proof Is, 

t. That as it is a Criterion of Moment, or 
Tefi much wanted, fo is it difficult to be ob* 
tained by any other Medium. * 

2. That it arifes out of a Jundhire of Gir- 
cumftances, fuch as rarely have coincided, and 
poflibly may not meet again. 

3. This Junfture, for want of being properly 
noted at the Time when it did happen, \m 
fince been unluckily diiguifed, and the Conclu- 
fion from it inverted ; inipmuch that if tfaio 
"whole Af&ir is not soon exemplified in fbme 
better Manner than hitherto it hath been, the 
important Teftimony it conveys will be irreco- 
veraUy loft ; at leaft, if this is not done now 
that there is a Poffibility of diiproving the &me, 
provided it was not due, it muft, though after- 
wards produced, abate much of its Credit and 
Wdght} becaufe contradi^ing, eftentially, 

Accounts 
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Acoeuots dbat have paiTed with the'l&enqi^alttjp 
of Ac People, aiid 0|^ons %^iicK ha\% 
gjamed Strength, upon the Authority of jdsiol^ 
. Accounts* 



. . For these Reasons it is defirahle not td 
let flijp the Oppor&inity, but that this Proof 
Ibottld be communicated to the prefent Ag<r, 
iand tran0nittc)d to Ppfterity, clearly and fiiUy 
ftsit.wiUadoiit of^ pandas it delerves. . 
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N'. B. ^Tp H E Author having no partial Vicws^ 

•■* his whole Aim is Truth 5 which 

is equally a Friend to the Ianded, as l;o the 

TRADING Interefi. And diefe two^ Com-. 

M£RC£ and Agriculture^ are rightly &id to. 

be the Breafts that fuckle and nourifli the State.> 

And diey al(b, like Members of the fame natu^ 

nd Body, do reciprocally fupport and ferve each 

other. The latter indeed. Agriculture, is 
fiibdivided into Arable and Tajiurc^ Imt as 

Arabk is apt to be afFeAed with a bad State of 

Bajiurage and the confequential pbugbir^-up tf 

Sheep-^aiks ; fb it is to be hoped that Gentkmen^. 

without diftindion, as well as MercbantSy Ma^ 

nufaSturerty &;c. will favour this Undertaking. 

And in regard, a very low Price for Wool has, 

at Times, a Tendency to lower the Price of. 

Corn too, wherein the Universities are 

greatly interefted, it is further hoped that those . 

Learned Bodies al£) will be pleafed to counte* 

nance the fame. 




